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SAC, St. Louis November 6, 1944

John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation
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„/*• '• Reference is mads to your memorandum of September 12.’ 1944. in i y'
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Reference is made to your memorandum of September 12, 1944* in £
the captioned matter wherein you furnished information made available fay yf.»

lfrs. Della Lowery and Leonard Hankina who alleged that Hankins' civil rights
had bean violated. y’v>y : .yTrS?-.'/'•* £. •••• v— %•••*'
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She information forwarded by you indicating that Leonard Hankina
may have suffered a violation of hia civil rights was made available to

'

the Criminal Division of the Department, which has now advised that the
institution of criminal proceedings is not warranted in this ease and that
further investigation was not desired. •
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} In view of this opinion expressed by the Department, no further
action need be taken by your office in the Batter, e
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SAC, St. Paul December 16, 1941

/ 0
John Edgar Hoover, Director - Federal Bureau of Investigation
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Reference is made to jour memorandum of September 12, 1944, In the

captioned matter wherei^you furnished information made available by Ura.
- Della^lowery and ^eonara^nkins who alleged that Rankins' civil rights had

,

been violated. •- -v. v X: -
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The information forwarded bj you indicating that Leonard Hankins -

may have suffered a violation of hia civil rights was made available to the
Criminal Division of the Department, which has no*, advised that the institution
of criminal proceedings is not warranted in this case and that further investi-
gation was not desired.

V/ In view of this opinion expressed by the Department, no further action
need be taken by your office in the matter. V »
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Office M.e?720tandilWl • united states government

to t Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

FROM /le- SAC, St, Louis

date: December 12, 1944

SUBJECT : ^REKID

Vrtv-.* -

OfmH?

i

^ Reference is made to Bureau nemorandun dated November 8, 1944* which
makes reference to a memorandum from the St* Louis Office dated September 12,

1944, wherein the St# Louis Office furnished information regarding Mrs* DELIA -

^ISWERI aiici KONARMttNHNS, alleging that HANKERS* civil rights have been /O),
violated.

Please be advised the St. Louis Office la unable to identify the ri.

aranorandum of Septenber 12, 1944, and is unable to locate a record of Mrs., .

DELLA LOWER! or LEONARD HANKINS. RECORDED
J

tsdsxed. ** J. JkS
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SAC, Washington field lferch 3, 1945

J. Kd^r hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

" BKEKID .
v... .

There are tnanaid. tted herewith for your infomatlan two copies of a
letter received at the Bureau froa Augustas ?. Fenaaon, 313 Sixth Street, Northeast,
Kashington 2, D* C* This letter is dated merely February, 1943* It will be ob-
served that the correspondent requests information pertaining to Alvin Karpis and
in this connection has submitted a cony of a fingerprint card bearing Karpis*
fingerprints* This fingerprint card in likewise enclosed*

3 ’

The Bureau’s files reflect that Instant correspondent is probably
Identical with the subject of the case entitled "Augustus Burls Fenaaon, with
aliases, Selective Service," your file ^25-11814* In view of the information
concerning Fenaaon set forth in the report of Special Agent John T. Reynolds -

dated at Washington, D* C*, on June 7, 1944, the Bureau does not desire to
acknowledge the enclosed letter in writing. However, since he has requested the
return of the fingerprint card «utraitted by hin, it is desired that sn Agent
of your office contact Fenaaon in the near future returning to hia this finger-
print card* Fenaaon should also be advised that Karpis is no longer being sought
by this Fureau. In this connection you will recall that Karpis was apprehen<
on the evening of Kay 1, 1936, at Hen Orleans, Louisiana, and that on July 27,
1936, on a plee of guilty to an indictment charging hia wi th a violation of the
Federal Kidnaping Statute, Karpis was sentenced to life loprisonaent*

Enclosures

y
/.tv

c "

llr. Hemfon
Mr. Pennington
Mr. Quinn Taam
Mr. Nease
Miss Gandy
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Office Memorandum • united states governs^ :
,

s Director, FBI

: OUT HOTTEL, SAC, Washington Field

SUBJECT: BKEK3D

DATE: lfBrch 20, 1945

Reference is made to your letter of March 3, 1945 captioned as above*

The fingerprint card enclosed with reference letter has been returned
to Mr. AUGUSTUS Ffp-PENAMON, 313 Sixth Street, K« E. in accordance with
your instructions.

Mr. PENMJBlf was advised of the apprehension of KARPIS and the fact
that be^is no longer being sought by the Bureau.

further action will be taken in this natter by this office.

25-11814
HGBimer

.~r i

Recorded * 1SDEXKB t^5 7C -
Ip (p
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DATB: 5.11^45

SUBJECT:

H. B. LONG

s'

i

ALVUrkARPIS^with alias6s;
EDWARD GEORuEoREMER - VICTIM
K3DMAPING
BUREAU FUZ #7-576

The file maintained in the Laboratory in this case has been
disposed of and there is attached an envelope containing the material
whiwi was in the Laboratory File and which is not duplicated in the
Investigative File. It is desired that the Records Section file this
as an enclosure behind the file.

- . Tc'.sor.

a*. Z. A. Te-
rr. :ie«

;

. IT. Ccffey
‘ IT. Jlevlr.

— •

:::chois
1

. Reser
•tr. Tracy
15- . Vohr
'Jr. Carscr.

Vr. Her.dor.

IT. Mugford
IT. Jrr.es

IT. auirj. T£.

Tele. Root:

i*. ::«c£e

Vlrr reahd.
1*!sp

/

5oW Fu ^ \^V 7***^ _J



4-750 (2-7-79 )

' xxxxxx
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable

material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies)

, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

XXXXXX
xxxxxx
xxxxxx

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
X DELETED PAGE(S) X
£nO DUPLICATION FEE X
X FOR THIS PAGE X
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX





Office iviemorandum • united stains government

TO i /Director, FBI

FROfc y3Y'*5AC, Houston

date: February 13, 1946

BREMER KIDNAPING CASE J

Mrs. WARREN W.-4o«ARD appeared at this office on
February 6, 1946, to advise that she was one of the individuals
at New Orleans, Louisiana, who pointed out ALVIN KARPAS to Bureau
Agents which led to his apprehension* She stated she was then

. ^ known as VADA^YVHIRG, but that she has since married WARHE1LJU-A Howard and now lives at 103^ Statford Street, Houston, Texas
with a private telephone listing of Keystone 3*2443 •

v* ^:J}
*

Mrs* HOTiARD stated that she had been under instructions
always make her whereabouts known to the Bureaus offices since

she might be needed as a witness for the harboring trial of the
Mayor at Hot Springs, Arkansas*

I assured Mrs* HOWARD that her name and present address
would be made a matter of record*

Special Agent JOHN V* MURHTT, of this office, who is

conversant with the Hot Springs phase of the BREMER CASE and also
VEDA NYVERGr, informs me that this woman is possibly a mental case
or at least a person attaching undue significance to her earlier
activity in the BREMER CASE, especially considering its present
status*

v
Since I am not aware of the background of Mrs. HOWARD,

this information is being supplied the Bureau*

}
ftiCORDtt

it
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fi£OORT)Ej^-576- /v5^ 6
SAC, Houston

'
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1 March 5, 1946

&
[£t John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

BfEKTD

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated February 13, 1946, wherein
you report that a Mrs. Warren W. Howard appeared at your office and advised aha
had been instructed to report her whereabouts to the FEZ inasmuch aa she mi gilt

possibly be a witness in this case. '
• /.'>* <r

Tou are advised that the files of the Bureau reflect that this woman has
not been so instructed and also reflect she ienot a necessary witness in any
type of proceeding in connection with this natter.

JTLteg



Office Memorandum
)

TO

from

i Mr. Nicho

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

OATB: April 5, 1946

SUBJECT:

B. If. Suttler

SUGGESTION - Re: Joseph P. "Doc" Iforan
FUGITIVE -BREKID

If. ToIson
Mr. E. A. Tint

Mr. Cleer
"

If. Coffey
Mr. Glevin

'

Mr. UdC
If. Nichols
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy
Mr. Carson

£«mr.
Mr. Gurnee
Mr. Hendon
If. Pennington
Mr. Quinn Tam"
Tele. Room

"

Mr. Nease
Miss Beaha
Miss Oanfly

As- Dr. Joseph P. "Doc" Moran is still carried as a

.

j5
fugitive in the files of the FBI it is suggested that efforts
be made in the near future to clarify once and for all whether
or not "Doc" Moran is dead . There is every reason to believe ~
that he is dead as he was last seen in the company of "Doc" Barker and
Russell Gibson at the Casino Club in Toledo 3 Ohio, in July 3 1934 . The
allegation is made in the file that "Doc" Moran on that night while
at the club with Barker and Gibson made the statement s "I have you guys
in the palms of my hands." This statement was apparently the signing

his death warrant . He was seen leaving the Casino Club very drunk
the company of "Doc" Barker and Russell Gibson and has never been

seen since that night » Besides this s the writer mentioned this matter
to Mr. E. J . Conn&Ulty the oth\j~

t
'day when he was in town and Mr. Con njLlXy

distinctly remembers that Edna's&rray, one of the molls in the Karpis-
Barker mob, stated that "Doc" Moran was dead; that on the night he
was killed "Doc" Barker and Russell Gibson took him out on a lake and
threw him overboard. In so doing they splashed up their clothes very
badly. When they return ed to the hideout both of them were quite wet
and stated that they had gotten wet when they threw "Doc" Moran over-
board. They apparently shot him prior to throwing him In the lak&i ^

of
in

Mr. Conn%IDy also recalled that
"Doc" Barker was living at the

January 6, 1935, they found
where
m

time of
, „ „ a letter written

mentioned, that "Doc" Moran had probably been
by that dime or words to that effect.

the apartment in Chicago
his arrest about
to him by Fred Barker which
eaten up by the fish

Russell Gibson, "Doc" Barker and Fred Barker are now dead.
The only one who could clear up this long-hidden mystery is Aluia

who is still incarcerated in Alcatraz. It is therefore
I

respectfully suggested' that the Bureau give consideration to sending \

an old-time Agent to Alcatraz to -obtain. a statement .from Alvin Karpis
\

on whether or not "Doc" Moran is dead. If the Agent could obtain a

detailed 'statement from Karpis reflecting the approximate time that
Moran was killed and other circumstances surrounding his death which
could be tied in with what we -alT eddy know, this would be enough to
close out the case now pending against him as a fugitive in the
Bremer kidnaping case. The writer will be glad to prepare the
necessary letter to San Francisco and check all of the material in the
Bremer case in order to furnish the Agent handling this assignment

background data as is necessary if sunazstion^-is )£

c
' > . V*#' - , . ..

* :54S
I

/>
O'

with as much
approved

.
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* cc - Mr. Rosen }
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the
on Or* Joseph P.

8AC, San Fracdsoo Juno

Director, -FBI

CN
OSORQS T&lim, with *11*000!

- • •
: . * ^

OR. JOSEPH ftMiORAB, with *11*000 - ID0ITXV1
1. 0. #U32k*U1
IDSURD OEOR» teEHER - TictU
iuwapimo A v r

OBSIKDCTICHW JUSTICE
barbo&hov isaiTJm
IATIOSAL FOtlUH ACf

:

pfft
proant tin tho Bureau ha* on active card In tho fugitive
Horen, who wao Maodated with Alvjn'Tarpls and members of

Index
tho .

r.:^sfc«avgd

Lr. he.vtsi.

It. Po:j.
D-. (tulrx^ur
Ir. !*ac
: :sc 3*

Barkor-Iarple gang and who la wonted for questioning in connection with tho kid-
naping of Edward Oeorgo Bremer at St. Paul, Minnesota, on January 17, 1934. Moran
1* tho subject of Identification Order #1232*

Various aeaboro of the Barker-Eerple gang have indicated that Dr. Moran
wm taken out on* night during tho aumaer of 1934 too* th» .Casino Club at Toledo,
Ohio bf aeaboro of tho gong under circumstance* which indicated that ho nay hava
boon "taken for * ride"* Information furthor Indicated at that tine that possibly
Moran 1a body was thrown into Lake Erie. Mo definite information, however, hM
been developed to date substantiating the foot that Moran la dead. His body hM
newer boon located*

Thor* la transmitted herewith a copy of the report of Special Agent V* 1.

Cries dated January 19, 1937 at Chicago, Illinois, in the above captioned matter,
which contains e review of the file regarding tha statements mad* by various,indl-
wlduals concerning fthe death of Or* Joseph P. Moran. It Is noted that "Poc*~Barkar
end Ru»*U SlifP'^tfWon, who were alleged to have been the two individuals who
disport? of Moi4a^ era now doad* Fred Barker, who wrote e latter during 1934 er

1933 to "Doc" Barker mentioning that Moran had probably been oaten up by the fishes.

Is also doad. It la believed that Alvin Karpio, who la now Incarotrated in Alcatras,

is tho only one who can dear up tha aystery concerning the disappearance of Or.
Moran. Following hie apprehension on May 1, 1936 Xarple claimed that he did not
know what had become of Moran. Earpia hM net been questioned concerning the die-

appearance of Moran eineo that time although he was questioned on April 23, 1937 at

Alcatraa by Special Agent* X. *. MeIntire and C. T. Stein regarding Dolores Delator-

Zt is believed that Xarple may have information which would dear up th*

story surrounding the disappearance of Or. Moran. Tea are therefore requested to
J

experienced Special Agent question Xarpis at Alcatras in anaffort to obtain/

'jrstatsment from him on whether er not Dr. Moran is dead. .
’

acceded iZn£3kr . I /

* F B

aaa^t P 33 a
5S m S7

=£3 \

LU v



\

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
. DIRECTOR ^

CC-287 Mr. ToIbop

lUfT'TJ. A. Tamm_

literal Surrau of Imiratigatinn

Buitph §tntrs Department of 9usttre

Sfastphigton, 9. C.

April 10, 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HAHBOtitr

Rerj^Sissposition of Ouns

OBRtW
There follows a list of 14 guns which were confiscated

from members of the Barker-Karpis gang and thereafter submitted
to the Laboratory for examination. Upon the request of the
interested field offices these weapons have been retained in
the Laboratory since they were examined. These weapons have no
value in so far as the Reference Collection of Firearms is
concerned and authority is requested for their permanent
disposition in accordance with existing regulations.

Quinn Tamm.
Tele. Room
Mr. Nease

Miss Beal

Mi 8j

GUN

.32 Colt”Auto.
•32 Colt Auto.
,32 Colt Auto.

*02 Colt Auto.
1*580 Colt Auto.
•380 Colt Auto.

^080 Colt Auto.

*.^<38 S A V Rev.

.4# Colt Auto.
•45 Colt Auto.

.45 Colt Auto*

•45 Colt Auto.

.45 Colt Auto.

.•<45 Colt Auto.

GUN NUMBER

459861
433263
404724
304899 l\

x ‘>

115483
113038
FBI #7
131910
345132
C177278
C175221
C162893
C161847
C161841

FILE SERIAL COVERING
GUNS SUBIJSSION

7-576-5895=*
4680'^* w
4680 •*—

«

7234 UJa*AM*/aO*

3921 >?/*.***•: •

3194/1^ & c K
7234 -dM

11098

/11098
11459—^^- ' v
11098 ¥*fv>

3921 ^aaJ • f\tta ft c/{

.

ytoynJ'’
TFBsAL

L
L

T. F. Baughman7

7-576 <?*** ^/
l\

. .

UctS

i ^

Vw

wmm

B I

32 jui^l94e

A*#5^. >K/»

Kg JUl24l9tt



April 10, 1946

vau Ultima

Bet liepoelUoa of Ouao

(2>s^He

fcr.

Ur. ToIson
Ur. L. A. 1
kr. clan
it. ouvir
kr. UM "

U-. NiehoTS
Kr. Rosen
«x. Tracy
0*. CsrsoTi"
-r. hr '

<r. JirnRT
a*, kat&o

'

S-. Msntor
**• Bsnt.lnB
^ ftulrx. T

©rare foil*** a Hat of 14 got* uhieii **r® «oufi*oata&
ttw» wttibors of the Uuri^n>£arpla gan^ And thareaftar suinitted
to the Tabcrttory for owsairvAtioa* Upon the rarest of the
interacted field offices these tMWpoaa ba>» been retained in
tbs Joborstor^ tinea t-'ta? koto osuesiruid# These iraapuns have no
value in *0 far as the Referoaoo CoileeUou of Flrshuras It
ooneomnd end sutlwrity Is requested for their peroerraak
disposition la ocoordarice with eodeliuc regulations*

OUli •a^asaa ms sxm corxsao

,' *35 CalVAuto.
jBsajgaa^M

7-576-5395
•32 Colt Auto* 439203 4&t>
•33 Colt Auto* 404724 4680

t*32Tblt koto* 3X399
115483Colt Auto* 4709

•>30 Colt Auto# 113C38 7334
i^$3Q Colt Auto# FBI #7 >>a

8 fc fe Be* 193.910 3194
#45 Colt Into*

^’*45 Colt Auto#
34S38 7394
ermm 11098

#45 Colt Auto# C17522L 11096
#45 Colt Auto# C1623JJ 11459
•45 Oolt Auto# ' (061347

* cnaaq .

11098
4^45 Colt Auto* 3»

f./V-f*..
. A '

k ‘"“V
"

TiUtAL

7-576

t* t» Bsu^wnn

CjUHt t&ulukA *•
7^if* Jf444t4*4̂ /'til

/<%*«. 4 7e-*t**ky
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Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

With reference to the attached memorandum from Mr* Baughman to Mr* Ear
dated April 10, listing fourteen guns confiscated from members of the'

Barker-Karpis gang, the following observations are made with regard to the
disposal of these firearms*

The following firearms were taken from the possession of or the residences of subjects
in this case who are now deceased, and it appears that the permanent disposition of these
guns in accordance with existing regulations would be entirely satisfactory! ' ^

1^32 Colt Automatic, Serial No* 30U899, property of Russell Gibson, deceased
*<380 Colt Automatic, Serial No* 115^83* property of Russell Gibson
y/*380 Colt Automatic, FBI No* 7* property of Fred and Kate Barker j
*#<38 S & W Revolver, Serial No* 131910, property of Kate Barker

~

V •U5> Colt Automatic, Serial No* C1618U1, property of Fred and Kate Barker./*;-

The remaining guns listed in Ur. Baughman's memorandum were the property of or
taken from the suDjects Harry Campbell, William Weaver, Volney Davis, and Alvin Carpis,
all of whom are serving life or long-term sentences in Federal penitentiaries. The
probability exists that anyone or more of the living subjects may file legal proceedings
of one type or another in connection with this case, and I believe we should have
available all the evidence pertaining to those subjects, especially due to^the fact
that this was one of the most important cases the Bureau has investigated. vo~

Sn
RECOMMENDATION t It is recommended that the firearms listed aoove, the property

of the deceased subjects, be disposed of in accordance with regulations and that th*
remaining firearms listed in Ur. Baughman's memorandum be retained at the Seat o£ *-

Government*

JTLters

Attachment
,ds'C*cz . / J
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Office Memorandum * united states government
/n

^ ^ s Director, FBI

FROM Gan Francisco

SUBJECT:

<?

G^'

*ytstt

(?)

GEORGE Tl’d
JOSEPH PV

#1232; *tal
igetre:EDWARD GEOR

KIDNAPING
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE
HARBORING OF FUGITIVES
NATIONAL FIREARMS ACT

was;

RAN, was, FUGITIVE^

MER - Victim

DATE: July 13, 19/|6

In accordance with Bureau memorandum dated June 21, 1946,
Special Agents ROBERT E. LANCTOT and LEONAHp R. WEBER made arrangements
to interview ALVIN^ttRPIS, known as ALVUt^RPAVICZ, #325, Alcatrae
Prison, on July 11,1946, KARPIS, however} refused to talk to these
agents or any other member of the Bureau when he learned representatives
of the FBI had arranged to have him interviewed*

It was determined that just a few days prior to this period
KARPIS had received a severe bum on his right hand as the result of &
blow-back from an oven while he was working in the prison 1 s bakery. He
vs? visibly disturbed and nervous during the brief contact with him
and also appeared upset because of the condition of his hand* KARPIS
frankly stated he knew the agents "had to do their jobs" but he was
not going to talk to them about anything as he knew the FBI could do
nothing for him, and in fact, had done everything it could against him*
He refused to co/ament any further and walked away from the agents,
requesting that he be returned to his cell*

Since he displayed a very uncooperative attitude and was
extremely disinterested in anything the agents might want to talk to
Mm about no farther efforts will be made to interview him* HUCpu
LRW : Jka
7-33

cc - St. Paul

88 AUG 1 1946
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Director., FBI

Skiy San Erancis-oo-

—

ALVIN KAHPIS-^as., et «1
EDWARD GECRGErmEMER - VICTIM
KIDNAPING
(Bureau File 7—5?6)

Described below are two bulky exhibits presently maintained
in this office in connection with the above-captioned case. As it appears that
these exhibits have no further value, permission is requested to destroy them.

Serial 15

Two mimeographed copies of the list of bank notes paid as ransom
?

in kidnaping case, received from Bureau dated February 28, 1934*

/

I

SV

V
l

b*

'i

i

vs

Serial 605

Extra copies of circular letters sent to all banks in the terri
toiy covered by the sen Francisco Field Division, dated July 10
1935, requesting that this office be notified in the event the
banks received any thousand-dollar bills issued by the Atlanta
Federal Reserve bank.

Mi

GAH:ER £
7-33 K&fc

.

7- nt> -/& 7^*
t*v
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7-576

SAC, San Franoisoo

Director, FBI

ALVIK KAF.PIS, with aliases) et ail

ECTAP.D QZOROE BREJCER - ViotlB.
EENAPIBa.

September 18, 1946

sr

rsfo?:

Reference la Bade to your letter of August 30, 1946, describing two
exhibits naintalned in your field office files in oonnection with instant oai

Inasouch as these exhibits are of no evidentiary value you
authorised to destroy then.
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Office Memorandum • united states government s
—f*

A1

Is

TO

FROM

SUBJECT

a V' '

'fact'.

DIRECTOR, FBI DATB: October 11, 1946

SAN FRANCISCO

(PlY^V ATALVIN KARPIS ,/vith aliases, BT AL#*
EDWARD GEORGE-jsREMER - Victim
KIDNAPING
(Bureau File 7-576)

1

^
/yV ' Reference is made to ny letter of August 30, 1946, in which

jv permission was requested of the Bureau to destroy certain bulky exhibits
* at present being maintained in the San Francisco Field Division in

connection with the above oaptioned case* In addition to the exhibits
described in my letter of August 30, permission is also requested to
destroy the following additional bulky exhibits whioh are believed to be
of no further evidentiary value

x

Vol# 1 - Serial 4

Newspaper dipping from SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER dated 1/31/34 re
"Brener Kidnapper Hunted at San Franoisoo"#

Serial 15

Photograph (two views) of FRED BARKER.

Photograph (two views) of ALVIN EARPIS.

Photograph (two views) of ARTHUR R. BARKER.

Photograph (two views) of HARRY CAMPBELL,

Photograph (two views) of VOLNEY DAVIS.

Investigative notes of Special Agent E. B.^ MONTGOMERY.

Three photographs of Mrs# GEORGE ANDERSON.

One group photograph of BARKER-KARPIS Gang#

Jj

Houston, Texas, FD £4038

•

Vol, 2 - Serial 95

One 8 x 10 photograph of VOLNEY DAVIS.

„ tone 8 xj 10 photograph of ARTHUR BARKER.
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SF #7-33
Director, FBI
10/11/46

One 8 x 10 photograph of FRED BARKER,

One 8 x 10 photograph of HARRY CAMPBELL.

One 8 x 10 photograph of ALVIN KARPIS.

One small photograph of Mrs. KATE BARKER.

One photograph (3 views) of Mrs. C. P. HARMON.

Vol.2- Serial 103

One photograph (two views) of HOMER VIRGIL WILSON, Denver P^ #8291.

One photographic oopy of signature of HOMER VIRGIL WILSON.

Two copies of typewritten list of individuals who were thought to be
subjects in this case.

One photograph (two views) of THOMAS SPENCER FLANDERS, Seattle PD #17111.

One photograph (two views) of THEODORE BENTZ, Tacoma PD #6605.

T^ja photostatic copies of signatures of HOMER VIRGIL WILSON.

List of automobiles entering California with out-of-state licenses
from 2/11/34 to 2/19/34.

Copy of telegram to Chief of Police, San Franoisoo, from JOHN P. WALL,
Sheriff, Minneapolis, Minnesota, dated 3/20/34 concerning auto registrations.

One photograph of G. H. SCOTT, suspect.

Photograph of ROBERT EDWARD DUNN, Seattle PD #17108.

Photograph of CHARLES LEROY KELSO, Dallas PD #10564, dated ll/ie/ZZ.

List of telephone listings in San Francisco.

15 photostatic copies of the signature of E. L. BURNES, a suspect.

(continued next page)



Vol. 2 - Serial 152

Six large photographs (2 views each) of ALVIN KARPIS.

Six large photographs of HARRY CAMPBELL.

Six large photographs (2 views each) of FRED BARKER.

Six large photographs (2 views eaoh) of ARTHUR R. BARKER.

Six large photographs (2 views each) of VOLKEY DAVIS.

Four photostatic copies of composite arrangement of photographs of
PAULA HARMON.

Yol, 2 - Serial 161

Sixteen photographs (two views eaoh) of EDY£ARD EENTZ.

Sixteen photographs of Mrs. EDWARD BENTZ.

F^teen photographs (two views eaoh) of THEODORE BENTZ.

Fifteen photographs (two views each) of TOMMEY CARROLL.

Fifteen photographs (two views eaoh) of CURLEY CLAUSE.

Fifteen photographs (three views eaoh) of PAULA HARMON.

Fifteen photographs of KATE BARKER.

Fifteen photographs (group) of the KARPIS-BARKER gang.

List of laundries located in the Northern District of California.

List of laundries located in San Francisco.

Form letter distributed to laundries listing known laundry marks of
suspects.

(continued next page)
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SF #7-33
Director, FBI
lP/ll/46

' )

Vol# 2 - Serial 189

One 8 x 10 photograph of FRED BARKER.

One 8 x 10 photograph of ARTHUR BARKER.

One photograph of Mrs# ED BENTZ.

One photograph (two views) of ED BENTZ.

One photograph of PAULA HARMON (3 views)#

One photograph of KATE BARKER.

One photograph of TED BENTZ (2 views).

One photograph (two views) of TOMMY CARROLL.

One photograph (two views) of CURIEY CLAUSE.

One large photograph of ARTHUR BARKER.

One large photograph of FRED BARKER.

One large photograph of HARRY CAMPBELL.

One large photograph of ALVTN KARPIS.

dfle large photograph of VOLNEY DAVTS.

One large photostat sheet containing six photographs of PAULA HARMON,
together with fingerprints and description#

List of long-distance telephone oalls made from the homes of suspects
at Reno, Nevada#

Vol# S - Serial 216

One large photograph of ALVIN KARPIS and LAWRENCE DE VALT.

Photostatio copy of chart showing the signatures of VOLNEY DAVIS,
FRED BARKER, ARTHUR BARKER, ALVIN KARPIS, AND HARRY CAMPBELL.

Four half-length photographs of ALVIN KARPIS.

(continued next page)
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SF-#7-33
Direotor, FBI

loAl/46

(

Replies to ciroulor letter sent to all laundries in San Franoisoo.

List of long-distance telephone oalls from the home and offioe of
F. S. PARICE, suspect#

Copy of a Western Union telegram to Mrs* P. G. HORN from IDA EARLINGBU5H
dated 2/23/34.

Copy of telegram to CLARENCE O.'BRIEN from S. W. GREEN dated 4/16/34.

Copy of telegram to CLARENCE 0 ' BRIEN from S. W. GREEN dated 4/16/34.

Copy of telegram to PHILIP DELANEY from Mrs. DELANEY dated 4/23/34.

Copy of a telegram to PHIL DELANEY from "MAURICE" dated 4/24/34.

Vol. 3 - Serial 222

Fhotostatio oopy of a ohart listing descriptive data of automobiles
which were or had been in the possession of members of the Barker-Karpis gang.

Seven photographs (two views each) of MADELYN SNYDER.

Four copies of a letter from GEORGE WATSON dated 5/29/34 to the ^an
Fjrancisco PD concerning the whereabouts of THEODORE BENTZ.V
One photograph of ERNEST ROBERT JOHNSTONE.

- Serial 255

Numerous personal letters and copies of letters from EDWARD DAVIS to

LOHA DAVIS during July of 1934 #•

Two photographs (two views) of JOSEPH B. MORAN.

- Serial 269

Two photographs of a party who closely resembles HOMER WILSON, suspeot.

- Serial 281

Copies of numerous personal letters between EDWARD DAVIS, LOMA and
MARY E. DAVIS during August 1934*

*

(continued next page)
-5-



SF #7-33
Director, FBI
lQ/ll/4 6

Numerous oopies of letters between EDWARD DAVIS and LOMA DAVIS during
September of 1934

•

Two photographs (two views each) of EDNA JJURRAY.

Two photographs of an unidentified person sitting in an Auburn automobile.

Upon receipt of information from the Bureau granting permission to
dedtroy the above described bulky exhibits, there will be retained in the
San Francisco file two photographs each of the members of the Barker-Karpis
gang. It is believed advisable that these photographs should be retained
for the use of the San Francisco office in the event of some unforeseen
development.

CAMsafh
7-33
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Office Memorandum • united .....

ro MR. R. T. HAR ,

PROM : T. F. PAUGHMAN 7/ff

VERNMENT

DATB: . June 16, 1947

SUBJECT:

I!r . ToIson
Ur. t. A. T5S:'
Ur. Clerr-

'

13r. Correy
Ur. llevir,

Ur. Lacc
Ur. ::icrJ515
12- . r.csen
12'. Tracy
12- . Carson
—r • ~r^r~-

Ur. Jurnea
12". her.con
Ur. Penning tor.

Vr.Jt^lnr. TazaZ

CTs RS^JEST FOR AUTHORITY TO DISPOSE OF GUNS
RECOVERED BT PETLiER KIDNAP CASE
Bureau File 7-576

Attached hereto is a listing of 34 guns recovered during
investigation of the Bremer Kidnap Case, Bureau File 7-576.

It is requested that authority be granted for the permanent 77/
disposition of these weapons. V/here available, the serial number ir. the//
file concerning the submission of the firearm in the laboratory has been^
set forth.

As a matter of long standing policy, no weapon is added to the Ref-
erence Collection of Firearms until authority for its permanent disposition
has been granted. Several of the weapons listed on the attachment would
make desirable additions to this collection. On the ether hand, several of
the weapons have no value insofar as the collection is concerned, and these
weapons should be destroyed. Those weapons for which permanent disposition
cannot be authorized at this time will be appropriately wrapped and placed
in the Pulley Evidence File of the Laboratory Files Section.

•m

$-34
Attachment

XIEJiKaG

EX-3*
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GUNS RECOVERED B PREFER KIDNAP CASS

FILS

7-576

SERIAL

“ - -7U{

3424

3921

3921

3921

4156

4345

4345

4345

4680

4630

4680

5395

5395

5895

5395

5395

5395

6020

6193

^
•_ x l\

DESCRIP TICK OF 73AP0N SERIAL § OF .vbapo::

.38 Special S 6 7/ revolver 334010

.33 Special Colt Police Positive revolver 327183

.25 Colt automatic 327502

.45 Thompson Sub-Lachine 9176

16 gauge Browning Auto shotgun -• 92370

12 gauge Remington Fump shotgun?/^*4"^ <££****) 272970

.33 W.C.F. 'Winchester Rifle, luodel 1336 (No #j FBI-26)

.30 Browning Automatic rifle ? 211349

.22 Winchester self-loading rifle 124138

.22 Colt Woodsman “ >• 93719

.33 ’".C.F. Winchester rifle /i ,, 154112 A

.401 Winchester self-loading rifle^co /2>^U- 12304

12 gauge Remington Auto shotgun i» " 367197*

12 gauge 'Winchester pump shotgun //

.30 Browning Automatic rifle 7

.30 Browning Automatic rifle ^

20 gauge Ithaca "Auto-Burglar" shotgun?

.351 Winchester self-loading rifle ?

.45 Colt auto pistol 7

.38 Special Colt Police Positive revolver ?

.25 Ortgies automatic pistol fr-*s+*j

•380 Colt automatic pistol l

^
Par e 1

I- r/
St1CLOSURE.

799863

211774

(No fh FBI 23)

361601 -

Ko #

0-151733

273652

140007

119702



FILE SERIAL

7234

7234

7234

7234

11098

11093

11093

11093

11924

14996

15027

4' •

DESCRIPTION OF 'KAPff; SERIAL # OF ".7EAPCN
V*,- v. 'i .’.'iiV

"

.22 Colt Woodsman 7*/*?

« If II

410 gauge Winchester Pump shotgun, lioael 42

12 gauge Remington Automatic shotgun , «
««

.45 Colt Revolver, Hodel 1917 *» •'

.32 Colt Automatic pistol

.22 Colt "Ace" Automatic pistol

.380 Colt Automatic pistol •*

.22 Remington self-loading rifle /

(

.250-3000 Savage lever action rifle u

.45 Thompson Sub-Nachine gun ?

.32 Spanish revolver \

.30 Brovming Automatic rifle ?

85506

3489

261109

104773

431720

430

106616

112132

304431-

950

E 11

(No #j FBI 27)

*

Page 2
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MR. B. T. HARBO

T. r. PA’J GHilAE

ItEqtfKS T FOB iilfBORlTT TO DISPOSE OF COBS
HECOVERED IK PBEKEB KIDNAP CASE
Bureau File 7-576

' >
...

I-.

v.
F-.

A
Attached hereto la a listing of 34 gone recovered during

Investigation of the Brener Kidnap Case, Bureau File 7-576. : ;

‘ J

It ia requested that authority he granted for the permanent
disposition of these weapons. Where available, the serial number In the -?

file eonoemlng the submission of the firearm in the laboratory has bean
sat forth.

. r ,

ia a matter of long standing policy, no weapon is added to the Ref- \
erenee Collection of I" "anas until authority for Its permanent disposition
has bean granted. Several of the weapons listed on the attachment would
make desirable additions to this collection. On the other band, several of
the weapons hare no value insofar as the collection is concerned, and these
'weapons should be des uroyed . Ihose weapons for which permanent disposition

iV
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t* f. v*wmr^.
Cano for rt^MlUN*

*

3As/4T

Tfc* cvm U«M bole* or* feeing forr*rd«t to iha Chief Clerk**
©f/ioe for d»lit«7 (• tbo rmweut tiyieien of the Treonrjr Mpirt*
*ui la Mcwtoe* ttth tfce Mtritllftied policy* TbtM (nt hm no
farther volt* u t*idrw* *n4 *r* e? n* **iu« to tfe* rtf«r«u* Calloetlen
of flnmit *uthorl*»tloo for tLolr dtepositioo ttti Uta fronted b/ tt*
tnions*tod field tirtiUni* - QQ201

.— —LttUl£ ;

s
27
yco
32
»
36
32
390
27 m*
32 %J»*pU
38
32 4*
43
32
43
43
38

3? trie

ifcseor leaden ttoeV
S«V*£* fOtOBOtfo
frrriarices t KiotojnleoA N»#
Colt inteentit
ffcftth ft Vootoa *4f«
fcUNr Sigsol Hotel
Colt ietoaotie
Korrin-t-c t ricjiarrieao loo#
Salih 4 tesoon For#
Xvor Jcfenecn k9t»
tr*r Jahnean ‘or#
Colt t$tMiUa
Osltbor tigs*! Hotel
Colt AateaottO
Colt rot#
fopklao 4 *Uon for#
for J«bt*a too*
Colt tutor? tie
forrlngton i tlebordeoa Mo*
Colt itwlla
Colt totemUo
fjanlefe for* 4 K&eter
tolstor
Colt Hanfor
ini fo t ftH« Imfor
Fabricat C'imeo do Cwrrt into
colt latmtii
tpoillh IttOOU* V:

fjeosUh totoaatlo
*'

* surely Revolver
vi vd.no

*3£OT4
9434
319773
Xf*npn
1154*3
10435
131730
30284

1448
304*93
jfclHorotol
30001
4*904
7392061

49969
€33*594
12279
143X3

149631
33712
1317
250Q3f
84905
47344
3224
Obliterated

016-490
X5B1-52
>024-694
13-5540-164
9X085-157

7-576-4709
4X*79-9
7-576-5194
70-7342
0007
7-576-9921
80*14
>37

6

4-147U1
9X468
25-3447>*2
3X5290
26~iaU&&4
3X4704-2
IX4J5X
15-17283-2

47-15U3-1?
47-*W-*15
4X992
8>9»6-51
26*94955-4
26-7^31-16
47*54^5-23
3X5756-5
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SAC, St. TuxH

Director, fBl

,-»A“

August 20, 1947

BSZKZD

5% -ISZTI 90202

- :* --i

y -

there are transmitted herewith two copies ef a blind
containing a description and serial amber of a amber of firearm recovered
during the course of the investigation of captioned ease which are presently

.

maintained in the Bureau fllae«

Tou are advised that the Bureau*la without authority to Bale pernaneat
disposition of aiy of these firearms unless either a apedfio court order haa
been so issued by a court of competent Jurisdiction oar apecifle instructions
have been received Arm the D. S. Attorney. Accordingly, the Bureau dssirea
that in the near future you conduct e review of your files and determine firm
whoa and the circumstances under which each fireura was recovered. Thereafter,
yeu should consult with the appropriate 6. S. Attorney and ascertain if aqy
nt these firearms sight be of possible evidentiary value in ary future pre-
deeding' which ary ef the surviving defendants in this ease wight wish to bring,
tnasauch as it la unlikely that the 0. 3. Attorney at this tine will attempt
to secure any oourv order concerning merely the disposition ef these firearm,
you should secure from the W* 3. Attorney appropriate authority to dlapoea of
try and all of those firearm which will not be of any evidentiary value
poever.

’j'.V -eM :

#***# '
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jpftfiffilCATjftNS SECTION
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21 1947 P.M.
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Mr. H. T. Harbo

T. f. Baughnan

BIEKID

Stpti iber 6, 1947
»

90203

Attached hereto lea letter fraa the St. Peal office dated

August 27, 1947 oonoerning the disposition of various fireares confis-

cated during the Investigation of the Brener Kidnaping Case. _

You eill note that the United States Attorney in St. Peal
has advised that the Bureau nay dispose of the firearns in any way it

tees fit. Undoubtedly this aay be construed to assn that the firearm has*

bo further evidentiary value. U. S. Attorney Anderson goes on to state,

however, that be is hopeful that those firearns having particular publio

Interest will be Maintained by the ihreau for public display. Mr. Kichol*
has noted that he is in agreeaent with this suggestion.

r..:

M,
&
t:..:
£ -

V
t i

’tr--

>; These guns have no particular value insofar as the reformqe
'

nolle ction of firoama is concerned and inasnucb as they apparently bava
no further evidentiary value, it would eeea that they should not be
talned in the Laboratory.

JECOJt'SXEUTJOT:

i.

~ It is rwocaraended that I be advised which of the confiscated
weapons are considered of public Interest in order that these weapons aay
he separated from the other guns and appropriately packed for storage,
further. It is recosaended that authority be granted for the permanent
disposition of tbs weapons which will not be utilised for display purposes.

r MSMiMHD
* A

- -'MS

»

Si*

. ir
v

t -

t
i

"W.

t *.

4

i*r

n
•*,-

/

*-V

>.

u -

REoordbd
'USjk&r,m 'I W"* * -

03 Hu,

u
(9

'

< f

l



finr. ToImb .

mi/k! A.y

a. Office Memorandum • united s:._
r% ^ove^Ment;^

\ : Director# Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: Augus ;M%^J|947Augus

s^SAC# St. Paul

SUBJECT: BREKID

Mr. Tr#cy

—

Mr. C|bb

Mr. Gurn##—

.

" Vi*. «**» -i-

Mr. Mohr

Mr. Pennington .

Mr. Qninn Timm—

.

%

^ Reference ia made to Bureau memorandum dated August 2

requesting that an opinion be secured from the United States Attorney Eh8 St^Fatjl*

felat^iTO to the appropriate disposition of forty-three firearms which were
confiscated from various subjects at St# Paul and vicinity during the invesMrati
of the Bremer Kidnaping Case# ~ 00204* *

I have consulted today with United States Attorney VICTOR E#
ANDERSON# who advised that this letter may be construed by the Bureau as specifio
authority from him to dispose of in any way the Bureau sees fit the forty-three
described firearms listed by the Bureau in its attachment to the memorandum dated
August 20# 1947* Mr# ANDERSON stated he hopes these firearms# particularly (

those of public interest# will be maintained by the Bureau as they have in the
past so the general public may have the opportunity to view same#

‘
*•

***
V Mr* ANDERSON further pointed out that he expects to be in ^

^
Washington on September 15 and 16# 1947# in conference with* Assistant to the v
.Attorney General DOUGLAS McGREGOR# and at that time he would very much enjoy ^
viewing some of these firearms# He stated if any additional authority other k
than this letter might be required# he would be glad to make up a special lette*

!of authority while visiting at the Bureau#

EfNiEB
T-SO

r.
‘

. v
’ -Z3# 2

7/^7

““Ti
MAR 5 1948
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Bremer Kidnap

^Figure'JVIakes

,;^idfo£Freedom
Swaia McDonald, now Irving l

:
-

_

yt&rs In Sandstone federal*
^penitentiary for his role as money

I
«hanger in the EdwardV-Bremer

I J"9
naP |nfc filed application in St. I

j. Paul federal 1

court today for
* writ of habeas
corpus.

It w a i his

third attempt to
gain freedom on
a writ In 1943
he was denied a
petition to have
the sentence va-

cated.

McDonald,
formerly of De- McDonald

iroit has based previous requests

for a writ on his claim that he

had nothing to do with the kid-

naping.

His newest application states

that his sentence should have

,

been terminated Feb. 26, 1946, if|

time off for good behavior is al-

lowed.

McDonald’s part in the Bremer
case in St Paul allegedly consist-

|
ed in taking part 'of the ransom

i money abroad, exchanging it for

{; foreign currency and then re-|

changing it in an attempt te
cover the original money.

He was free Jn 1941 for four'
months on a habeas corpus writ,
but was returned to prispn^-when
the circuit appeals af-
firmed the conviction.

BrA\

S^**-*-7

“9
,/VA* flO \ (/

5 OCT 8 1947
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Photograph #5

Photograph of the sidearms and rifles taken from theapartment occupied by Karpis and Hunter at 33^3 Canal Street

Photograph of a portion of the bedroom of the apart-
ment located at 3343 Canal Street, New Orleans, La., showing the
manner in which this room was barricaded. Also shows the rifle
with telescope sights leaning against the windows.’
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SJLC, St. Fad. Septmber 30, 1947

Director, IBI
<e ; •;

brbup * *

’ The Bureau is in reoeipt of a newspaper clipping firon the KLaneapoli,* v
Star dated September 12, 1947, fbrsarded by your otfio* indicating that the f' .;; .

;%

subject. Caseins McDonald, has recently, filed an application for a writ of Vf'' ' &
habeas corpus, .--i /i -••

•• • -v ; ' ' v •"' >•’•••• -•••
*.-/£•

It is desired that yon infora the Bureau as to the nature of *Ms fc S*
writ of habeas corpus and folio* these proceedings closely advising the . / .

*

Bureau of the final octorwa. •/ ;
.

;

7-516
90205

JTLtgJb
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Q» I'l/t/ j &'tbiAii/ffb • UiMiitu STAxfiS GOVERNMENT

TO

FROM

« Director, FBI DATS: November 15# 1947

SUBJECT:

_ O^V/ , o u •

REKID
(Bufile -7-567)

/
Re your nemo dated 9/3<Vtl7 regarding CASSIUS MCDONALD*

{ Assistant United States Attorney JAMES J. GIBLIN, St. Paul, Minnesota,
advised on October 14# 1547# that McDONALD has been incarcerated since April 13#
1947# *t the Federal Correctional Institution at Sandstone, Minnesota; that
he applied for a writ on which an order to show cause was issued. Mr. GIBLIN
stated that he filed a response to the order on October 7# 1947# et St. Paul,
Minnesota. The Court appointed an attorney for MoDONAID, but McDONALD would
not accept him. Mr. GIBLIN further stated that the hearing on the order to show
cause will be held when another attorney has been appointed, who will be
acceptable to McDONALD. " 90206

Mr. GIBLIN advised that the Department of Justice in Washington, D. C.#
kncws all about this matter and has copies of all papers in their files.

. s
The "St. Paul Dispatch" for November 5# 1947# contained the following .

newspaper article*

"CASSIUS MCDONALD LOSES PRISON PI£A

00
Cassius/ iqcDonald, money changer for the Karpis -Barker kidnap

gang, lost his appeal for freedom today.

4/

"Judge Dennis F. Donovan, in a motion filed with the clerk of
federal district court here, denied McDonald f s writ of habeas
corpus whereby he sought his release from the Sandstone, Minn.,
federal institution.

"McDonald, serving t 15-y«ar term for his conspiracy in the

^lidnaping of Edward G>*Breiser , claimed that with time off for
good behavior his sentence expired Feb. 26# 1946.

"In his decision. Judge Donovan pointed out that McDonald was
at liberty on parole from Aug. 25# 1946 until last Aug. 13 , a
total of 352 days pending an appeal in Kansas City. As a result
he must serve for the time he was at liberty."

The reoords of the Clerk of United States District Court, St. Paul,

Minnesota, reflect that on November 4, 1947# there was filed with that office

tUW 2*
SBCOBDJW

oSOECl lM7.v®/ *

\%zju. ^2.5-220

fr
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J. S. SIMKINS
ATTORNEY AT LAW
Corsicana, Texas

- < l ^r- Tblmon

Mr. Qegg
Mr. €levin

Mr. Ledd

Mr.

Mr. Ro4a

Hovember 12, 1947 ,

Mr. Tracy
_ _

Mr. S^ea

u
j

Mr. Gomes
Mr. Harbo

Mr. Mohr __

Mr. Pemninrtoo .

.

Mr. Qufno Tamm...
Mr. N^sse .

Mr* J. Sdgar Hoover
—

Chief of Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C,

Pear Mr* Hoover:

For many years I have watched the fine work that your I

organization has been conducting, and whioh has been a source of great
gratification to myself, as well as to the great majority of true
Americans who have watched your most highly successful work*

There is a case upon which I have been wanting to write to
you for a long time* You will recall the Bremmer kidnapping ease that
occured a number of years ago in Montana, as I recall it* The chief
among this kidnapping bunoh was a man named Volney*' Pavis* When I saw
this name, which is rather an unusual one, it lead me to wonder whether

j

or not he was one and the same Yolney Pavis that at one time lived in
Corsicana, Texas, and who was my desk mate in the puhlic school in
Corsicana, Texas, and if not whether he was the son of the Volney Pavis i

withvhom I attended sohool here* When you find time to do so, I would
like for j'OU. to give me the background of this man Yolney Pavis that ,

'?

* Was caught and oonvioted of kidnapping and who is now, I take it,
serving a term in the penitentiary*

v This Yolneykavis that I knew was about as mean a white boy
* as I ever eame in contact with. He apparently had no fear and would
fight anyone in anyway and with any means at hand*

I have been expecting for some time to oome to Washington V
where I have a great many personal friends and when I do 1 am ecming \

over to see you* Thanking you for the foregoing information, I am \

A
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November 20, 1947

V

J

Mr. J. S. Sink ins .I^v ^ -v

Corsicana, Texas
:

Dear Mr. Simkinst

• Tour letter dated Wovember 12, 1947

,

has been received, and 1 want to express my
.

appreciation to you for the kind remarks you
made concerning this Bureau.

The ktdnaping of Edward 0,~Bremer
took place on January 17, 1934, at Saint Paul,
Minnesota, and was perpetrated by the Barker
Gang, folney Davis was a member of this gang. -

ft the present time Davis is incarcerated at
the United States Penitentiary, Alcatrax Island,
San Francisco - California, serving a life
sentence for his part in this crime. I am
enclosing a copy of the Identification Order
whtch was issued at the time this Bureau was
seeking his apprehension, together with other
literature which may be of interest to you.

v>.
'V

i'

- -4- > "4i

Tolaotr

CleJ-
IT. 01wrlE“
ir. load

-
Mr. KlehZla
Mr. Romo '

Mr. Tracy
Mr . tear

-"""

Mr. OumiT”
Mr. Harbo

> <>

Enclosure

10 412
The Story

Sincerely yours,

fL'T&dST Soever
. r

*-
•

- —
’

• 3r •
• v

> - tr • r.

John Edgar Soover ®
: .

W

r
. M

t B I u
i£CEIA£0~HVir #00. o

ffJ

iituV/r^ 0, CTU/SI 2«UU
-3 g

Mr . tohr " A/y
Mr. Pennington
Mr. Quinn Tam 'fr-C
t.t. E

ig *1

NOTEHww
mailed 3

A nOWfaj P.M.

Files are negative with respect to this
the information concerning Davis
tom the IC prepared in this case.



Cozier of the Department of Justice communicates
with me on January 2, l$k8, and stated he had received an^nquiry
from the House Judiciary Committee concerning one CassiusHZcDonald

,

I advised Hr, Cozier that McDonald was tied in as o go-
between in the Bremer Kidnaping Case and, as I recalled it, »7iod

been sentenced to prison for^his activities in that particular
case, I further advised Cozier that McDonald is known as a racketeer
and he is presently serving a prison sentence at Sandstone , MinnJ/

<i • ,
•

,

'
-

**
/. ;

'

> iS
WRG:amb

JAN 22 1948^- - . !
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v& Uij ^

34 JA..10 1940
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OfflC6 Men 'IWl * united government

SUBJECT:

UR. A. ROSE)

W.

ELMER PARMER
EDWARD G.WBREMER - Victim
KIIJNAPINGt WILLIAH HAMM, JR., Victim, KIDNAPING

February 19, 19U8
V. Tol»on
MT. E. A. 1
IT. Clegg
Mr. Glarin'
Mr. Lana

"

Mr. Nlctioli
Mr. Roman
Mr. Tracy”
Mr. Carson
lft*. Egan

~

IT. Ournaa
Mr. uarbo

“

Mr. Kendo!”

Today I telephoned Miss Zora Woody, United States Board of
Parole, and obtained the foUoiiing information concerning Elmer Fanner
in response to the telephone call from SAC McSwain to you yesterday#

Pennington
Quinn TamaTMr. Quinn '

Tala. Room
1ft*. Naasa

'

Mlsa Holaei
Miss

Elmer Farmer was received at the United States Penitentiary, V *

Leavenworth, Kansas, as number U7103-L on 6/llt/35 to serve twenty years
imprisonment imposed upon him at the U. S. District Court at St. Paul,
Minnesota, after being oonvicted of conspiracy to violate the Federal kidnapping
statute. Farmer was conditionally released from Leavenworth on 9/U»/l*7 to the
supervision of the U. S. Probation Officer, Chicago, Illinois. Miss Woody said
that this was a statutory release based upon regular good time allowances pins
extra good time he earned at Leavenworth in view of industrial services rendered
(labor in the prison work shops) which is also provided for by statute (Public
Law 67, 80th Congress). Miss Woody said the file at the Board of Parole failed
to reflect any information concerning the subject's plan for employment but that
these data and any other information concerning his activities might be obtained
from the United States Probation Officer at Chicago, Illinois.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

It is recommended that this information be telephoned to SAC McSwain
at Chicago in accordance with his request yesterday.

,-fcr

Addendum - 5:15 P.M.

The above information was fumiBhed to' SAC G. McSwain.

EJUtlg y.

*5?' B 1

37 FEBf>O W48
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Hr. R* T. Baiba Kerch 6, 1948
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tire ttrlsico. These wapor* bar* no rein* for exhibition pnrpoee* v’
:
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.
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:
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|
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Hr. Rosen
f. Tracy
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Attached berate la a llstinr of 57 gana oenflaeatad dtoriqf

tba lorestig*Visa of the ifrtswr Case (7-576) aara saeantljr

truifsmd firoc the laboratory to the f»rtograph! e Seotfen Bor i»» •
..

olosloa la ood exhibit la the 5th floor txhiblt Bom,

These Wiapaa* hm tsc ralna Insofar at tho Boforenae Celleat*
loo of llrrnti la ococeread and ectfeorltjjr for their aaa as exhibit
material h&s bars tmtei, Tho rewrJs of the laboratory have bean
altered to reflect tMr transfer, and abac the eaapoea bare earstd thilr
purpose aa erhIVItn, they afco&ld be ferrarded t* the Chief Clerk'e effioa
far peresoeat disposition. ‘ \ .... .

•

.

*’- - v*
'

; ,

***'
...

'
• \.:

,•

'
'

-
' ‘

f V
Tbs erchani** of eaeh vaspea listed ana rendered inoperailea

prior to lta itcloelen In the exhibit.

act 89-14-3.

- -IciL

IT. Toloon
Mr. fi. A. TV
IT. Class
IT. ClarlF

Ur. Harbo
Ur. Lohr

'

Ur. Panr.lngton
'" "*

Ur. Quinn Tama
Tala. Rook
Mr. Nease
Wlsa OandjT

t- ii a n n Q

»
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GOVERNMENT

)

Office Met,
r

..lum UNITED S.

\ A TO s DIRECTOR DATE: May 25, 1&8

FROM : 8AC, ST. PAUL

3)
SUBJECT: BREKID

For Information purposes, the following newspaper item appeared in the St. Paul
Dispatoh, St* Paul, Minnesota, for May 5. .1948*

rr>
Briefs in the appeal for freedom by CASSIUS MoDONALD, money ohanger

for the Karpis-Barker mob, wero filed today in the federal eighth
eiroult court of appeals.

"McDONALD, who is completing a 15-year prison sentence, is now in
the Sandstone federal institution. He was sentenced here in 195&
as being the BREMER kidnaping ransom money changer.

"During the trial in federal distriot court in St. Paul, the govern-
ment brought several Cuban bankers to testify that same of the ran-
som money was exchanged there.

"McDONALD is scheduled to be released July 7. regardless as to how
the oirouit court aots on his appeal.

"

HHPtJFC .

7-jo «'

-* : a4
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F B I
MAY 27 1943
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SAC, St. Paul

Director, FBI

//

/;

January 10, 1949

'brekid

Reurlet December 31*

Since the information supplied by Mr. Master* which was obtained by
him from Attorney LeSueur appears to pertain solely to the robbery of tbs
Third Northwestern Rational Bank In the year 1932 and has no connection with
instant oase, there does not appear to be any purpose to be serred in further

...

exploring this natter* - "v
*'

.

- ’• ' -
*

'• /
_''

=

* " •"* '
’

Before referring the information supplied hy Masters to the local
polios authorities who have jurisdiction over this bank robbery in 1932, it is
suggested that you contact Mr. Masters and ascertain if it will be satisfactory
with him to so furnish the Information to the local authorities and determine if
ho desires that the identities of any of the individuals mentioned by him be
kept confidential. Under those circumstances, the information may be furnished
to the Minneapolis Police Department.

r.. -‘«V

&

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

MAILED 12

& JAN 10 1949 p.M.

/A
/fUtUAL BUREAU Of tAVUTTGAIIOfl

0. B DtfABTMENT Of JUSTICE

i .

ALL IKrORMATION CONTAINED!

¥
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Office Memorandum • united states government

TO

>$UBJBCT:

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, ST# ‘PAUL

^SREKID
t&reau file #7-576)

DATS: D®C. 31, 1948

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

BERLINS UNCi-ASSlrlED / ^

-captioned caseThe following information is being reported in the above-cap
as it makes reference to the , BARKER-EARPIS GAN£L:

inasmuch

GUYL_IU>?1ASTERS, vice president. Main Office, Northwestern Rationol^Bonk,
•idnneapolis, Minnesota, telephonically contacted this office cm November 29,

1948, and stated that he possessed some information which he thought might be
of interest to "the FBI, especially in regard to the robbery of the Third North-
western National Bank in Minneapolis some years ago, which bank is one of their
branches#

Upon interview on November JO, 1948, MASTERS advised that recently he had a con-
versation with an attorney named ARTHUR LeSUEUR, who has offices at 1224 Metro-
politan Life Building, Minneapolis, Minnesota, telephone GEneva 5506# LeSUEUR,
according to MASTERS, stated that his partner, Mr# MAXFIELD, was approached by a
party named TY# Arr^TEISHOLM with the idea of having MAXFIELD sell for CHISHOLM
same stolen securities and bonds which were taken in connection with the robbery
of the Third Northwestern National Bank in Minneapolis some years ago# CHISHOLM
was reported to have identified himself to MAXFIELD as being part of the mob who
pulled that job, and CHISHOLM further remarked that Idle securities had been ^
placed in an envelope and were left with a Catholic priest for safekeeping# *0
LeSUEUR ajso mentioned that Yi

r

# A# CHISHOLM is reported to be in the U#^# Army
at the pr&sent time#

MASTERS stated that if Mr# LeSUEUR were interviewed, he could furnish more de-
tailed information regarding this incident#

MASTERS further advised that when the Third Northwestern National Bank was
robbed in Minneapolis in 1932, stocks and bonds amounting to #20, 316#90 were
taken, and none was ever recovered# However, MASTERS stated that these stooks

j

and bonds, of which he has a list, are presently of no value as a duplicate ofA'
each security has been made# He further stated the Third Northwestern National
Bank has been completely reimbursed by the Globe Indemnity Company, the Aetna
Casualty and Surety Company, the National Surety Company, the Fidelity and
Deposit Company of Maryland, and the American Surety Company of New York#

It might be stated at this time that the files of this office reflect that
the Third Northwestern National Bank was held up and robbed by members of the
BARKER-EARPIS GANG and during that robbery two Minneapolis policemen were
murdered, as well as an innocent person in St# Paul#

X" y£« C
Vf

CO-PJES

jiee
Destroyed
MAR 26 m Arr'-

S 7 (o 7v

a IMS'



Ifeno, DIRECTOR Dec. 31, igl+8

(
)

Re t BREKID
(Bufile #7-576)

At 1224 Metropolitan Life Building, Minneapolis, Minnesota, ARTHUR LeSUEUR,
attorney, was interviewed on Decembe^ 5# 1948# He advised that a friend of
his, not a law partner, named GEORGIfrj^w&PlELD, told him recently that he had
been swindled out of about $5000 in (connection with a real estate deal with
T7. A. CHISHOLM; that as a result, CHISHOLM and MAXFIELD are now on the 11outs”,

and MAXFIELD recently remarked that lie was once approached by CHISHOLM, who
asked him to depose of some stolen bonds which had been taken in connection
with a bank robbery in Minneapolis which he thought was the robbery of the
Third Northwestern National Bank* LeSUEUR further advised that when MAXFIELD
told him about this matter, MAXFIELD stated that he was told by CHISHOLM, a
disbarred attorney, that inasmuch as he, MAXFIELD, had a very good reputation,
MAXFIELD could dispose of the bonds for him* CEISHOLM also told MAXFIELD
that if MAXFIELD would not help him get rid of the bonds, he, CHISHOLM, would
have to return the bonds to the priest from whom he got them*

ARTHUR LeSUEUR advised that GEORGE MAXFIELD can be reached at DuPont 0648 in
Minneapolis, and he suggested that GEORGE MAXFIELD be personally interviewed
as he would, undoubtedly, relate the entire story*

ARTHUR LeSUEUR advised he did not know whether the above incident happened
recently or 6ome time ago, but he stated that MAXFIELD just told him about it
a short time ago and that he, in turn, passed the information on to Mr* MASTERS*

, it might be stated that ARTEIS^^!©^
key-figure

For record purpose

s

i

of MkRIDEL* LeSUEUR, who as a
*

is the
Communist in Minnesota*

stepfather

It was ascertained from a confidential source that DuPont 0648 is listed to

HERMAN M* MOE, 2716 Cedar Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota*

TOie 1948 Minneapolis City Directory makBS no reference to anyone named GEORGE
MAXFIELD* However, there is listed a UTLLIAM A* (MARGARET C. ) CHISHOIM, who
is a chief engineer with the U. S* Engineers and who resides at 1509 East
22nd Street*

A check of the indices of this office reflected that in St* Paul file #100-6495
there is a report of SA ROY 0* STUART, St. Paul, dated April 29, 1947# in the

case entitled ff
TIIE^0t3EU}.IBIAlI PARTY, aka Ther^Cblumbians, Inc*, ET AL, INTERNAL.

SECURITY - X"* That report makes reference to—National Order of Twenty-One”
being incorporated in Minnesota on March 16, 1958* On May 25, 193 8# the name
was changed to "National Brotherhoods, Inc*” That report reflects that the

2
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Memo, DIRECTOR Re * BREKID
(Bufile #7-576)

Dec. 31, 19U8

officers thereof were various individuals including ’TILL

director, and GEORGE &• 1 MAXFIELD. secretary-treasurer
ISHOLH. state

IS)

Mrs# S'/rAITSOU of the Employment Bureau, General Mills, Inc#, 701 - l6t Avenue.
South, Minneapolis, advised on December 3, 19i+8, that they had no employment record
for GEORGE A. IIAXFIELD but stated that a record might be located at 4OO - 2nd
Avenue South# '

St# Paul file #62-0 (serial 761+8) contains a memorandum from the Boston Office
to the Bureau dated August 27# 19^+7# entitled -"United American Veterans and
Auxiliary, Inc," wherein reference is made to



Memo, DIRECTOR Deo. 31, 191+8Re» BHEK1D
(Bufile #7-576)

Names
J Address*

Ages
Height*
Heights
Hairs
Eye ss
Complexions
Builds
Occupations
Police No* s

Fingerprint Classifications

Criminal Record* i

By letter dated December 3, 19^8, the Identification Di
was requested to furnish th^^^wrt^^^tion record ofJ|
which they did, fend he His record is



Memo, DIRECTOR Re i BREKID Deo. 31, ISM
(Bufile #7-576)

Contributor of Arrested or
Fingerprints Name and Number Received Charge Disposition

The following is the desc
appearing on print

Color*
Sex*
Address*

Birthplace*
Citizenship*
Date of Birth*

weightr

Complexion*
Build*

It is the recollection of older agents of this office that in connection with the
investigation of the kidnapping of Mr# BREIJER the name of a priest did appear in

connection with the kidnapping negotiations, and if it is absolutely necessary
to obtain the name of this priest, the old files of this office can be perused
or else the name could probably be obtained from ED.7ARD tELOS, who is still
in the banking business in St# Paul.

* '

'



lfemo, DIRECTOR Dec* 31, 191+8Ret BEEKID
(Bufile #7-576)

Inasmuch as the above information is believed to relate to a bank robbery 'which

occurred prior to 193^+ 'when the FBI obtained jurisdiction, and furthermore be-
cause it appears that WILLIAM A* CHISHOLM is an employee of the Tfar Department,
Bureau advice and instructions are desired as to "whether this office should in-

terview GEORGE A, MAXFIELD, 2716 Cedar Avenue, Minneapolis, Minnesota, and there-
after interview WILLIAM A* CHISHOLM, 1509 East 22nd Street, Minneapolis*

If Bureau instructions are to interview both MAXFIELD and CEISHOLM, advise
whether it would be agreeable to take along a representative of the Minneapolis
Police Department as that law enforcement agency would still have an interest
in the robbery of the Third Northwestern National Bank inasmuch as two members
of the Minneapolis Police Department were murdered by the bandits*

If Bureau instructions and advice are to the effect that this office should not
interview MAXFIELD or CHISHOLM, please advise whether it would be agreeable to
furnish to the Minneapolis Police Department a brief resume of the above facts
so that they, themselves, con interview MAXFIELD and CHISHOLM*

No further Inquiry will be made by this office pending Bureau advice and in-
structions*

RNPj JFC

7-30

6
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UNITED STA'ina GOVERNMENT

to' s Director, FBI DATS: January 21, 1949

SAC , St • Paul

T^EKID
(Bureau File #7-676)

Re our letter dated December 31, 1948, and your letter dated
January 10, 1949*

COY E. MASTERS, Vice President, Main Office, Northwestern
National Bank, Minneapolis, Minnesota, advised on January 14, 1949,
that it was perfectly all right with him for this office to furnish
the Minneapolis Police Department with information he previously
submitted*

Accordingly, on January 18, 1948, a brief resume of the
pertinent information was furnished to Inspector of Detectives EUGENE
BERNATH, Minneapolis Police Department, and to Detective LAURENCE

^

WALTOJI^of his office* They advised that they will interview GECRGE
and will then give consideration to what further inquires

they desire to make*

There being no other outstanding investigation pending in
this territory, this case is being closed*

RNPiLKO
7-50

jf B
$ JAN 25 1S49

62JAN 2b 1949
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Tour letter of January 179 1040, has been received /P
and / wont to tRanfc you /or your offer to fro o/ atsfeianoe to
this Bureau* Fran the information you furnished, however, no
record can be located in our files to indicate that the individual
you mentioned %e wanted at the present tine by the FBIm Notices
mere received by this organisation tn 2902 from the Indianapolis
Folios Department and tn 1900 from the State Bureau of Identifi oatto
at Bee Uotnee, Iowa, that o person such os you described teas
wanted by those agencies* It is suggested that you nay wish to
send complete details regarding his present whereabouts to those
organisations tn the event he is wonted at the present tine

»

Sincerely yours9

John Edgar Boover
Director

oc-Forctfh Service
<£

^**v * V -

Mr. Toloon
Mr. Cl»*e_

aunF

Mr. MichSIs
tr. Ronon
Ir. Trncy“
tr. Erar.

~

tr. LAim*a_
tr. hari
U. UstS

NOTEt "^Ajone Charles Adana with aliases among which is the altasA
of Curleyjtlouee, FBI #185726, has been sought by several law
enforcement organisations for burglary and robbery violations ;

and at one tine was wanted by the FBI tn connection with the
Brener kidnapping* However9 at the present time only the above
mentioned wanted notices ore outstanding in the Identiftcettan
Division* As correspondent wants hie identification* kfpt con-

.r ^̂entji that he communicate with vkgbe agencies

*

3§§>'!Li. V 8 I-

*

ir^'lffilLED 12

tr. b

tr. Quinn Tafx
ele. Ruo»
tr.

uer Umcy
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UNITED GOVERNMENT.
0

1

or
TO Director, FBI

FROM ‘^'SaC, St. PaulX
SUBJECT: BREKID

(Bureau File 7-576)

DATE: June 15,

Reference is made to St, Paul letter to Bureau dated Sept< — ,—

.

'^ttiich reflects detailed/information which was furnished by Mrs. D3LLA IDKERY

her brother, LEONARDxIMKINS, who was then at the State Hospital, St. Peter,

Minnesota. '

Reference should also be made to Bureau memo to St. Paul dated December 16,

1944, reflecting that the Criminal Division of the Department advised that the
institution of criminal proceedings was not warranted, and that further investiga-
tion was not desired.

In view of the following information, as suggested above, reference should
be made to St. Paul letter dated September 12, 1944* y*

follows:
By letter dated May 15, 1949, LEONARD HANKINS advised this o”fc£jce as

"Dear Mr. Rhodes,

*1 feel it is most important thet I should see you at the earliest date
possible* I canonly say in this letter — you will not regret making
the trip out to see me. I truly hope it is possible for you to^make
the trip in person -- but if not — send anyone you may wish to send.

'Thanking you in advance.

/s/ Leonard Hankins’

At the Minnesota Stat, Prison, Stillwater, Minnesota, SA RICHARD N. PRANKE
interviewed LEONARD CLIFTOl^^ANKINS, and he immediately recognized Agent PRANKE as
the agent who had interviewed him previois ly at the State Hospital, St. Peter,
Minnesota. HANKINS remarked that he is no. 11551, and was received at the prison
February • 5>, .1954, from Hennepin County, Minnesota, to serve a life sentence .-for
first degree $urder which involved the robbery of the Third Northwestern National
Bank, “inne^olis, Minnesota.

[ ,

b: ^ rrRECORDED - 123
b!
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Memo to Director Re* ERBKID June 15, 1949

7
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HANKINS stated that the information which he previously furnished to Agent
FRANKE at St. Peter, Minnesota, (in 1944) was still true and correct, and he stated

that he was transferred back to the Minnesota State Prison, Stillwater, Minnesota,

during the fall of 1948. ^ VVv^

HANKINS mentioned that Murder, Inc., is still bping operated ou£^°f the
Minnesota State Prison, and he remarked that GEORGEyOTJNG and JCSEPH^SCEAEFER,
including RUBIN SHETSKY, still appear to run the prison, whereas Warden LEO UTECHT
is merely a "Charlie McCarthy." HANKINS further mentioned that at one time YOUNG
and SCHAEFER used to have a private room where they would eat steaks; however, he
stated now both YOUNG and SCHAEFER appear in the mess hall with the other inmates,
but they seldom eat the same food as the others do. He stated that both YOUNG and
SCHAEFER also have in their cell blocks small electric plates whereby they can make
coffee at any time they desire.

HANKINS stated that several years ago he personally complained to Warden
UTECHT about the special privileges that YOUNG and SCHAEFER of Murder, Inc., were
getting, and at that time Warden UTECHT told him that he, UTECHT, would see *to

it that HANKINS spent the rest of his life in prison, and that he would never get
out. HANKINS further remarked that when BENJAMIN "BUGSY" SIEGEL of Murder, Inc.,
was alive, it was nothing unusual for SIEGEL to visit YGUNG and SCHAEFER at the
pdson, and they would generally meet in the Warden’s office, instead of at the
regular visiting room.

HANKINS mentioned that he personally believes that Warden LEO UTECHT is
making every effort to hinder his, HANKINS, getting a parole or pardon, as HANKINS
stated he believes that UTECHT "is afraid of him* for the reason that UTECHT
knows that HANKINS knows too much about UTECHT* s criminal connections,v

HANKINS fu^erstpted that he previously told about $100,000 supposed to
be coming from <^RIESj^ARg>f Brown and Bigelow, St. Paul, Minnesota, which
money was to get YOUNG and SCHAEFER out of prison.

HANKINS remarked that he understands that Warden LEQAUTECHT has a son who
is supposed to be an office manager for gHARas^tA^>t Brown, and Bigelow.

rviuroTpl'n
Btated that the 1948 st * Paul City Directory lists WILLIAM R.
being DePartment ^ager at Brown and Bigelow and as residingat 1447 West California Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota.)

6

. n
6*ated that about trff0 months ago he was told that his case was going:to be heard by the Minnesota State Pardon Board, and he advised that his attorney^
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Memo to Director Re: B REKID June 15, 194R

JOHN J. KELLY of the Rand Tower Building, Minneapolis, Minnesota, was to assist

him. HANKINS stated that the night before he was supposed to appear before the

Pardon Board he became very ill, and as a result, the guards and Deputy Warden

took his temperature, which was over 103 degress, and he stated instead of being

taken to the hospital he was thrown into solitary confinement for nine continuous

days, and slept on nothing but a piece of canvas. Subsequently, HANKINS stated

he learned that his attorney, Mr. KELLY, represented him at the hearing, but he

has never been officially advised as to the outcome*

HANKINS 1 main complaint at this time is that it seems funny to him that he, an

innocent man, should be kept in prison for an offfcnse which he never committed.

HANKINS stated that since he has been in prison he has hired a number of attorneys

and all that they seem to do is to take his money, and he personally believes that

they do not make very much of an effort to try to get him out of prison.

HANKINS stated that he understands that the FBI, the Attorney General for the

United States, and the Federal Government have in their possession information

and evidence to prove, beyond any doubt, that he was not involved in the robbery

and murder of two police officers at the Third Northwestern National Bank, but

that the robbery and murders were committed by the members of the famous Barker-

Karpis Gang.
£ XTS'- f' ^

*-~***~—^

HANKINS stated that he personally believes that I£0 UTECHT, Warden, liinnesota

State Prison, takes a personal interest in his case every time it is supposed to
come before the Pardon Board, and he believes that UTECHT must tell the Pardon
Board a "bunch of lies" about him, as he cannot understand why the Pardon Board
with suc£, evidence will not pardon him.

He believes that, inasmuch as he knows so much about UTECHT 1 s favoritism for certain

inmates, UTECHT is afraid if he gets out on the street he may publish such reports
and cause an investigation. HANKINS stated for this reason he believes UTECHT
is the person responsible for him staying in prison.

HANKINS further related that within the last month or two a number of nightclubs
in Minneapolis sent to the prison their entertainers who a show for the
inmates. According to HANKINS, YOUNG, SCHAEFER and RUBIK^HETSKY were allowed to
sit in a special section to watch the show, and he later heard through gossip that
the women entertainers returned the following day and were taken to the basement
of the prison, and thereafter harden UTECHT personally took *0UNG, SCHAEFER and
SHETSKY to the basement, where he left them alone with some of the women entertainers

HANKINS further stated that the newspapers made reference to his case coming up
before the Pardon Board, and he stated that those newspaper clippings should be

- 5
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Memo to Director Re: BREKID June 15, 1949

made a part of his complaint, as they reflect that the Government possesses infer-

mation that he is innocent of the crime for which he is serving.

HANKINS specifically asked as to whether or not M. B. RHODES, head of the FBI in

St. Raul, could make a visit to the Governor's office and personally see Governor

LUTHER W. YOUNGDAHL to determine why the Minnesota State Pardon Board does not give

him a pardon when the Government knows that he is innocent.

HANKINS farther stated that he is getting disgusted with employing various attorneys

as he stated they seem to be making no progress in getting him out of prison, and he

often wonders whether or not the attorneys are influenced by conversations they

have with harden TJTECHT. HANKINS further advised that LEO UTECHT always uses the

statement that he, HANKINS, is crazy, and that is why he was sent to the State

Hospital at St. Peter, Minnesota.

HANKINS further stated that he would like to see that the above information gets

to the proper Government officials and was advised thet the same would be for-

warded to the FBI headquarters at Washington, D.C., who would undoubtedly transmit

same to the Attorney General's office. .— ^

For the information of the Bureau, RU3IN SHETSKY, mentioned above, was the subject

in the case entitled, *RUBIN SHETSKY, was., UFAP (MURDER).* instant file contains

newspaper clippings and it is believed that similar copies are in possession of

the Bureau; nevertheless, I am transmitting herewith two copies each of the fol-

lowing newspaper items which relate to the HANKINS case before the State Pardon
Board:

^St. Paul Pioneer Press, St. Paul, Minnesota, for 4/7/49, entitled,
"Leonard Hankins, Barker Gangster, Will Ask Parole";

-^Minneapolis Morning Tribune, Minneapolis, Minnesota, for 4/7/49,
entitled, *4 Seek Pardons From Life Terms";

^-St. Paul Dispatch, St. Paul, Minnesota, for 4/7/49, entitled,
"Hankins Parole Plea to Recall Gang Days*;

- St. Paul Dispatdh, St. Paul, Minnesota, for 4/12/49, entitled,
"FBI Records Show Hankins Innocent, State Board Told."

For information and record purposes, the following inoident is being reported:

After Hankins was interviewed. Agent PRANKS returned to the office of ORVILLE ENGSTROM,
Secretary to the Warden, and inquired whether agent could look at Hankins* file.
In the past, ENGSTROM has given agents the entire file of the inmate so that the
agent could thoroughly peruse same. On this occasion, ENGSTROM got the file but
held it and immediately remarked, "Hankins is a nut." He then asked as to what

4
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Memo to the Director He: B REKID June 15, 1949

information agent desired, and he was told that agent was primarily interested in
knowing when HANKINS last appeared before the Pardon or Parole Board, and ENGSTROM
remarked that HANKINS has never had a parole hearing, but His case has been heard
by the Pardon Board on several occasions, but it has always been turned down* He
remarked that the State Pardon Board will not hear HANKINS 1 case again until 1967*

This office will not conduct any further inquiries regarding this matter unless
a specific request to do so is received from the Bureau*

-CLOSED-

4'

- 5 -



1949sThe following article appeared in the "St. Paul Dispatch" for April 12,

"FBI RECORDS SHOW HANKINS
INNOCENT, STATE BOARD TOLD"

"The state pardon board was told today that the files of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and the state crime bureau show that Leonard
Hankins, Stillwater lifer, is an 1 innocent man. f

"Hankins was convicted of complicity in the Third Northwestern National
bank robbery in Minneapolis on Dec. 16, 1932, when two policemen were
shot to death. A St. Paul man was killed at Como Park during the flight
of the gang.

"At one time the pardon board voted to free Hankins and send him to
Kentucky where he is wanted on a robbery charge. The decision was
rescinded when Kentucky authorities refused to take him because he
had been sent to the St. Peter State hospital and labeled •insane.* He
now is back in Stillwater after having been adjudged sane.

"John J. Kelly, Minneapolis attorney who originally defended HankinA
at his trial on the murder charge, pointed to a confession by JesSpoyle,
member of the Barker-Karpis mob, absolving Hankins of a part in thd
holdup*

"Ia-trrenc^eyol, who pleaded guilty to a murder charge after admitting
he machine-gunned the policeman, al 60 had given authorities statements
exonerating Hankins, the attorney told the hoard. DeVol, after serving a

fv” iD
f*

illwater » was transferred to St. Peter from where he laterescaped. Subsequently he was killed in a gun fight.

crime bureau

S5

itayjr. Alvin *arpie, £rne D"T°1’

term in Alcatra^for’participatin^i.^th^Vid*'
3 * WeaTer

,

is E#"ving a life
Paul banker. Doyle aaa tried in the a

* kidnaping of Edvard Bremer. St.
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The following article appeared in the "St. Paul Dispatch" for April 7,

1949:

"HANKINS PAROLS PLEA TO RECALL GANG DAYS"

"Echoes of the days when St. Paul was gangdom 1 s haven will resound in

Gov. Youngdahl f s office Tuesday when the strange case of Leonard

Hankins, Stillwater lifer, comes up before the state pardon board.

"Hankins was convicted as a participant in the sensational daylight
robbery of the Third Northwestern bank, Minneapolis, and the machine-
gun massacre of two policement and a civilian in Como park a few
hours later Dec. 16, 1932.

"The combined holdup and murder was prelude to the terror the infamous
Barker-Iarpis gang was to bring to this area for the next few years.

, Included were the South St. Paul payroll robbery and the William^A.

^
Hauun and Edward G.^Bremer kidnapings. .

"Hankins has steadfastly maintained his innocence in the Minneapolis
bank job. His claims have been backed by confessions made by Jess
Doyle, another Barker-Karpis gang member, who admitted being driver
of ±fre automobile used in the double crime. Lawrence (Larry) DeVol,
the"trigger-happy bandit who confessed that he machine-gunned the Como
park victims, also absolved Hankins of any part in the holdup.

"FBI records show that $112,000 loot from the bank robbery was shared by Alvin
Karpis, Fred and Harpld (Doc) Barker* DeYol, William Weaver, Verne Miller
and Doyle.

"Five days later DeYol was arrested in a Grand avenue apartment. More
than $16,000 of the bank loot was in his possession, according to the FBI.

"DeVol, after serving a number of years in Stillwater, was transferred to
St. Peter state hospital. He escaped and later was killed in a West coast
gunfight.

"While Harold Stassen was governor, the pardon board decided to release
Hankins to Kentucky, where he was wanted on a robbery charge. But, while
the board was considering his case, Hankins was transferred to the St.
Peter hospital. Kentucky refused tp accept him because he was labeled
"insane."

9

"Later considered sane, Hankins was returned to Stillwater. This will be Hankins 1

tenth appeal for freedom."
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The folloYdng article appeard in the "Minneapolis Morning Tribune" for April 7#

1949

:

"4 SEEK PARDONS FROM LIFE TERMS”

"Karpis Gang Member
Makes 10th Appeal

"Four Stillwater prison ’lifers 1 including a former member of the famed

Barker-Karpis gang which terrorized the mictest in the 1930’s, will seek

their freedom from the state pardon board Tuesday.

"Leonard Hankins, 53, convicted of shooting one of two policemen killed
during a holdup of the Third Northwestern National Back of Minneapolis
on Dec* 16, 1932, is a former gang member now seeking release from a
life term.

"If he wins his case, Hankins said he will waive extradition to Kentucky,
where he is wanted by the McCracken county sheriff to serve out the
balance of a 10-year term for robbery. He escaped from the Princeton
county jail at Paducah, Ky. , after serving only four months.

"It will be Hankins’ 10th appeal for freedom. All previous requests
have been turned down.

"Other lifers for whom freedom pleas will bejn^de when the board meets
in Gov. Luther Youngdahl’s office are Robert^ngler, 59, convicted in,

y/ 1935 in Hennepin county of killing his common-law wife; Charles w
.

> 54, convicted in 1919 in McLeod coupty of killing a man in a
famous ’cornfield murder’ case; and flaltep^esterlund, 54, who pleaded
guilty in 1921 in Becker county to killing a man after an argument.”
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The following article appeared in the "St. Paul Pioneer Press" for April 7,

1949:
* ’

"Leonard Hankins, Barker Gangster, Will Ask Parole"

By John T. Withy
United Press Staff Correspondent

Four Stillwater prison "lifers," including a former member of the famed
Barker-Harpis gang which terrorized the Midwest in the 1930* s, will seek
their freedom from the state Pardon board Tuesday.

"Leonard Hankins, 53, convicted of shooting one of two policemen killed
during a holdup of the Third Northwestern National bank of Minneapolis on
Dec. 16, 1932, is the former gang member seeking release from a life term.

"If he wins his case, Hankins has said, he will waive extradition to

Kentucky, where he is wanted by the McCracken county sheriff to serve
out the balance of a 10-year term for robbery. He escaped from the
Princeton county jail at Paducah, Ky. , after serving only four months.

"It will be Hankins’ 10th appeal for freedom. All previous requests have
been turned down.

3 OTHERS SEEK RELEASE

"Other lifers for whom freedom pleas will be made are Robert Engler, 59,
convicted in Hennepin countv of killing his common-law wife; Charles W.
Forbes, 54, convicted in McLeod county of killing a man in a celebrated
^cornfield murder" case, and Walter Wester lund, 54, who pleaded guilty in
Becker county to killing a man after an argument.

fied Nankin as one of the gang, which also included the Barker brothers,
Alvin -^arpis, Clarence and I«.wrence Devol, and Robert Newborn. Other
witnesses said Hankins took part in a later robbery of the Kraft State
bank at Menomonie, Wis.

"Nankins, however, denies any part in the robbery or machine-gunning of the
two policemen, Ira L. Evans and Ieo Gorski. He claims he was in a St. Paul
barber shop at the time of the crime, end that independent reports madeby federal agencies confirm his alibi.

"Nankins came originally from Princeton, Ky.
term at Stillwater on Feb. 6, 1933.

He was sentenced to a life
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"Engler, who has been at Stillwater since 1935, pleaded guilty to
shooting his coramon-law wife, Clara Claese£ens, who operated a rooming
house at 1331 Hawthorne ave., Minneapolis. He said in his application
that he does not seek immediate release, but commutation of his life
term.

"Forbes and Myron Basset, now paroled, were convicted in McLeod County
Dec. 15, 1919, of killing Gust Larson, who had picked them up in his
car. Larson was struck over the head with a crank, ggged, robbed and
left in a cornfield to die.

"Forbes claimed Basset was the instigator and the man who struck Larson.

"Westerlund entered Stillwater prison 0ct. 12, 1921, after admitt ng he

shot Albert Nasuth, a farmhand near Shell Lake, in an argument over
purchase of Nasuth 1

s car. He claims he did the shooting in a "moonshine
craze" and has undergone religious conversion since entering prison.

"In all, the board has 66 cases on its one-day agenda. Other board
members arc Chief Juctice Charles Loring of the state supreme court and
Attorney General J. A. A. Burnquist. It will be the board^s quarterly
meeting."

4
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Assistant Attorns/ General Alexander U. Caepball July 31, 1949
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Eeferer.ee is Bade to Bureau eoirorendun to Aesletaot Attorney General To* C.
Clark doted October 4, 1944# bearing the above caption and to a eeaorandun froa
the Orlaical Division of the Department dated October 26, 1944 bearing the above
caption, reference TCC»%B:ALk'j 144-39-5* -•/ •, .. y

.

_

'

The above referenced Bureau bsdorandux set out allegations voluntarily given
to ar. Agent of the St* Paul office In 1944 b/ Leonard fiankina, an innate of the

Minnesota State Prison, StUlweter, kinneaota, serving a life sentence for first
degree surder in connection with the robbery of the Third Northwestern Nations! Bank
in iir.r.oapolia, hinnsaota, against harden Leo Otesht of tha kinnesote Stats Friton,
ftillvaler, Kinaecota. TLeee allegations were to the effect that harden btecht had
by hia own actions as Carden, and by his official influar.es over other individuals,
prevented hankins froa having his case brought up before the Fardon board for
consider* ‘for.. h«. willed that Harden Utecht was friendly toward certain inn&tae
who were associated with, and coabere of j-der, Incorporated", and t}at these y
individuals dominated the harden, he pointed out that he believed the Harden real-g ‘

lies that he, Hankins, was ssara of thaes oonnections and that tha harden was • ** *

afraid hankins would expose such connections if released fron prison. This bsaoru^unr
also contained infomation which was furnished to Aga* ts of this Bureau by Jess t! 5^
Toyle and Alvin Farpia in 1935 to the offset that Bankins was not connect'd with tXh
robbery of the Third Northwestern National 3enk in Linnnapolls, 1'inr esota. The <
itantificstiou record of Hankins was furnished to you in the above references PureftiX
tezonatom.

This Bssorandua also contained statements Bade is Bureau Agents by lire.

Leila Lowery, slater of Hankins, k’ra. Lowery alleged that Hankins was cot receiving
proper radical treatment and that he was being treated as an Inaaca Individual
whan actually he was ears. She felt that Hankins was innocent arid that harden Dtecht
had prevented his release froa prises, v ^

- ....

. y 7;<-
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The above referenced Bureau BsaorsnduB wav furnished to you in order that
• an opinion Bight be furnished the Bureau as to whether any violation of the Federal

law existed and whether this Bureau should conduct any investigation in this Better.

: ••*. B^r the above referenced aesoranduB froa tha Criminal dvision of the Depart-
tent this Bureau was advised tfrat froc the lnforsatlon preaently available it appsar-
e«-thct the Institution of criminal proceedings waa not warranted, and that nc further

• Leonard Hankins has recently directed a am B'pgfvsu office req-aeV*

— - that fee b&AOontacted^lt' en Agent of the Burea u^3.^4fia'«ln^54SLac?ct he waa

Ki.®
11fil^EBtuctecMLOT Tinkiai irol^tartl7 furnished tbs folioirinc infore* 13 on:

Clegg
Mr. OlavTn
Mr. Ladd
S: i?Sois=i«?oaUfietion is desired.
IT. Tracy"

S:“rt0
Mohr m
Palinington

Ml*r Qandy_
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XK3D to Assistant Attomay Ocncral Alexander !!•

Ee, et thfl prcennt tine, is assigned Co* 116C1, tad au reocived at the
l&nr>c»qta : tato iYlccn, ftillvatcr, &nno«ota, February 8, 1986 fro:r. Hennepin County,
limes->ta to servo a life ecatoace fur first decree auraer vhiuh involved the robbery
of the Third Bortbaertcm national Dank, tlosoapolit, Hnnesote#

v Rankins claimed that the inforaotlon which ho freviously fUmithed to ca
•cent of the £t* r*;l office while an innate in the state Hospital, ft* Peter,

'

MUnccota in 1944 ear true and correct* Uo stated ha hod been transferred free, the
ffcate Sospital at St* Petor back to the Umesota State Prison et Stillwater in the
relief 1948* / •. > . v -;-

: ,

'

Re nontlooed that Harder, Incorporated is still being opo:-atod out of the
Minnesota state Prison and that George Young and Joseph Sehaefer, as veil as Rubin
Sbeti&y still appoar to nsa the prison, whereas tardea loo Uteobt is taeroly a "Charlie
VtoCarUiy," Re pointed out that at one tine Young tad f choofer bad a private room
where they could eat steaks* However, at the present tine both Young and Schaefer
appear In the sees hall with the other inmates but seldom eat the soao fbod as is
served to the others* Doth Young end fohnofer have in their oell blocks swill electric
plates on which they oan aft a coffee at spy tine they desire*

Several years ago he personally complained to Fardea Utoohfc about t!ie special
privileges that Young and fohaefer of torie Incorporated wo 0 getting and at that
tine Vardan ITtecbt told hin that he, Ufcooht, would see to it that ho spent the rest
of his life in prison and that be would never got out* Hsaldns renarkod that whan
Sanjanln "Dujey" f iogel of Murder Incorporated was olive it woo not unusual for Ciegol
to visit Young tad (iehaefer at the prison and that they would generally aeofc in the
tardea1 s office Instead of in the regular visiting leases

• .. .
.

.
• - *>.

Re believed that tTardcn Vtooht woe waking every effort to Id dor his obtain*
Ing a parole or pardon* Re believed that Dtecbt "is afraid of hla" for the reason
that the harden knows that he has too ouch information about Uteoht** erininal eonnoo*
timu q ...

Hankins again Mentioned the Information which he hod previously furnished
•bout $194,000 which was supposed to be eocdng flea Chariot *?ord of Brown and Bigelow,
6t* Paul, Mmosota, which aonoy was to aeeist in obtaining a release tron the prison
fur Young and Schaefer* He understood that ttardta Oteoht hoe a eon who is supposed
to be an offloe oanagsr for Charles vard at Drawn and Bigelow* (it will ba noted that
the 1948 ft* Paul City Directory lists one rilliaa P* Utecht as being departaont
Manager at brown and Bigelow, and as redding at 1447 '•'cet California Avon*, ft*
2Uul, Minnesota), .•*

About two Months age be was told that bis case was going to be board by the
XLnneaota State Pardon Board end his attorney dote ft Kelly of the Rend Tww Building,
fcOjnoapolis, Linr.csota was to assist him* The night before he was supposed to ap;>oa~

before the ^Urdon Board he bocar» very 111 and as a result tho gaards sad tho roputy
border: took his tcr^arafcurc, which vac over 105 degrees, and instead of being taken
to the hospital bo vac thrown into solitary confinement far nine continuous days and
slept on nothing but a piocc of canvas* hubsequcatly, Hankins stated he loomed that
hie attorney*, Ur* icily, reproec "tod hin et tho hoaring, but he has never been
officially advised as to the outoono*

T



IUubo to laslatent Attorney General Alexander 12, Campbell

F-ar.klnr* caIn complaint at the tine of this lest interview was that it aserj
funny to hie that he, as innocent Kan, should be kept In prison for an offeree which
he never cocr-itteu, lie pointed cut that since he hoe bear In prison he hns hired a num-
ber of attorneys pr.d all thet the/ ease to do is to taka his sons/* Ha does not
believe that the/ wade very much of an affort to try to get bis out of prison,

Harkins stated that be understands thet the FBI, the Attorns/ General for the
United dates, and the Federal Government have in their possession infonw? tion end
evidence to prove, beyond soy doubt, that he was not Involved In the robbery end nurder
of two police officers et the Third Northwestern National Bank, but that the robbery
and warders were eoaaitted by the w-rbire of the fasous Barker-harpis Gang, (In regard
to this s tatscant of Hankins please refer to paragraph $, page 4 of the esova referred
to Bureau aenorandua which sets out Information oontained in the file of thia Bureau
io regard tc ata tenants wade by one Jess Doyle and Alvin Kerpla)

Harkins went on to state that he personally believes that harden fteefct takes

• personal interest in his case every ties that It is suppoaed to eoee up before the
Pardon Board, end he believes that Utecht tells the Pardon Board *a bunch of lies*
•bout him as he cannot understand why the Pardon Board with auch evidence will not par-
don him, -

He believes thet since he knows so mush about Utecht *a favor!tier for certain
lmatee * * - • •**. -t.e

-a •**. v - — u w.i v tfraid that If he cats out on the street he say publish such
reports end cause an investigation* It was Hankins opinion that for this reason Utecht
is personally responsible for hi* staving in prison.

He pointed out thet within the past month or two a nunbar of nightclubs la
Waneapolis sent to the prison their entertainers who put on a slow for ths lnsates,
loung, Schaefer and Shateky wars aliened to eit in e special section to watch the show
end he later heard through gossip that ths women entertainera returned the following
day and were taken to the hasament of the prison, and thersaftsr fardsn Utecht personal:
took Toung, Schaefer and Sheteky to the baseeant where he left then alone with some
of the w&en entertainers.

He pointed out thet the local newspapers made reference to hie case cowing
up before the Fardon Board, end he deeired that these newspaper clippings be made pert
of his complaint as they refloat thet the Uovernaent possesses information thet he is
Innocent of the crime for which be 1s serving,

}
' He pointed that he waa getting disgusted with employing various attorneys
as tt»ey see* to be making mo progress in getting him out of prison and he often wonders
whether or not the attorneys ere influenced by conversation* they have with tardea
Utecht. He also pointed cut that tardsn Utecht always uses the statement that be,
Hankins, Se oraay, and that Is why he waa amt to the State Hospital at St, Pater,

Sfctisn'sou.
OlavuT

Mr. *1choIF

». Tracy
Ksnkina requested that the above information be furnished to the proper
a - » . a . ... .. .» • r

egnJuiyernnent officials in order that hi
herbo
Mohr

‘

c&co r.ijht hav« prop*? consideration*
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K«ao to Assistant Attorney Central Alexander U. Caxpball

One copy of the following newepaper artidea which appeared in the local
newspapers in regard to Hankins' case ere being ansloaad herewith!

li

mm
SaiaeaaB

St. Paul rioneer Frees, St. Paul, Minnesota, for 4-7-49, entitled,
•Leonard Lankina, Barker Gangster, will Ask Parole"j

Minneapolis homing Tribune, limespoils, Minnesota, for 4-7-49,
anti tied, "4 Seek Fordone Fro* Lift Terms"j
St* Paul Dispatch, St* Paul, Minnesota, for 4-7-49, entitled,
•Hankins Farola Flea to Bacall Gang Xays"j • v

St* Paul Liapatoh, St* Paul, Lirnesota, for 4-12-49, entitled^
v. *731 Eocorda Show Hankins Innocent, State Board fold," _ :

'

It will be noted that 1% the conclusion of the interview of Hankina, the
Secretary to the Warden of Linneeeta State Prison, Stillwater, Minnesota advised
the agent of the St* Paul office that Hankina baa never had a parole hearing bat
that kle case baa been heard by the Pardon Board on several occasions and hoe always
been turnod down* It was stated that the Pardon Board will not hoar hie case again
until 19£7* ..

Ko further action la being taken by this Bureau in regard to this Better
unless advised to the eontraiy by the lepartaent*

ntBsssr

i?5
r8n
p!^

part>r̂ n
i
al

*!!
a
“? 101,19 Bure*u <}at8d October 26, 1944 appears in file 44-

15260 afd f« le'/Tllo^*
October 4, 1944 appears in fila 7-576-^

44*'2
i
03

"J*
**Geni information furnished to the Department waa obtainefrom St.^paul memo to the Bureau dated June 15, 1949 entitled Brekid*

*

. S'*

:

j.
"

J.
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Penninflon
Mr. Quim Tub
Tala. Room

Miar OandjT



ACTION TO BE TAKEN:

JTw >

CANCEL FUGITIVE STOPS FOR: CRIMINAL INDEX ^ S.S. INDEX DESERTER INDEX-

CANCEL WANT IN L. E. B. ^ TnirotrTTPTr-A'PTriu nmiro wn / <2 ?

DATE OF FUGITIVE CARD

ADD ADDITIONAL ALIASES

IDENTIFICATION ORDER NO

'4-/Z- 3 / IDENT. MEMO RECEIVED YES.

DESCRIPTION CRIMINAL RECORD



I ^

‘ . .

Office Memorandum • united states government

TO

F*

s Director* FBI

fl^AC, St. Paul

DATE: July 29* 1949

Memo to

Irlent. .antf-

SUBJECT: VBREKID
(Bureau File #7-576)

V

i > \\& —
I vr

ft
o-S > '

u —cC* . L-

A t-
-L

For the information of the Bureau* there is transmitted herewith a cop'

of a letter dated June 29* 1949, which Honorable JOHN W. GRAFF, United States Attorney,

St. Paul* Minnesota, sent to the Attorney General* copy of which was received by
this offioe on June 30* 1949; also transmitted, is a copy of a letter dated July 22,

1949* which I received from Mr. GRAFF, as well as a copy of a "Petition to DiBmiss^^
Pending Indictments" and a copy of the "Order* of ROBERT C. BELL, United States
District Judge, dated July 22, 1949#

nne Bureau^ attention is directed to the individual named JOSEPH PATRICK^ ..*..

MORAN. J
-

~

It is noted that Identification er No. 1232 issued September 14, 193

—

*Ab still outstanding against Dr. JOSEPH P.^ilORAN, was., Joseph ran, Joseph C.

v^oran, which Identification Order reflects t^at MORAN is wanted for questioning
4 _ .UU 4-1* . ’PTVKTA'Dn (1 OfcTD’CnfUrD .4- 04- -am * /‘vin connection with th^Midnaping of EDVtARD G.*%REMER at St. Paul, Minnesota, <m
January 17, 1934^X^ V

In view of the information furnished by Mr. GRAFF* the Bureau may desire;
to cancel the above Identification Order for MORAN.

Mo further action will be taken as the result of the above information
unless a specific request to (Jo so is received from the Bureau*

*

SN

\
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y United States Department of Justice
******

In Reply Refer To UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
JJG-hls 221 Federal Courts Building

St* Paul 2, Minnesota
10-5615 (#5)

‘

July 22, 1949*

Mr# M# B# Rhodes,
Special Agent in Charge,
Federal Bureau of investigation,
404 ^ew *ork Building,
St# Paul (l), Minnesota

In re: Dismissal of pending kidnap
Indictments - Alvin &arpavic£,
et al#

Dear Sir:

We enclose a copy of Order of the District

Court, Robert C# Bell, Judge, signed and filed today,

dismissing a number of pending kidnap Indictments to

which is attached copy of our Petition in the matter.

4'

Very truly yours,

/s/ John W# Graff

JOHN W. GRAFF,
United States Attorney

Biel.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA

THIRD DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Plaintiff,
Nos* 6095, 6096, 6174, 6248,

6249, 6257, and 6258.

PETITION TO DISMISS PENDING
INDICTMENTS

ALVIN KARPAVICZ, et al.

Defendants® )

JAMES J. GIBLIN, Assistant United States Attorney for the District

of Minnesota, petitions and Bhows to the Court as follows:

^hat Indictment No. 6095 returned January 2

2

^t935 here-

d / ^
in against the defendants Arthur R. Barker, Harry Campbelu/ Elmer Farmer,

x> a v ^ i
Harold Alderton, William **eaveri\sH«u*ry Sawyer , William J. Harrison, John Doe

^an# Richard Roe wherein they are ch^geEK^^ith having kidnapped and trans-

ported one Edward G. Bremer in violation of Ti^le 18 U®S.C®A. 408 (a)®

That Indictment No. 6096 returned January 22, 1935, is pending herein

against the defendants Harry Campbell, William Weaver, Harry Sawyer, William

v / l O
HarriBon, Joseph Patrick Moran, (Whitie), MyrtlejEaton, John Doe and

Eichard Roe, wherein they are charged with having^etffispired to kidnap and

transpor^ interstate one Edward G. Brepmr^in violation of Title 18 U.S.C.A.

408 (a)®

That Indictment No. 6174 returned September 27, 1935, is pending

herein against the defendants Arthur (Doc) Barker, William J. ^arrison,

©
Byron Bolton, Elmer Farmer and “arold Alderton, wherein they are cher ged with

having conspired to transport interstate one Edward G. Bremer in violation of

Title 18 U.S.C.A. 408 (a).

That Indictment No® 6248 returned April 22, 1936, is pending herein

against the defendants Arthur (Doc) Barker, Byron Bolton, John P® Peifer,

Charles J. Fitzgerald, Elmer Fanner and E<jward C. Bartholmey, wherein they
>

- 1 -
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\

are charged with having conspired to kidnap and transport interstate

William Hamm, Jr., in violation of Title 18 U.S.C.A. 408 (a ).

That Indictment No. 6249 returned April 22, 1936, is pending herein

against the defendants Arthur (^oc) Barker, John P. Peifer, Charles J#

Fitzgerald, Byron Bolton, Elmer Farmer and Edward C# Bartholmey, wherein

they are charged with having conspired to kidnap and transport interstate

one William Hamm, Jr., in violation of Title 18 U#S*C#A# 408 (a)*

That Indictment N0# 6257 returned June 11, 1936, is pending herein

against the defendants Arthur Barker, John P. Peifer, Charles J# Fitzgerald

and Elmer Farmer, wherein they are charged with having conspired to kidnap

and transport interstate one William Hamm, Jr*, in violation of Title 18

U.S.C.A. 408 (a).

That Indictment N0# 6258 returned June 11, 1936, is pending herein

against the defendants Arthur Barker and Elmer Farmer wherein they are

oherged with having conspired to transport interstate one William Banin, Jr.,

in violation of Title 18 U.S.C.A# 408 (a).

Th rrt with respect to all of the defendants against whom Indictments

are pending as above set forth, they have heretofore been sentenced or they

have never been apprehended or identified or there has not been evidence

available, sufficient for prosecution and some are no longer living, as fol-

lows, to-witi

Arthur H. Barker, sometimes called Arthur Barker, now dead, sentenced

to life imprisonment in Criminal No. 6096 on May 17, 1935«

Harry Campbell convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment in

Criminal N0# 6174, sentenced to life imprisonment on Hay 12, 1936*

Elmer Farmer convicted and sentenced to 20 years in Criminal No# 6096

on June 7, 1935#

Harold Al’erton convicted and sentenced to 20 years in Criminal No#

6096 on June 7, 1935#

T

- 2 -



William Weaver convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment in

Criminal No# 6174 on January 24, 1936#

Harry Sawyer convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment in

Criminal N 0# 6174 on January 24, 1936.

William J. Garrison, never apprehended and is now dead#

John Doe in Criminal No# 6095 and N0# 6096 was never identified or

apprehended#

Richard Roe in Criminal No# 6095 and 6096 was never identified or

apprehended#

U

Joseph Patrick ^oran was never identified or apprehended, and believed

now to be dead, in Criminal No# 6096#

"Whitie -1 was never identified or apprehended, in Criminal No. 6096#

Myrtle Saton, insufficient evidence available for prosecution and was

turned over to Federal authorities in Florida where convicted on a charge

of harboring, in .Criminal No# 6096.

Byron Bolton, on August 25, 1936, sentenced to 3 years imprisonment

in Criminal No# 6095, N0 . 6096, N0 . 6257 and No# 6258, and John P# Peifer, on

July 31, 1936, sentenced to 30 years imprisonment in Criminal N0# 6258, are

now dead^

Charles J. Fitzgerald sentenced to life imprisonment on July 27, 1936,

in Criminal No. 6258#

Edward C. Bartholmey sentenced to 6 years on August 15, 1936 in

Criminal No# 6258#

That the public interests do not require that further prosecution be

had with respect to any of the defendants herein named against whom said

Indictments are pending and the cases should be closed on the books of the

Clerk of the United States District Court at St. Paul, Minnesota#

That by letter dated July 18, 1949, the Attorney General of the United

States authorized the United States Attorney for the District of Minnesota to



)

petition the Court for an Order to dismiss the cases so pending as here-

inabove set forth with respect to the defendants therein specified. __

WHEREFORE, it is requested that an Order issue herein to dismiss the

said pending Indictments against the said specified defendants herein named*

Dated s July 21, A.D., 1949.

_JsLJames J» Gjblin

JAMES J. GIBLIH

Assistant United States Attorney for
the District of Minnesota

>

- 4 -
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ORDER

On the foregoing Petition of JAMES J. GIBLIN, Assistant ^nited

States Attorney for the District of Minnesota, it is:

ORDERED that the Indictments pending herein may be and hereby

are dismissed as to certain defendants, as follows;

No. 6095 as to Arthur R. Bsrker, Harry Campbell, Elmer Farmer,

/ \/
Harold Alderton, William Weaver, William J. “arrison, Harry Sawyer, John Doe

and Richard Roe. ^ ^
No. 6096 as to Harry Campbell, William Weaver, Harry Sawyer, William

s'
J. Harrison, Joseph Patrick Moran, "Whitie , Myrtle Eaton, John Doe and

Richard Roe. y^ /
No. 6174 as to Arthur Barker, William «J. Rarrison, Byron Bolton,

Elmer Fanner and Harold Aldertoru^

No. 6248 as to Arthur Barker, Byron Bolton, John P. Peifer, ^herles J<

Fitzgerald, Elmer Farmer and Edward C. Bartholmey.

No. 6249 as to Arthur Barker, John P. Peifer, Charles J. Fitzgerald,

Byron Bolton, Elmer Fanner and Edward C. Bartholmey. ^
No. 6257 as tc Arthur Barker, ^ohn P. Peifer, Charles J. Fitzgerald

and Elmer Farmer. ^
No. 6258 as to Arthur Barker and Elmer Farmer.

Lted* July 22, A.D., 1949

/s/ Robert C. Ball

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE.

Filed July 22, 1949
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10-5615 (#5)

June 29, 1949

#

The Honorable,
^he Attorney General,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D,C # (25)

Attention 2 Honorable Alexander M, Campbell,
Assistant Attorney General#

Re: Permission to dismiss pending kidnap
Indictments, Your Ref#: BkjHAFtmuh

109-39-1#

Sir*-

On March 24, 1939, we wrote you concerning seven certain
pending indictments in the Third Division of this District against a
number of specified defendants including Alvin Karpavics, Arthur (Doc)
Barker, Volnev^Davis, et al, wherein the defendants were charged with
several crimes relating to the kidnaping of Bdward G. Bremer and
William Harm, Jr. W# informed you in that letter as to the many
life and other long term sentences that were meted out to the several
defendants in connection with their convictions and pleas of •guilty*
to charges set forth in other Indictments, and we asked for permission
to dismiss the pending Indictments#

In your letter to us of March 31, 1939, you gave us authority
to dismiss all of the pending Indictments as to the defendants that were
enumerated in your letter of that date. But on April 11, 1939, we wrote
you that there was a possibility that Volney Davis who had received a
life 4intence, and who was not represented by counsel at the time of his
plea, might attempt to obtain his release on a writ of habeas corpus, and
that for other reasons it might be well not to dismiss the Indictments,
and you therefore wrote us on April 20, 1939 suggesting that we withhold
the dismissal of the Indictments#

Ten years have elapsed since our exchange of letters with
reference to these dismissals, and some other changes in the matter have
come about, and we can see no good reason now for carrying these Indict-
ments on our books and records as pending cases, and we think that they
should be dismissed#

7



Attorney General #2,
June 29 f 1949,

If we may have the authority to dismiss as expressed
in your letter to us of March 31, 1939, it will cover the situation
as it exists at the present time, with this modification to be noted:
as to Alvin Karpavicz named in six pending indictments, who was
sentenced to life imprisonment on July 27, 1936 in Case ^o# 6256, he
filed a motion back in 1941 to dismiss all of the pending Indictments
against him or to bring them to trial, and with your authority all the
pending Indictments against him were nolled on April 26, 1941, and
as to Volney Davis named as a defendant in pending Indictments Mos,

6095 and 6174, he made a similar motion and the Indictments pending
against him, with your authority, were nolled on December 9, 1941,

There are no pending Indictments in these matters now as
to Alvin Karpavicz or Volney Darts,

Wo, therefore, desire the

in your letter of^e
^e^' d”ts*nLaed in your letter, excepting as toW U will -ic. no difference

with reipect to the authority that *e desire, it may be noted that

according to our records, the named defendants, Arthur
(
^

° *

ffilliam^J.Harrison, Joh^ P. Peifer and Joseph Patrick Moran are dead.

Ail 1v wnnru .

JOHN W. CHAFF,

United States Attorney*

do —
FBI

i
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FBI Identification Order #1232 on Dr* Joseph P* Koran, ’ ;

Kith aliases, is hereby cancelled inasmuch as process was disclosed

at St. Paul, I'innesota, on July 22, 1949*
9 ^

• : — ;-- — - Very truly yours, -

\

U
MCC:alh

i. Edgar Hoover

.r
*

*. -

John Edgar Hoover
Director A.
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(DEMTS73CA7ION
’ORDER NO. 1232

September 14, 1934.

v;:.
* v.

-i-

CoiVISION OF INVESTIGATION O n»..n.rt"t c^ntom.. :

0. a DEPARTMENT OF JOSnCE “ t ! i !

WANTED WASHINGTON, D. C.

ML JOSEPH P. HORAN, wttk Jattt,

JOSEPH I. MORAN, I0SEPH C. MORAN. KIDNAPING

DESCRIPTION
Ago, 36 years (1934); Haight, 5 foot,
10 inches; Weight, 155 pounds; Build,
odium; Hair, chestnut sandy; Eyes,
yellow dark slate; Complexion, light;
Scars and marks, III brows sll. conn.

RELATIVES:
Dr. James Moran, brother,

112 Vest Cleveland 8treet,
Spring Valley, Illinois.

Mrs. Kate Lauer, sister,
314 East Dakota Street,
8prlng Valley, Illinois.

Mrs. r. Leslie Brock, sister,
221 Vest Monroe 8treet,

Princeton, Indiana.

Mrs. L. A. (Annie) Chappell, eleter.
Tabsmash, Colorado.

Photo taken November 17, 1928 CRIMINAL RECORD
As Joseph B. Moran, alias Joseph

C. Moran, #2362, received 8tate Peni-
tentiary, Joliet, Illinois, Novem-
ber 17, 1928, from LaSalle County,
Illinois; crime, abortion; sentence,
1 to 10 years; paroled April 7, 1930;
returned from parole January 23, 1931;

paroled Decenber 15, 1931.

Dr. Joseph P. Moran is wanted for questioning in connection with the kidnaping of Edward 0. Brener at 8t. Paul, Minnesota,
on January 17, 1934.

Law enforcement agencies kindly transmit any additional information or criminal record to the nearest office of the Division
of Investigation, U. S. Department of Justice.

If apprehended please notify the Director, Division of Investigation, U. 8. Department of Justloe, Washington, D. C., or the
Special Agent in Charge of the office of the Division of Investigation listed on the back hereof which is nearest your city.

’BESSSMf
Issued by: JOHN EDGAB HOOVES. DIHECTOB.

/ /
.
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Office Memorandum • united states government

DATE: August 29, 1949
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ALVIN KARRIS, was; DR. JOSEPH P. MORAN, was.
IUGITIVE - I.^p. #1232, ET AL
EDWARD GEORCETBREMER - VICTIM
KIDNAPING - HARBORING
(BREHD)

Toloop
E. l. nw
ci•« :

Hr. NichSIT
Mr. Rond
Mr. Tracy
Mr. Carson
Mr. Egtn

~
Mr. Oumaa_
Mr. Harbo

Mr. paneinston
Mr. Quinn TavT
Tala. Rooa

Miss hoimT

PURPOSES

To liiform you of the dismissal of the Indictment against Dr.
Joseph Patrlck'-fJoran by D. S. District Court, St. Paul, Minnesota on July 22
1949~on the”basis that Moran was never identified or apprehended and believed
now to be dead.

BACKGROUND:

Dr. Joseph P. Moran was incarcerated at the State Penitentiary, Joliet,
Illinois, November 17, 1928 after a conviction for the crime of abortion. Paroled
on April 7, 1930 he violated the terms of his parole and was returned to the
penitentiary on January 23, 1931. He was again paroled December 15, 1931.

While in the penitentiary be engaged in medical work and became
acquainted with numerous hoodlums who were incarcerated there. HO also met
various labor leaders who visited the penitentiary and through such contacts
he became physician for the Chicago Chauffeurs Teamsters and Helpers Union after
his release from the penitentiary. As physician for the Union he became closely

associated’ with the Touhy mob and the Capone syndicate. When the Uhlan was re-
organized in August 1933 Moran was dropped as its physician and be then opened

an office on Irving Park Boulevard for the practice of medicine. Many of his

underworld friends continued to call upon him. Investigation disclosed that

about March 10, 1934 he operated on the fingers and faces of Alvin Karpis and

Fred Barker to alter their fingerprints and facial characteristics. Moran's

roas at the Irving Hotel were used as a rendezvous by members of the Karpis-

Barker gang and at various times contained many thousands of dollars of the

ransom money. Coincident with the announcement in the press on April 28,

1934 of the arrest of John J. McLaughlin, Sr. and others Moran abandoned his

residence at the Irving Hotel and fled to Toledo, Ohio.

On January 22, 1935 he was indicted by the U. S. District Court

at St. Paul with others on a charge of conspiring in the Bremer kidnaping.

Identification Order 1232 had been issued September 14, 1934 but as this was

prior to the indictment the 1.0. stated that Moran was wanted for questioning

in connection with the Bremer kidnaping. ...

Investigation disclosed according to the best information that '

Moran was last seen at the Casino Club, Toledo, Ohio during the latter part of

sdk uL? *ZlL- JSllkjs.
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MEMO TO MR. LADD

July 1934 while with Doc Barker, Russell Gibson and other members of the gang,

Koran had become quite intoxicated. RLs associates tried to quiet him and he
is alleged to have stated "I have you guys in the palms of my hands". He left
the club with two of the gang and did not return. His present whereabouts are
probably best determined by a remark made by Fred Barker to a member of the
mob "Doc will do no more operating. The fishes probably have ate him up by
now".

ACTION BEING TAKEN t

Attached hereto is a letter to all SACS informing that investi-
gation is to be discontinued and there is attached also a draft of an apprehension
order.

Attachment

i
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Directdr, FK date: December 27, 1949

SUBJECT: SAM
FBI

A JW a*a -/
4*3 -/

A news item with a Coffeyvllle, Kansas, date line of
December 26, 1949, (Associated Press) chronicles that SAM COKER,
age 53, of Caney, Kansas, FBI-355,433, was fatally Injured in an
automobile accident south of Coffqyrille in the State of Oklahoma
on December 25, 1949,

The Oklahoma City Office my desire to confirm this in
order that the Bureau , s records will be complete with respect to
COKER, who it will be remembered was an associate of the BARKERS,
ALVINS&ARPIS and HARRlfilAMPBELL.

DB:B
Enc. 1 ’

ee - Oklahoma City

•rCoWgg
SE'^o

EXrTS

lZz.s2t-/£
DEC 29 1949
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Director, FBI

SAC, Kansap^City

SAM^OKER /V/
FBI-355,433/7

^ -
date: January 10, 1950

Please refer to Kansas City letter of December 27, 1949,
in this matter.

A Special Agent of this office has contacted Chief of
Police PETE BILLUPS and Captain ARTHUR GAMBLE of the Coffeyvill*^
Kansas, Police Department, both of whom advise tha£ the SAM COKER.,
who was fatally injured .J n an automobile accident south of
Coffeyville, Kansas, on December 25, 1949, is the same SAM 0602

1

who had been an associate of the BARKERS, of ALVIN KARPIS and of
HARRY CAMPBELL.

DB:B
62-6381

cc - Oklahoma City

fM.

60 JAM 26195b
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date: January 22, 1950

til*.

The writer while on duty as night supervisor received a
telephone call at 5-30 P#M. on January ;£, 1950, from ASAC G. C. Gearty
of the Cleveland Office*

ary

Gearty stated he had been requested to determine whether
the files of the Cleveland C^jLce showed whether a technical resulted
in the apprehension of Harry Campbell. - jQ

4* (siUiAn
Hearty stated he could not determine this fact, and that al"

of the logs had been destroyed on January 18, 1942*
^

Gearty stated reference should be made to the report of Inspector
E. J. Connelley, Cleveland, Ohio, dated May 18, 1936, and specifically to
page 14 v/here it is set out that Earl Ifynn checked the reoords of the

Christ or y Hospital, to locate a record on Sam Coker# Through the
records they located a nurse named Bobby Robletto, who identified a
photograph of Harry Campbell as being identical with George Hiller, and
who took Agents to 2132 Monroe Street, where Miller had been residing#

According to Gearty, the above report also indicates that a
phone call was made from a tavern in Toledo, Chio, to a Clara McGraw and
that Campbell was apprehended upstairs above the tavern as a. result of the
phone call# Gearty stated that SA Clyde E# Smith claims that he thinks
the above phone call came to their attention as a result of a technical
and believes it was Harry Campbell^ wife calling Clara McGraw, and
that as a result of the call Campbell was apprehended upstairs over the

tavern# 0

It was stated that SA Smith is of the opinion that Connelley
wrote a letter to the Bureau setting forth the results of the tap# The
Cleveland copy of the letter could not be found and it is believed that
it was placed in the *P and C* file and probably later destroyed#

4
Gearty suggested that Connelley be called for definite information

in connection with this matter#

Gearty stated he would be at his home in the event he was

again wanted#

ACTION:

r r a jr
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Refer to F. J. Baumefi/dnfcr for his. ; information.
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UR. B. B. FLETCHER January 22, 1950
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ALVIN KARPIS, was.
ARTHUR R. BARKER, wu

.

RUSSELL GIBSON, waa., et si
EDVARD GEORGE BERBER - VICTIM
KIDNAPING
Bureau file #7-576 v :

;i v
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In connection with the preparation of the btlaf on wire tapping
for the Director it became necessary to prepare a case write-up in the
eaptloned matter to call the Cleveland office in order to verify certain
statements which appeared in the Bureau files. In view of this fact,
1 called the Cleveland office at 9*10 , January 72, and talked with
Special Agent Shoaff who was on duty. I told SA Shoaff that a technical
surveillance had been placed on the hone of Edward and Clara McGraw at .

2GU^ Adam Avenue, Toledo, Ohio, on April 25, 1936. This technical
~

surveillance was discontinued on Uay 6, 1936. The information which I
wanted him to verify was to the effect that the HcGraws had received a
telephone call on Uay 4, 1936, which led to the apprehension of Barry »,v -

Campbell, a fugitive for whom the Bureau was searching. I told SA
Shoaff that he could find information regarding this situation in a report
of SAC E. J. Wynn of the Cleveland Office dated May 5, 1936. 1 further
instructed him to verify the fact that the telephone call of May 4 to
the McGraw’ s led to the apprehension of Barry Campbell and telephonically
advise the Bureau.

-

SA Shoaff said that this would be done.* >
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Arê d< ~^Ai^W-*m

'x^f <Tn. /??v 4</j ^xyru.

/W7?/ <2n~£^s^&A4 eft UtJLAX —
/ o^r/rj



.w
' )

V v - ^
JsAlA£,

_. Ctf.&<...yAri aJL

JcT- /4??2fL. ^S

-_^W^ _£? Uia*&tii-Jbp..^Js

.

UjzUi/-^/brn_3Z~~d*M s?n/

Uff^J*.. STHSX. #4^jJ^vPA cAr^uj 2/rJte*A&
J?sO&<L0-yl. ^ <£+*[. ^&(A{^ ^60/Us£f Qs^&h, . P£$*+Z .._

^>v ^c^tu cJP j£l£ua*( gP oJsvMl y>/'
y^t^drif'd ^€^yi y^#i y^^e Clfcrvovd &^L Aph/pfbm-

k'** /t^/?ni+i

PshyJl ^y&'l&'tjt-tdl ght**!,.

su^—ldyts*\ $T&£*<jy&*iTyC*£/~Z- d&r*4 . tf^-cvyt stAx. ?C&._

jSyz,.^cPv^^A.ŷ ^l ^
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Volney Davis
P. V. B. 47101
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, F. B. I. Washington, D. C.
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, I would have wrote this letter sooner but I have been trying to get
detainer lifted that has been against me through all these years. I am sure \
you know all aboui the case, tor in your book entitled "Men in hiding* you mention 7;/

the fact about Ma Barker going to visit a boy in Jail, who She knows is not guilty. .-

of the crime for which he is charged and begs him to stand mute at his trial so -

she will have a better chance to get one of her sons out, one Arthur ®oc Barker,, t -7-

Well I was the boy that let her persuade me to not make a defence of a charge that'
I was not guilty of, which I was convicted of and this case has hung around my
neck like a mill stone for all these years. Even the foreman of the Jury that .

7

tried me told my mother that the other Jurors and himself didn't think I was ^

guilty of the murder charge. But do to the fact that I had bean in a Jail break

.
shortly before I was tried that they didn't feel Justified in turning me loose. /•*’*'''

,
s She be made" a tklk to the rest of the Jury and tpld them, that they would vote
for a conviction and give me a life sentence, then after I served five years they
would recommend me for a parole. But little did they know that they would have
no say in getting me out. I didn't learn about this until I had been in prison :.vv

,

-for several years. -I had also escaped once and been in on several more attempts.-4--

So when I did find out about it I had such a record that no one would help me.
For I was bitter and believed the whole world was against me. I was uneducated

„ and came from a.poor family. This all happened in 1921 to 1932, some 29 years^
ago. In 1932 as you well know the Barker brothers Doc, and Fred put up money to
get me out of the Okla* State prison on what wae known then as a leave of absence.

, Tou are Just released without any supervision of any kind. I went through all kinds
of prison punishments while I was there. They didn't bave any kind of a rehabilitation
plan* and I know JLt I had of Sound the kind of treatment I have received in the

J.)
'.7

Federal prisons' that I would have been a different man today. : I: have learned My
lesson the,bard way and have spent 28 years of my life in prison. But as I told ;

Mr. Gip Fakland when he visited me here at this prison in 1935 that I knew 1 had

done wrong and that from then on I would do ay best to make amends. "By calling . v -

him (&£ Farland I don't mean any disregard for him". That is the only name I. 7.’:

/

know him by* We talked on several occasions. 1 know you are aware of the benefits 7 '

of those talks to you and your office. P©r he let me read a letter you wrote to V;

him wherein you told him to advise me that you would help me at a later date. ‘ Also ..

here hre‘ the names of wome more of your agents, mt least the best I can remekber
"

’ :

•

their names who promised to help me rto gain my release if I made good while hare.

Two were Mr. Hostrom and Mr. Bisendorph of the K. C. office.-' Another wae a Mr.

Madilia I don't know where he was from. Another waa a Mr. Brown that brought some

pictures here for me to see from the Chicago. Office, j know you will remember \ :

all these* agents'. -They all promised to help me. F0w here is something I would .

like to try to clear up. The time that I refused to talk to your men while I

was in Alcatraz. The continued visits they were forcing on me would have caused

me to loose my life out there I believe. Ye were forced to sneak into a cell block

and other prisoners were well aware of each visit and it was common talk every
time they visited the place. And our visits were about Earl Chrisman and I was

in Chicago when he left. So I couldn't know where he stopped. I talked to Mr.

Shuttleworth and he told me that I could terminate the visits anytime I
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wanted too. So you 'know the rest, I told them I didn’t want them to call me from
my work any more. I hated to be bo rude. But I believe by doing it, it is the
only reason 1 am here to write jpu this letter. One time I believe I wo ;lc have
lost me life It la hand * t of been for the timely arrivU of the plumber, a Mr* ..

tlinescidt. I was fighting two men and had just been knocked down and almost oat
out when Ur. Xlinesmidt osme down in the kltehen basement. The fight stopped and
1 even bad to go to the hospital t© have some atiches taken in my jaw. I lied to -

the Ft* I told him I had hit myself with the leaver on the cutting paper press y
In the print shop where I was working at that time. "tr. Xlineeaidt just thought
it was a scuffle, is the fight broke up as soon as he cama in sight. ?ut hg v~'-'

would verify this if asked. I have taken a lot of abuse Arom Inmates to keep sqr

conduct record in as good shape as it Is. But I have tried to stay clear of trouble
b7 not having any more social contacts with prisoners than art absolutely necessary.
For I don't want to see them outside as my life from here on will not need their ..

kind of friendship, ^s you wgU know 1 had made an effort to get away from these
fellows 1 was with, long before 1 was caught* And I believe I would have bean
successful If I had of had a woman that wanted a home and children. But kdne kurry
didn't want anything "but the kind cf life she had ltd up to that. time. She may
have changed after leaving the State prison at Jefferson City, Mo. 1 4or- ' t know. .

I have never heard from her and don't want to..' She served her purpose with me while
we were both being hunted. But if I had of settled down with a woman when I was
wanted by you I oould have never had a moments peace of mind. And the love 1 have
for my relatives would have gotten me ccught. For as long as I live T will keep
in contact with then. I couldn't bring myself to ma-rying seme innocent girl, which
could have dcnc with ease, because 1 didn't want to drag her down with me when 1

was caught, Tfcich 7 knew was inevitable* About ay escape from Mr* 1alter Traynor
and hr. Staiback, 1 believe wer« their cases I didn't have no idea of escaping.
I thought then the way I was being bandied that 1 being taken some place to be
dme away with, t knew I wash't wanted in, Chicago, and that is where we were avppof

.to .be going. I thought the forced lancing and the subsequent trip into town where
part of the plan. I thoroughly believed after committing the set that let me escape

that ^ would be shot by either the men who had been with me or other agents that
I suspected where in that building. But being as I thought I was going to be done
away with anyway I might as well get it over with. But by me doing that it taught
me many things. Such as the Mad of life la unpredictable. And life even in' V-

prison can be pleasant if one can obtain pact of mind. This is mans greatest assr'

in this old troulbsd world. For with peace of mind the days pass one by one and
you think of the past as little as possible. Just live each twenty four hours and
try to think good thoughts and you will find there is aoee good in almost everyone*

He man is perfect. Christ oould not even make the people believe he was .with -

out sin. I may be making this letter too long.
'

As I know you are a busy man.

But a times you are in need of help from other people too. So I will try to
'

finish on this page. I was going to wait to write this letter until I tad mj
‘detainer lifted which I firmly believe I will have in the nearjfutare. But from

the news papers I have learned a man can be paroled altho he is "wanted "by another

state. As for instance, Vr. william Dudley Felley was parolee from Terre Haute

Indiana, Federal Prison and he war wanted in North Carolina. So 1 thought If my
case merited consideration that X might be given the same chance. I don't know
how long I would be in the Okla. State prison if I was returnee t ere. 3ut at leer

I would have a chance some day to clear myself of that charge of which I am not
guilty. I also have the word of the parole board in Okla. thst they would be glad

to submit my case for a hearing in the event 1 was paroled frea hr-re. Anrf cue tc

the fact that I have a parole advisor who is a county commissioner in the town
*- * «*.*>»*f and mother live and who has promised to furnish m* with work if— — t* 1
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would be under the strict supervision of the Federal parole board. I believe if
f.

you will look Into my record and the r ecomncndctions of held I have already received,,
end »y progress report from this prison, I believe you Kill think 1 have fulfilled

y prorf.ee to Mr* Farland end to your demands through his to *«•'- I havn't no friend;
tc turn toy As X have never been out long enough and have not lived the proper v\
life to sake them. It la sen like you end, the prison officials Kho I have Bet that
X Boat depend on*

,
I have always Bade "what I consider as a friend" with the official

So if you can aea your way clear in helping me.ft this time.- 1 mill never given
you cause tc regret. I will close this letter with a verse fiat X intend to live

Ky creed* sy

Mi

To live as gently as
To be, no matter where
To take ^>at cnr.es of good or 111,
Ind clinr to faith and honor still)
Te\do ay best and let that aland, y*
The record of my brain and hand; V
And then, should failure cone to
Still hope and work for victory,

is I can. -V •»

iere, A man; ;

# r' '‘*4
. ,

‘5'®'*"

\
%
V

I go before the Federal parcl r bcarf in April, 1950.

_

- ... .

r esp.ectfully yours,

Volney Davis 47101yOO Oyl-f \ -
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Therm Is enclosed a copy of • letter pcstaarked February 22, 1950 from
ney r#vie, PBI #440441, an Inmate at Leavenworth Penitentiary, who res

.

enter.eed to life imprisonment October 23, 1935 for conspiring to transport
a kidnaped perron in interstate commerce. v

The Bureau does net desire to acknowledge this letter by sail and It has
referred a copy of it to the Parole Executive, U* S. Board of Parole, Kashin cton,

B* C* . . ..
' Y £T>

< • • *
"

;
:> 1 r

Yca should hare an acent of your office contact Davie, acknowledge the
receipt of this letter and advise him that his letter hae been refund to the
Farole Executive of the U. S. Board of Parole, who has Jurisdicticoever parole
matters* . _ . . ... . . : - - •

’***

This natter should be handled promptly and the Bureau advised.

' y.f
s Ehcloftare

M ' >'W. -

*’

i \
cct Cincinnati

JTHti

PRa.es Zora Boody, U. S. Board of Parole advised that Davis is eligible for parole

'l^June $, 1950 but only if he makes a formal application,
? u£fci ^ 4(lkllCt

‘

.

- '*
v. v LBI \
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There Is enclosed herewith for toot information a copy of a letter
postmarked February 22, 1950 from Volney Davis, an Innate Of Leavenworth
Penitentiary, number 47101* ~^

/
' ^

As you will recall Davis was a member of the notorious Barker-Karpie
gang and Is presently serving a life sentence foii~partlclpatlon in the daring
kidnaping of Edward George Bremer In 1934*

Davis is being advised of this reference to you* \
V

RECORDED * 4!

lehoU

7-576-15165
A^'MTirV;

T»u.

JTHtinr

5 ^KAR 2
7

9 1S50

! MAR 10

j COMM . FBI
w
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^ Office Me>

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI

J~JJ
{j^noM : SAC, Kans

MsUTTl

prom : SAC, Kansas City ^v

SUBJECT: VODiEI^JAVIS, ET AL
EDWARD G$BREMER - VICTUt
KIDNAPING

* I

UNITED
,
GOVERNMENT

DATB: March 24, 1950

Rebulet to Kansas City 3-9-50. *

On 3-17-50 VOINEY DAVIS, #47101, incarcerated at the U. S.

Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas, was contacted by an agent of this .

' office. The receipt of the letter postmarked February 22, 1950 from
' DAVIS to Mr. J. EDGAR HOOVER was acknowledged, and DAVIS was advised

that his letter had been referred to the Parole Executive of the
D. S. Board of Parole who has jurisdiction over parole matters.
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UNITED
, v

» Director, FBI ..

.

OM i SAC, Minneapolis
'

O
SUBJECT: BREKID

(Bureau file 7-576)

RlsBumemo 5/10/50.

$ GOVERNMENT
«* > •>

datb: May 15, 1950

5.
'

You are advised there have been no new developments in this matter since

mj memo to you of April 7, 1950. T . _ .

’

For your information, I was today advised by Mrs. UJNDGREN of the Minnesota
State Pardon. Board, St. Paul, Minnesota, that the matter of the application
of LLONARD/HANKINS for parole was denied by the Board at the April, 1950
hearing. /
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Office Memorandum
)•

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

L* B. NICHOLS

M. A<^$Eg/* |^(/

LEONARD HANKINS
VNTAVORABLE PUBLICITY
INFORMATION CONCERNING

r
DATE: May 9, i960

Mr. Toleon
Mr. E. A. Ti

IB*. Clegs
Mr. Glavin
IT. Ladd

~
IB*. MlchoTT
IT. Rosen
IB*. Tracy

—

1ft*. Egan
Mr. Gurnaa
IB*. HATbo

—

j. purpose.

inston
IB*. Quinn Taan

Tele. Rooa

ilarr
Mies Gandy

Summarising situation which developed adverse —

~

publicity for Bureau by Hankins' attempts to secure a pardon

.

IT. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Leonard Hankins is an inmate of the Minnesota State
Prison t Stillwater , Minnesota , serving life sentence on conviction CO
first degree murder in connection with shooting of tvo police \
officers during the robbery of the Third Northwestern National
Bank , Minneapolis in 1932

.

I

Hankins contends he was convicted on circumstantial 'X
evidence and is innocent . He further contends that a signed \

,

statement given to the FBI in 1935 by Jess Doyle, participant in \\j
the robbery, would exonerate him, (7-576-15260

)

During a period from 1941 to 1946 Hankins was a patient
j

ot the State Hospital (for insane), at St. Peter, Minnesota. He X
was returned to State Prison in the fall of 1946. (7-576-15260

,

Vjo
15290) 2

Hankins also claimed that Warden Leo Utecht of the £tateo
Prison’ has taken a personal interest in preventing him from
receiving a pardon for fear that Hankins might expose malpracticeeh-
on the part of Utecht in the administration of the prison. Infor^Z
motion regarding Utecht as furnished by Hankins was forwarded to 3
the Attorney General of the United States by memos October 4, 1944*
and July 11, 1949, under the caption "Unknown Subject; Leonard ^
Hankins - Informant, Civil Rights and Domestic Violence." a=

III. JESS D'OTLE 'S SIGNED STATEMENT

Included in a signed statement made February 15, 1935,
to Special Agents of the Bureau, Jess Doyle described in detail
the robbery of the Northwestern Bank of Minneapolis in which he
named the participants as Fred Barker, Doc Barker, Larry De Vol,
Bill Weaver, Alvin Karpis , Vern Miller, and himself. It is noted

GJNtbk tjs
RECORDED -51

'

1 wJ V-
A
\r/
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he made no mention of Hankins. In addition to the Northwestern -

Sank robbery Hoyle 's statement covered several other robberies
which have no relation to the instant matter. (7-576-4653

)

Alvin Karpis also advised Bureau Agents .Hankins was
entirely innocent of the crime for which he had been convicted.
Karpis explained he knew that Larry De Vol and Jess Doyle had
made complete confessions concerning the crime and had exonerated
Hankins. (44-1103-1)

STATE A UTHORITIES REQUEST FOR S2ZLL 'A STATEMENT

On June 10 , 1935, Harry H. Peterson p Attorney General of
Minnesota, telegraphically requested the Director to make available
a copy of Doyle ’s statement for study by members of the State
Pardon Board who had Hankins' case under consideration. Mr.
Peterson requested that authorisation be given United States
District Attorney Sullivan to release the statement to the Board.

By letter dated June 18, 1935, the Director advised Mr.
Peterson that as a result of jurisdictional limitation, the FBI
had no authority to stake available the results of its investi-
gations except to the appropriate United States Attorneys for
their use in prosecuting violations of Federal laws, that any
disposition to be made of the statement was a siatter of
determination by the United States Attorney. Mr. Peterson was
further advised the United States Attorney at St. Paul, would
be contacted by the Special Agent in Charge of our St. Paul
Office, and would be advised that the Bureau could not recommend
or disapprove a transmittal of the statement and that the matter
would have to be determined by him. (7-576-6447

)

^ By letter to the Director dated June 11, 1935, (91-
157-46), SAC Andersen , at St. Paul, advised he had discussed
Peterson's request with U.S. Attorney Sullivan along the lines
suggested and Sullivan explained that the reason he had not given
Doyle's statement to Peterson in the first place t>as because he
didn't want to do anything which might jeopardise any pending
investigation being made by the Bureau.

In a memorandum for the Director dated* February 12,
1937, prepared by P. E. Foxworth, Re: "Leonard ’Hankins"
(91-569-4) , it was set out that the Bureau files contain a
copy of a letter dated June 4, 1935 addressed to Ed. J. Goff,
County Attorney of Hennepin County, Minnesota , by U.S. Attorney
Sullivan in which he furnished Mr. Goff complete information
concerning statements obtained from Jess Doyle regarding the
robbery of the Third Northwestern National Bank. The copy of
this letter had been furnished to the Bureau by Mr. Joseph B.
Keenan, the Assistant to the Attorney General.
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This memorandum further reflects that under date of
June 10, 1935, a memorandum was addressed to Ur. Keenan by the
Bureau concerning whether Doyle 's statement should be turned over
to the State authorities. It was stated in this memorandum that
disposition of the statement was not a matter to be determined by
the Bureau, but however, if Doyle 's statement teas turned over to
State authorities and if proper subpoenaes were issued for Special
Agents of the Bureau competent to testify as to the obtaining of
the statement , appropriate arrangements would be made to have the
Bureau Agents respond to State subpoenaes issued for them.

By letter dated February 3, 1937 (91-567-3) Eugene A.
Rerat , attorney for Hankins at Minneapolis , requested the Director
to make available to William Erwin, Attorney General of Minnesota

,

and ¥. J. Lams on , Secretary of the Pardon Board, information
contained in the Bureau's files relating to Hankins.

In the Director 's letter of reply to Mr. Herat, dated
February 15, 1937 (91-569-4) it was pointed out to him that the
records of the FBI disclosed that U.S. Attorney Sullivan had node
available ,

on June 4, 1935, to Mr. Ed. J. Goff , information
contained in Doyle's statement concerning participants in the
Third Northwestern National Bank robbery. The Director further
advised Mr. Herat that instructions were being issued to SAC
Stein, at St. Paul to furnish Mr. Erwin and Lamson, such infor-
mation oa was contained in the Bureau files concerning the robbery
should Mr. Erwin or Lamson request him for this inforwiation.

These instructions were sent to the SAC, St. Paul, along
with copies of Herat's letter and the Director 's reply, by letter
dated February 15, 1937. (91-569-4)

By letter dated February S3, 1937 (91-569-5) Mr. Herat
acknowledged the Director 's letter and stated that he was
communicating with Erwin and Lamson and asking them to request
the information from SAC Stein. He expressed his appreciation
for the Director 's cooperation in this siatter.

The SAC St. Paul advised the Bureau on July 23, 1936,
that Alvin Karpis had authorised his attorney to make a statement
to the Associated Press representative at St. Paul, absolving
Leonard Hankins in the robbery. (91-569-2

)

I

V. NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY £N 1949

As reflected in an article appearing in the April 12,
1949, issue of the "St. Paul Dispatch" , John J. Kelley,
Minneapolis attorney in a State Pardon Board hearing, pointed
out to the Board that a statement Bade by Jess Doyle to the FBI
absolved Hankins of a part in the robbery. The article further
states that the FBI had released excerpts from the statement

- 3 -

T
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to the State Pardon Board more than ten years previous when the
State Crime Bureau was ordered to make an investigation of the case.

An article appearing in the April 7, 1949 , issue of the
"St* Paul Dispatch " reflected that while Harold Stassen was
Governor , the Pardon Board decided to release Hankins to Kentucky
authorities. He was wanted in Kentucky on a robbery charge. While
the Board was considering his case Hankins was transferred to the
St. Peter Hospital' and Kentucky refused to accept him because he
was believed to bf insane. Later considered sane, Hankins teas

returned to Stillwater. At the time this article was written
Hankins was making his tenth appeal for freedom.

71. RECENT NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY

An article appearing in the April 7, 1950, issue of
the "Uinneapolis Uoring Tribune " stated that the FBI refused to
turn over to the State Attorney General 's Office , at Uinneapolis

,

Doyle 's statement in connection with Hankins 1 appeal for clemency
in 1935. The article pointed out that in the Director's reply to
the request, he explained the jurisdiction of the FBI is "solely
investigative" and the FBI had no power to turn over the statements

,

that such inforwiation is transmitted to United States District
Attorney for his use in prosecutions of violations of Federal laws.

According to this article, when a request for the state-
ment was made to the United States Attorney , he advised the state-
ment was not the property of his office but loae the property of
the Division of Investigation , Department of Justice

.

C' It is to be noted, however, that quotations from the
portion of Doyle *s statement which deal with the Northwestern Bank
robbery were set out at some length in this article. The story
was written by Jack Uackay, Associated Press staff writer. The
same story was also printed in the April 7, 195ft issue of the
"St. Paul Pioneer Press."

The "Uinneapolis Star" on the same date carried a story
with the caption "Innocent Man 1 To Make 11th Plea For Freedom"
in which it was stated a "written confession" filed with the
FBI by Jess Doyle described Hankins as "innocent" in the
Northwestern Bank affray. This article also stated that the
FBI "today" repeated its refusal to release the file since such
record* are maintained for "solely investigative purposes."

By letter dated April 7, 1950, to the Director for the
attention of Assistant Director L. B. Nichols in the case
captioned "Brekid" , the SAC Uinneapolis , stated that shortly
after publication of the Uackay story he received a telephone
call from Larry Fitsmourice of the "Uinneapolis Star" and Reporter
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Hathaway, of the "United Press," inquired about the story. They
were advised that no information had been furnished Mackay.

In reply to further inquiries by Fitsmauriee regarding
the location of the' files and why Doyle '« statement was not
turned over to the State Attorney General, he was advised that
only the Attorney General of the United States or the United
States Attorney had authority to make the statement available

,

that the FBI's function was purely investigative.

The "St^Paul Dispatch " in its April 7, 1950 issue
carried an editorial titled ".Kansas City Scandal" inspired by the
Binaggio murder which it said brought to the surface two evils
in American life which need to be stamped out--corrupt bossridden
politics, and the new giant underworld which runs the gambling
syndicates.

The editorial commented it was the conclusion at the
recent Washington Crime Conference that there should be closer
integration of local law enforcement with such Federal agencies
as the FBI. The vast syndicates are too big and powerful to
be broken up by the "individual cities " even when there is the
will to do so.

"This is incontrovertible , in view of the reluctance to
expand Federal policing into new fields, "the editorial stated.
"But how does the FBI go about cooperating with city regimes
that may be hand- in-glove with the underworld? That difficulty
explains the seeming standoffishness of the FBI, as in this
new case in Minnesota where the FBI evidently has had information
for many years tending to establish the innocence of a man
convicted of bank robbery.

^ "Jet, there doubtless are means of bringing about a
closer integration of state, local and Federal policing. If
not, it is only a matter of time before we are forced to add
interstate gambling to kidnapping , bank robbery, and other
new Federal crimes." 1

An article appearing in the April 10, 1950, issue of
the "St. Paul Dispatch" reflects that the State Pardon Board had
decided that date to withhold judgment and to discuss Hankins '

case at another time. Willis Donley, one of the three attorneys
who presented the case, told the Board that Alvin Karpis told him
at Alcatras Prison that Hankins was not involved in the robbery.
Donley also made the statement that Jess Doyle had told the FBI
that Hankins, whom he doesn't know, did not take part in the
robbery.

VII. RECOMUMMIIM
»

It is clear from a review of Bureau files that information

- 5 -
T



Memo to Ur. Nichol* from Ur. Jonesi.

>•

Jfay 9, 1950

concerning Doyle ' s statement was made available to Minnesota State
authorities in June 1935. Further evidence of this fact is in-
dicated in the recent newspaper article by Jack MacKay in which
he carried quotations from Doyle's statement . It would appear
that newspaper criticism of the Bureau alleging the Director
declined to make Doyle's statement available to State authorities,
stems from the fact the news reporters did not take the trouble
to determine whether or not the information was actually made
available

.

Should this question arise at any future date, the SAC,
at Minneapolis should answer inquiries that the U.S. Attorney at
St. Paul made the information concerning Doyle's statement available
to Ed. J. Goff, County Attorney, Hennepin County, Minnesota on
June 4, 1935. And also that in February 1937, the Director
authorised the St. Paul office to make available to the State
Attorney General and Secretary of the State pardon Board, all
information contained in the office files concerning the participants
in the Third northwestern National Bank robbery if they desired
to request this information. This information and the instructions
should appear in the Minneapolis Office file as set out in the
forementioned correspondence

.

It is not recommended at this time that the newspaper
representatives be recontacted concerning this matter . It is
suggested, however, that facts be called to the attention of the
SAC at Minneapolis so that he will be in position to correct
the newspapermen in the event of further inquiries by then. A
suggested letter to the SAC at Minneapolis is attached.
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Hrector , f3I
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heurlet April 7, 2960 in abojt-coptioned case
concerning inquiries by newspaper representatives concerning
reasons why in 2966 the Bureau declined to turn over to
Ltate Attorney General Peterson a copy Cf a statement

^

obtained by bureau Agents from Jess Logie which statement '

Leonard Hankins claims would exonerate him in the robbery for
which he was convicted

.

‘ ^

The Bureau files clearly indicate that V.S. Attorney
Sullivan, at it. Paul , made available to Ea. J. Goff, County -

Attorney of Hennepin County, Minnesota
, by letter dated June

4, 1955, complete information concerning this statement.
Also , in February, 19o7 in reply to a request by Eugene A.
Rerat, of Minneapolis, attorney for Hankins, the bureau'
offered to stake available to Millionit Erwin, Attorney General
of Minnesota , and V. J. Lamson, Secretary of the Pardon Board,
information concerning participants in the Third northwestern
national Bonk robbery , if they should request it.

These instructions as well as copies of Ir. Re

r

request arid the Bureau ’s reply, were forwarded to the St.

i
office by letter Cu ted February 15, 1937.

Rerat f8
Paul

Jt is not suggested that the newspapers be re
contacted in regard to this matter at the present time

,

you are instructed to point these facts out to Jfh'em
‘

event further inquiries ore made • It is requited
closely follow this matter and keep the ^du^Wed
at$ly of any new developments «

8JKJ:j*y
* CT?'

you
immei

i

X
irfl)

k;m£
30iis n

aois

m 11 ^950

commiSL

t

Q
Id

O
u
a
id
a
ir.O
LJ
tc

T



)

HD,M

Office Me*,. idurn • 'unitei government

m
Director, FBI
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SAC, lUnneapblii

“"BREKID '
• .

’

.

(Bureau File #7-676)

DATE: April 7, 1950

ATTENTION » Assistant Director X. B. "NICHOLS

t

Re ay telephone conversation with Mr# HICHOLS had today#

Attached hereto is a news item appearing in the Minneapolis Morning
Tribune" on April 7# I960, which quotes the Bureau as refusing to turn over to
the Attorney General's Office of Minne *)ta certain statements in the ratter v-

of application for clemency of LEONARD ilANKIHS# presently serving a life sentence
at Stillwater# Minnesota for bank robbery in 1932* From the newspaper article \

it would appear that this request of the Attorney General of Minnesota was made
of the Bureau in 1935* - / *

i
-y\

&

^ #

v- \ . ^ -*~v ...
'

It is noted that this story was written by JACK MACKAY of St# Paul#
Associated Press Staff Writer# Shortly following the publication of this story
I received telephone calls from LARR2KPITZMAURICE of the "Minneapolis Star*
and Reporter HATHAWAY of the United Press wanting to know about this story# \

I informed them I had not given the story to MACKAY and had made no statement
to anyone in regard to the matter# FIT2MAURICE wanted to know where the files v

in this case are located and I# of course# told him they are located here at

Minneapolis In our office and at the Seat of Government in Washington# He wanted
to knpw how it happened that the Director of this Bureau in 1935 when the State
Attorney General asked for a copy of DOYLE 1 s confession did not turn it over to
the State , Attorney General's Office# I told him the Bureau had no power to

t

turn this statement of DOYLE over to the State Attorney General's Office or any
other Agency in the absence of instructions from the Attorney General of the United
Biases or the United States Attorney# I pointed out to FITZMAURICE that our
jurisdiction is purely investigative# and we had no power to release any atate^^
ments obtained by us during investigations to outside agencies.

~ ^

"... -

'

• - •*

- V : : - V-.";
;

In this connection your attention Is invited to St# Paul memorandum
the Bureau dated June 15# 1%49# entitled# "BREKID#* . - . t r Qa/

r"H \

Enclosure

<J£COmo m

fW
m.

MAY 17 1950



}
%

% ,

f.

STATE LIFER

IS TCRMED

INNOCENT

SsAMES ACCOMPLICES ^
Doyle, according to his corses*

n, which the FBI has refJed
f

turn over to state agencies, Id* MOTORIST KILLED ^

itted that he was wearingfl aj |"i subsequently f heard, throifeh
‘chauffeur’s cap, and named as nis

j

conversations w\th Fred and ripe,

accomplices Fred Barker, Arthur t|at when the boys were chalg-
^Doc” Barker, Alvin Karp is, Larry *i|g cars in St Paul, some pengm
;De Vol, William “Bill” Weaver

' in an automobile drove past them
•and Verne Miller. and tried to see their license and

one of the boys shot him in the
;head.” (A St Paul motorist was
killed in Como park by the gang*

L

FBI Told Prisoner

Had No Part in

1932 Bank Holdup

j

Weaver and Karpis are serv*

big life terms in Alcatrai prison

I for the $300,000 kidnapping of

Edward G. Bremer, St Paul
L banker.

sters.)

While in prison, De Vol was

I Doyle was tried for the Breme,

i

1 ,n *h« Pre“n“ of Han^I itirkolViAK Uanbfne kail ami na«4
abduction, but the government Ha"kl~

,

had Part

giissed its case against him aftel| the holdup. De Vol said he did not

Tompietion of testimony and tool know ®nd that Hankins was

him to Nebraska to serve a term* n°t, onc °* ^is accomplices.

n 1935, when Harry H. Peftr-

was attorney general, lie
;

By JACK MACKAY
AutciiM Prtti SUff Wilier

A Stillwater life prisoner*The other* named by Doyle are

onard Hankins of Dawson| (iead'

Springs. Ky„ is labeled “an ini »• Y°
5 *“ arresl?

nocentman”byaself-confessedr l*r tha holduP and pleadcd

, . j ... . A . ^ I guilty as the machine-gunner who
i
San£ste** who bared the intimate killed patrolmen Ira L. Evans and

l

deta,ls °f a **ns®tionaI bank hold-^ He was gjven « Ufe
up in 1932 when two Minneapolis term in stillwster prison.
'rwinppmpn u/or» morhinocmnnoH tn

ADJITKJED INSANE
Later he was transferred to St.

;
policemen were machinegunned to
death, the Associated Press learned
Thursday night.

“The inside story,” giving names
of seven mobsters and their move-
ments before and after the hold-

up of the Third Northwestern
National bank. Is revealed In

Peter State hospital for the crim-

inally insane. He escaped from
there and was killed in a guik

fight in the south. 1

iFred Barker, Doc Barker, A|

confession given 'to “the vf K«ri>is and I were living |
federal bureau ! *rer th* Tw " °ak* or

,

of Investigate Paka apartment In St. Paul at the

in 1936 by JpJ |me of the Minneapolis holdup,

Ie4 arrestel floyle’s confession reads.

f0r ^Nlbrask
J J “We had a meeting place In

a garage In Minneapolis shortly

before the robbery.

i

bank robbery.

A hearing on
Hankins' peti-

tion for his free-

dom will be held

Monday before

the state pardon
board in Gov.

L u

legraphed J. Edgar Hooverjre-

questing a copy of Doyle’s con-

fession after explaining he be-

lieved it “would exonerate Leon-

ard Hankins.”

Hoover replied that the Juris-

diction of the FBI is “solely In-

vestigative" and that the bureau
had no power to turn over

statements.

He added that all such infox

tion is transmitted to the Unit

States district attorney for his

use in prosecuting violations of

federal laws. ;<•

WAnAd IN KENTUCKY
terson then wrote the United

Sties attorney and made thele-
but he was advised tlat

ireau

Anite|

Toungdahl’s office

vie ion in Minneapolis

Hi ikins has steadfastly

“^1 ted his innocence.

L u t h.e r W.
. Since his cof-

spoils in 1931,

?adfastly mail

qu^t, but he was
m

j!
statement (confession) is lot

-T drove the other six men to 1 the property of this office, lut
the bank in a Lincoln sedan. Ij the property of the division of to-

was wearing a chauffeur’s cap at vestigatlon, ^department of Jtis-

time. All of the boys enterwi tiee.”

and I drove the car l ji Hankins should be fa-

hundred feet down th|]h|wever, he must be retumedlto
i Pfducah, Ky., where he is wj

t S

MINNEAPOLIS MORNING TRIBUNE
Mlnneapolia, Minnesota
April 7, 1960

Shortly afterward, I observ

Larry De Vol come out of the bank
act as a lookout

|

“A few minutes later the others

emerged from the oank and slmul-

aneously a squad car pulled

front of Larry. He fired

e police officers in this car wi

machine gun and killed two
em.

a $13 holdup. While await
he escaped. He indicated he

would return voluntarily, if freed.

7- 57 tfSb'i.
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4/
'

i )

August 29, 1950

Miss Virgimraueacon
1805 Holly Street
HashviUe, Tennessee

Dear Hiss Deacon i

S *
‘

• - -

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
postmarked August lit, 1950 at Nashville, Tennessee,
wherein you make claim to part of the rewa^dfor informa-
tion resulting in the apprehension of AlvinTlCarpia.

Please be advised that the files of this Bureau
fail to reflect the receipt of any Information from you
in this matter and that further, the apprehension of
Alvin Karpis was the result of investigation conducted by
Special Agents of this Bureau. In view of this, favorable
consideration cannot be given to your claim.

\ \ I -v
5 * 4

Sincerely yours.

INDEXED
‘N

John Sdgar Hoorar
Director

c

tel—
«* f 9 y,

1 T n

Ladd Z2 -Vi
p-.T*. . / ,

’ ‘
' Ks&1— .jj *

maria
*/

Nichole —:r -v

NO—
1,

Tracy — J
i

;

r~
Harbo __ r

(7-576-U060, i&i)

1 ^ .-4 iff

tele. c *

AUG 29 1950
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Dear Slrt

I have the picture of this man. I was the one who identified him. But
y*-v • •one private investigators were prowling around ny room L they are aft .

it* I don't know if they got it or not* X think I am intlled to part
of it anyway* These men kept me awake 8 or 9 mo* This was so I wouldn't

' ’

notify the police* They still wouldn give me anything. The way it was
Alvin Kerpis was driving a bus* He didn't have on a uniform & he was
scared to death* I told the Investigators who he was they promised me
part of the reward, but I'm sure they were telling me a lie* X am the
one that identified Kr* Harry Sevosb who was going by the name Robert

, i-
:

Belser in Nashville* I told where ha worked & where he was working*
He was 25 when this picture was taken I had someone else stole it, he is a
private investigator* That who took it sway from me* His name is L'orris
Covengton* His office le in the *smar Bldg* 5th floor* This fellow
Alyin Karpis was going ty another name. Jack Jones. This fellow told ms
ho would divide the reward but he has already bragged about what 1 told him
& he wasn't going to give me ary of the reward, kr. Cooke in Chicago sent
me these pictures. I had studied then. I doubt if they knew what the r
real names were. This Belser or Sarvosh was 3h yrs old it has been 16
yrs. I'm the one who identified him. This private isr - kept me awake
to keep me from being able to notify the police. But I do think part
of these rewards are mini,

Tours truly

/a/ Virginia Doaaon

4/-3 c -Cfy 47
^

It-tr'C/Sr-Z'T
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> ee-Mr. Rosen; Mr. Hf '• •
, Griffith

/
\

Assistant Attorney General Jases X. Mclnemsy

Director, PM

September 7, 1?50

ydjtv.Mfr
CRH' ST XEL5CX
MFORMATIOX CCXCiraflXd

*r>*;VN ip

-• •:>•• '•
- ••'

-

:3 RIm I « ~
:v V ? '

,V‘-> * .py-V

Reference is made to the letter of Chreet leieon doted August tfi,

1950, addressed to the Attorney General which was later referred to thla Bureau.

Enclosure/

62-61513
cc-7-57^
cc-91-5535

This Is to advise that ear files reflect that Kelson has written to
this Barest) on previous occasions in a rather incoherent wanner relative to
the "illlaa A, Ram kidnaping esse. There ie nothing in the files, however,
to Indicate that Kelson ever gave any infonaation of valns in this case* .

/ ’

.

* *

It is also noted that Kelson refers in bis latter to information
allegedly given to this Bureau relative to the robbery of Brink's, Incorporated,
in Boston, Massachusetts. Cur files fail to reflect that this individual ever
gave any information of value in this ease either, V - y

/ >.
-

For your information, the Duluth, Minnesota Police Department In
April of l?lil advised our resident agent in that city that Kelson had given
to that agency numerous non-specific complaints over a period of the previous _
five or six years and that, further. Kelson was at one time a patient in the
Moose Lake Hospital for psychopathic patisnta.

In view of the above, thla Bureau eoatempletee no action in this
natter. I am, therefore, returning herewith Kelson's letter.

* *"

'Y X
J.

\
>

/
-—-*•'

V

BOTE* See 62-61513, serial 2, and 7-576, Section 329, Serial 15259*
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Puluth, Minnesota
August 26th, 1950

- -

i- 2 ' 1
mar Honorable HcSrathtDUU nvuvAwuv ^

.
.* .*-• a-. • '^'x 4rT : »r;.‘v^ y \

£ h.\ t : *"- t •- • .!
‘

jVt;
* V ‘ f" nr.-H J '•

'
;r v' ; Triting year office regarding Hr. Hama's abduction which - Vr

%^l ^
took plaee in 1932, in which I became interested and began giving
information to the F.B.I. bureaus and also to police bureaus which X
understand led Hr. Hama on the route to the right place where he was
held during his abduction.

v . V J .

.

r*W

y-' ''
s A reward of $10,000 dollars was offered and posted at

Chat time.
^ ) f } { } / V /

' ""
li Bust be worth something yet to Vr. Hamm's satisfact

to be able to discover the right place and the right ones which were
conducting the abduction, and which corresponds exactly with the nans
given at that time. Therefore, I plead and hone that the Hon. attorney
general will pay attention tc this plea and take the setter up through
proper channels, demanding proof for the actual facts, and also that I

be given an appreciation for the same whatevsr be granted the j
amount which was offered in 1932 or less.

*.v
.’'if.

;3* >ntion one more instance in which I
. j I wish also to

giving information on the million and half robbery at the Brink's in X
Boston, Hass, this year, nevertheless after my information was given 'X

it was sapounced over the radio that some of the gang was captured,
but did rot say who they were or where from. l(y information was given
to the F.B.I. office in this city and was forwarded to the Brink's in JV,

Boston. Regarding ay information pleas# demand the same in this csss
#1#0. 'X-; • 7 • .Yi,' V\,-Y Y U-v

; £:

-X -• •

'
1

~ *V"?

»**
j

it
rn'. > m;

* 1 1

• Hoping the attorney general will be paying attention to
~Y the matter as soon as possible without any further action be necessary.

j. This will surely be very

' 4. • v - 7
V ',*/ * - '

_ .
*

-s ; ;
<‘

‘r1^ ) n ) ; v JF.Sj
^ ' Respectfully yours, rf* V-W-VvVy.

>v V.V Vi - ? ,T;
-V y

'

: > • .Y- S V

X

*«fr**^*/> r.<

CH/md
Enel.

>/ Chrest Nelson
cKivst Nelson
318 North 3rd Atc. rest-Puluth, V±nn«

‘Vk

:

Former eddress-216 2nd Ave. fast-^uloth, Minn.
P.Se I enclosing stjuups for surety wll*



November 24, 1950

i (

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON

> ^ On November 16 I saw Father Clark, the Chaplain of Alcatraz, and
Father Hastings, the Assistant Chaplain. During the course of our l

conversation Father Clark brought up the case of AiKarpia and stated
'

that he was interested in Karpis and the possibility of his being placed
upon parole after he has served fifteen years which time will expire

.

sometime this coming year. He stated he had talked to Karpis and
'

Karpis had asked him. Father Clark, when he was coming to Washington
'

to find out whether I would oppose the parole. I told Father Clark that

my attitude was entirely neutral; that certainly I would not recommend
his parole; and that I would not oppose it. Father Clark then brought
up the case of John Paul Chase. I told Father Clark that in Cbase'a f
case I had an entirely different attitude because Chase bkd engaged in

gun battle resulting in the death of one of our Agents and Karpis had -

never actually been in gun battle against an Agent of this Bureau.

!

[ Very truly yours.

(Jlavln_

Mchola

SENTFROM ». 0.

yriMsUSl tzJp&L

(jM'OiOSL

fjlJ'NOv 3 0 195(F

(31

John Edgar Hoover
Director l n

&
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Office Me. K
dtliTZ • UNITED S ^ rOVERNM 2NT

TO s

PROM s

SUBJECT:

Ifr. Nichols

F. C. Holloman

DATE: December 5, 1950

last evening the writer saw the television program
of Jerry^pahoney , the ventriloquistt on his program called

+ f o mu nnmd ” To *» r» 7 1 llnhnnon rtthat 's

several
name of

9

my name." Jerry Mahoney, on this program, puts on
short skits and then asks each contestant what is the
the principal actor that is being portrayed.

Last mght Jerry Mahoney put on a skit in which he
portrayed Alvin Karpis in New Orleans. The scene was in Alvin
Karpis f apartment and immediately prior to his apprehension by
the Bureau ; it also showed his apprehension by the Director
personally. The actor portrayed the part of the Director and
showed the Director walking into the room and placing Karpis
nder arrest. It showed the Director unarmed but with Karpis

with a gun and the Director talked Karpis into giving him the
gun and submitting to arrest.

After the contestant guessed the name of Alvin Karpis
Jerry Mahoney stated that the Director had single handedly arrested

*Alvin Karpis.

The skit was very well put on considering Jerry Mahoney *s

acting ability and did not reflect adversely toward the Bureau or
the

FCE:mcq

_ /
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Office Memorandum • united states government

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC OMAHA \i

jjfe

V/ ;:~

r - ,.v /

V*;,.* V .

;

DATE:

d>

i-^4

subject - ALVIN. KARPI S ; • was ; DR . J&SEPH P. KORAN,
-

- was, ’FUGITIVE- I.O.' 1232, ET AL
' 'J

EDWARD GEORGMHEKER, VICTIM
•1> .

“ KIDNAPING; HARBORING ; .

-
.

(BREKID)
.

v:. / ;/ , .%

r

\f - - »%>ps

r;

e \ '

?N ;

•

- GUY E. ORCUTT, operator of the Gridiron Club, 134 Nor
14th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, a book making parlor,

^advised SA S. DONALD DURFEE of this office that HARRY
^SAWYER,. convicted in captioned case, is no longer confined

\ in Alcatraz but is confined in the TJ.S. Penitentiary,
Leavenworth, Kansas, where he Is working in the butcher
shop. .

' ' •r
'

" v, r..'

ORCUTT states he has been reliably informed that SAWYER - .

" is to be paroled from this institution. While ORCUTT ' '

did not disclose where he received this information,
it was indicated that it came from one of SAWYER’S
brothers in Lincoln, Nebraska. ..QB&JTT relates that his.
source of information revealed it would cost practically
nothing except. a trip to Washington, D.C. ORCUTT states

” he understands there i° no pay off involved in getting
SAWYER’S parpie *•

‘
'

*•,•<••• I
•

'r . ......
"•

'

t /. ; *
,

E. RAY. SANEiovICH and SAKUEL SANDLOVICH, operators of ••

yj. the Ne'braska Kotor Company, Lincoln, Nebraska, who are
•" considered quite wealthy, are brothers of HARRY SAWYER

andit is believed that one of the brothers is ORCUTT ’S.. ;-

source of information. ...
-•

ORCUTT ’ S identity should be kept confidential

i

The above is being submitted to the Bureau for whatever
action they deem advisable. " - /v-

* 4. .* T - * 5
. { ...

- *+ X ...
,
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RECOVW ,

/
r
SAC # -Kansas City **

"
/ Director, FBI

£k ALVIN K KPIS, was.
*

129 ei>.:akd geo;.ge bicker
y Ki KArina; harboring

(BREEID)

Kay 9, 1951

- VICTIM

• ' Re Ocaka letter April 24, 1951, a copy of which is
attached for information of Kansas City.

• -V - • * •
.

-

A check at the U. S. Board of Farole, Washington, D.C.,
reflects Harry Sawyer, FBI /421335* Is presently confined to
Leaven- orth prison, became eligible for parole in January 1951 find

leads application for prrole but this was denied in February 1951*
Tfce.-e is no record of a current application for parole on file.
Kansas City should make arrangements to be notified in the event
Sawyer should again file an application for parole*

Ay

c&J Omaha
TEthchment
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» Office IS/lenmrandum • united st/ overnment

/ TO * DIRECTOR, FBI DATB: 6/2/51

FR<

SUBJ,

SAC, KANSAS CITY
a>

ALVIN KARPIS, Was.
EDWARD GEORGE'BREMER - Victim
KIDNAPING; HARBORING
(BREKID)
(Bufile 6&-&&5S) v*

jy-

v

Enclosed is a newspaper clipping from the Springfield
Daily News, Springfield, Missouri of May 25, 1951.

Howell County Attorney J. L. BESS has advised that a com-
munication was received from the Warden at /Alcatraz Peni-
tentiary indicating KARP1S would shortly be eligible for
parole, having served 15 years of a life term. The Warden
suggested that County authorities at West Plains might desire
to file murder charges against KARPIS and have processes
issued to place a detainer which in itself would tend to
discourage parole.

Mr. BBSS stated charges had been filed as the article
indicated. Mr. EESS stated from his observation of the

4*case and a recent investigation to determine what evidence
was available, he was of the opinion that it would be diffi-
cult to establish positive identification of KARPIS as the
murderer of Sheriff KELLY in 1931. BESS said the witnesses
have become scattered, some have died, and their memories
have failed to the extent that successful prosecution might
be doubtful. He indicated, however, that in the event
KARPIS is actually released on parole, he will extradite
him to Howell County and conduct a trial with the best
evidence available and endeavor to convict KARPIS of the
murder of Sheriff KELLY.

It was felt these developments would be of interest to
the Bureau.

JAP: raj
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Howell County

Charges Murder

By Alvin Karpis

Mo Barker Mobster .

To Face New Count

If He Is Paroled

OecUt DItpetek U Ut New*

WEST PLAINS, May 24-
Tales of the bloody “Ma”;
Barker gang of the early ’30s

,

echoed throughout this How-
ell county seat today follow-

ing the filing of first degree

murder charges against kil-

ler Alvin Karpis.

Karpis, a member of the no-

torious Barker bunch lor sever-

al years, faces the murder count |

here for the slaying of Sheriff!

C. R. Kelly on December 19,1

1931, if and when he's released

from Alcatraz prison.
'

Prosecuting Attorney J. lift’

less said a warrant for Karpis

irrest was filed here yesterday

ifter Sheriff Lester Davis rej

reived word from the Alcatra*

warden that Karpis had served

15 years of his sentence and
would be eligible for parole

aoon.

The charge was filed primari-

ly to block release of tjjj gun-

man, captured after a wkve of

slayings and kidnaplngs in the

mid and southwest.

‘T want to do everything pos-

sible to keep that man in Al-

catraz," was the way Sheriff

Kelly's widow, Mrs. Lula Kelly

Oliver, termed it tonight.

•‘Or If they do let him out,

I want him brought back here'

and tried," she added. _ ,

Signs Complaint

Mrs. Oliver signed the mur-jr

der complaint against Karpis
j

yesterday. - ’j

Kelly, 42 at the time. w|a|
shot down -by both Karpis and •

Fred Barker, one of the notcp-j

Lous Ms's sons. I

CLIPPING FROM THE SPRINGFIEID DAILY KETCS

SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

I!AY 25, 1951 tj
_

50 /

According to W^llanr Qeaaas .

1

district circulation supervisor
j

for Springfield Newspapers, Inc.,
j

and a Dally News and Leader!
reporter at the time of the kill-;

Ing, Fred Barker and Karpis had
driven into the Davidson Motor
company in West Plains to have
a tire repaired shortly before the
slaying.

Kelly entered the gar ace
Graves said, walked up to the
car and said: “Boys, I want to

look your car over.” At that
time, Graves recalled, Barker
and Karpis both slipped out of
the front seat and started shoot-
ing. Kelly was shot four times, <

once through the heart.

Karpis escaped from the ga-
rage on foot and Barker left by
oar. Graves added.

The lat$ Dutch James, one of
the garage owners, grabbed a re-
peating rifle and fired several
shots into the auto as Barker
lied. D

I

|
Barker Hides Out !

I Barker, who was later aho
Hlown along with his mother b

j

bhe FBI in Florida, managed
to make his way to the gang's
hideout near Thayer and Kar-
pis was believed to have stayed
in West Plains until night fell

and then escaped.
A large posse of Howell coun-

tians raided the hideout near.
Thayer that night. Graves con-

1

tinued, but found only, a large
quantity of loot the gang had
obtained in burglaries in t b e
West Plain! and Willow Springs
area.
Barker later was Identified as

one of the gunmen through pic-
tures obtained by Graves from
police in Tulsa. Karpis’ identi-
ty was determined through pic-
tures of his wife, who showed
up in West Plains several days
later to visit the killer.

Karpis continued his criminal
escapades throughout the coun-
tiy until 1936 when he was sefl*

weed to- life for the $1( I,

©ito kidnaping of William Hami i,

JjL member of a Bt. Paul bre r-

uk family.

SEARCHED.. IND r - "D

serjauzfd rwic r
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-DATE:~^une 57, 2954

cx*«
Ql*rin__

Mlehol*

SUBJECTS Truer

Btfbo

BalRtmt,

Mohr

T«U. RcSupervisor ¥Ohl of the New York Office called and
advised Holloman that NormH**Aprams of the New York Daily
News had called and stated that her paper understands that
AlvinuKarpis_ is up for parole and wondered if we could advise —
her wKether~or not this is true and also whether or not there
are any detainers outstanding against him•

Holloman advised Mr* Vmhl that he should inform Miss Abrams
that the Bureau had no jurisdiction over parole matters and we
could not be of assistance to her in this regard and that we, not
being a prosecutive agency could not assist her in the matter of
advising whether any detainers are outstanding against him in
state courts.
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U. Ur iUSjHuE

COMMUNICATES SECTION

TELETYPE

WASHINGTON S-18 FROM SAN FRANCISCO 7-2-51

IRECTOR FBI URGENT-

:*z-***.±z.
Jttr. Clts&g .

ZL^Xaim^m

v Hr.Tr*ry

S Mr. H*rb.

j
/ Mr AH*. :

1 Mr. reboot

I

Mt . Lacifhlln

' Mr. Mohr

4-04 PM K<!F«!* 1.

j

Mr. Nea»e

. j

MIm Q«*dy

ATTENTION ASST. DIRECTOR ROSEN

ALVIlflCARPIS. INFO CONCERNING. RJ m
s’

ALVITTKARPIS, INFO CONCERNING . RE BUREAU, TELEPHONE CALL OT, IN^B.\
|

ALDEN TO SUPERVISOR A. V. TRICHAK TODAY. OFFICIALS ALCATRAZ ADVISED

KARPIS, NO THREE TWO FIVE, AKA ALVIN KARPAVICZ, gT|LLCONFINED ALCATRAZ.

ADVISED BEFORE INMATES CAN BE PAROLED FROM ALCATRAZ SUCH PAROLE HAS TO
ji i --ji irnr r »riw i

— :————‘ — « - •'****.

EE AUTHORIZED BY US BOARD OF PAROLE. WASHINGTON. D. C. AND THAT A PAROLEi * . „ -
1 II— n —I— n*«wr i * **!*» m pm#*" **-*^**-**.- rr4ir m+tr" ******t* i<a»in >"' • •

FOR KARPIS OR ANY OTHER INMATE DIRECTLY FROM ALCATRAZ NOT PROBABLE. STATE
‘ '* «*— —— — n—

—

mrnmmctt >ij|,

INMATES ARE USUALLY TRANSFERRED FROM ALCATRAZ TO SOME OTHER INSTITUTION
f

, .— .. mmim rn
-— -m m ii 1 1> ~>m m < or i

i
—*“ — — ' "~ -“"

i II rin Itr i a nn > * i mmT^iW—

a

m tmn&m rmmtm r*r^ - +*

PRIOR TO BEING PAROLED . ADVISE KARPIS ON MAY NINTflt LAST ORALLY INDICATED

HE WAIVED HIS RIGHT.TO JgARJNGJ^QR PAROLE FOR WHICH HE BECOMES ELIGIBLE

JULY TWENTYSIXTH NEXT AND INDICATED HE WOULD SIGN WAIVER OF THIS BTCMT
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Office Met. ium •

TO

FEOM

MR. LADD

SUBJECT:

OBJECT

]

UNITED ~ GOVERNMENT

DATE: July 3, 1951
ToIson

A. ROSEN
o
ALVIN KARPIS
POSSIBILITY OP PAROLE

Cl*gf.

Ola

n"

Tracy

Manx?

Beiaont

Tala. hoo.

To advise you that Information has been aoonreAJCropy
the U. S. Board of Parole and from the prison authorities at
Alcatraz "Island indicating that there is no present possibility of
Karpis being. released nn parole.

BACKGROUND

You will recall that Norma Abrams of the New York Daily
News called the. New York Office stating, that her paper understood”
that Karpis was up for parole. This is set forth in the memorandum
from Mr. Nichols to Mr. Tolson dated June 27# 1951*

DETAILS

Mr. Walter Urich o f the U. S. Board of Parole advised
that prisoners were not paroled from Alcatraz but were first transferred
to another institution and kept there for a time."

'

* He stated that he doubted if .the Board would consider
carolling Karpis in view of the inconceivable severe criticism that
would follow such action.

’

5*

Mr. Urich stated that Karpis* earliest possible parole
date was July 26, 1951# but that if a detainer was filed it would not
be possible for a man to be paroled.

Supervisor A. V. Trichak, San Francisco Office, advised
of information from the officials at Alcatraz Island that Karpis was
still confined there; thataiy parole from Alcatraz was not probable;
and that such parole would have to be authorized by the U. S. Board of
Parole, Washington, D. C. Further, that Inmates are usually
transferred from Alcatraz to some other institution prior to being
paroled; that Karpis on May 9# 1951# orally Indicated that he would
waive his right to a hearing for parole for which he becomes eligible
July 26, 1951# and indicated that he would sign the waiver of his right
at a later date. These officials indicated that there is no
indication that Karpis is to be transferred or paroled from Alcatraz.

eflect a detainer
Franqisco, at Alcatraz

also filed by the
z charging Karpis

rrespondence

for ,a

e Alcatraz Pen
tion to Canada placed by

1943 and, fu:%her,. thait; thfc

eriffs Office of Howel
jwlth the murder of one^ Sheriff Kelly in

iisso
er was

t Ales
'

1
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)(

Memorandum for Mr. Ladd

record of Karpis- reflects that he has been in correspondence with the
Sheriff's Office of Howell County, Missouri, and information was
received July 2, 1951 at Alcatraz advising Karpis that the detainer
would not be removed in Missouri*
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â
^ ^ /?^'’XfX^m ,^'lC- ->53//

TjX >**
• -•jl.jA*t -

^ • /



* w

&

~*
' Z^r/zZ

^ y^Lr/&* ****

¥zji^^ c.
t^t / J firj/\

/<r
^

y(/UL^t^'

a*~~r~ , „

L.



)

cJ^

ft/
^

VrfCL^ ^izyly-

,

t^-
y*^ \^J^' i ?

U TtzM &7?y>f//‘^
£'

(



I )

I

ty'*' «& ;'.* -V. '., v ,‘ V September 26, 1951
i - r . - .

p*1~W-l&ll-\
^ * • - - ^ fc

V
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/

Krs. Fmliyvjanke
361+1; Dinei/se;.
Chicago 47, Illinois

\
'- i s

V- :

'

i: -•

*

V .•

Dear Kadara:

Your letter oi‘ September 19# 1951# haa been
received. : ,

.

’U$

tor your iniormation, the federal Bureau
oi Investigation has no jurisdiction over the parole .

.

ol federal prisoners and accordingly you may desire
to communicate directly with tne Parole Executive,
IT. S. Board oi Parole, Washington, pi C* %

Very truly yours
f

t. I

NOTE: /.*

John Edgar (Hoover
Direct*

- i >

‘ The correspondent Is a sipter Of'Alv'in ftarpls
(alias Alvin Karpavicz) and In 'her letterLdha'^has requested
the Bureau to assist ip. .obtaining a parole i dj' Karpi^who
Is presently lndlard^spsd in Alcatr az under asilite. sfiptence
resulting from the Bremer' Kidnapping (eea^. V? *>!>«

,v
“.r

' ‘
‘ A si J 7*?

CZ~ I*.

COMM -FBI

SEP 2 7 mi
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STAMMIIDfOMIMX

Office Memorandum • united states government

«> * Director, FBI (7-576)

^*3* j
SAC, Minneapolis (7-30)

sJ^BCTi (EREKID) • / , .

DATS: March 24, 1952

> “S- ' ...

Ir.'T

ft,. v;

Rebulet dated May 10, 1950,- regarding LEONARD HANKINS.

Instant file contains numerous newspaper articles which reflect
that according to the Minneapolis /'Morning Tribune” for
November 26, 1951* LEONARD HANKINS, age 56, Stillwater inmate,
who has served almost 19 years of a life sentence, was ordered
freed Tuesday by the Minnesota Pardon Board; that he has been
in prison since his conviction February 6, 1933 for alleged
participation in a triple murder during the BARKER-KARPIS
gang holdup of a Minneapolis bank.

This article further reflects that HANKINS has protested his
innocence throughout the 19 years and that his life sentence
was commuted at a special meeting of the Pardon Board, at
which a dozen witnesses testified they did not believe HANKINS
was involved in either the §112,000 holdup, or the slaying
of two policement and a bystander.

This file contains other newspaper items relating to HANKINS’
beji$g released from the Minnesota State Prison at Stillwater,
M£nne3dta^^], and he was accompanied by his siter, Mrs. DELLA
D&fRX of Dawson Springs, Kentucky.

?The Minneapolis J, Morning Tribune" for December 3» 195l» con-
taifcb fi>dateline of Dawson Springs, Kentucky, which reflects .

that LEONARD HANKINS returnes there to his home town and that
a scoi^p of relatives and close friends greeted him.

The Minnesota State Prison, Stillwater, Minnesota, advises
that the sentence of LEONARD HANKINS is their number 11551
and was commuted by action of the Board of Pardons on November 28,
1951, with the condition that he lead a law-abiding life, and
they transmitted a copy of his latest photograph, which was
taken November 28, 1951, and which contains the following des-^
criptive data; n c t ~

RNPsmea
W °0 M *

e / o *** p= Louisville^ / Si„ i

/ ooiT , jA. fye,(,'"*”>« cuA
& ' w



I

Memo, Director

Name
Alias

Re : BREKID 3 -24-52

4-.5

1

1

Age, \ •

Race :
:

Height 4

Nationality
Build

'•

Complexion
Hair
Eyes
Weight
Sentenced
Term

, f
From

Born
:-:arks and scars

Occupation
F.P. Class

LEQMRDjj&ANKINS fVo 1 1 6 fc. r- :

WhiTeA .

•
-/.'v'

" ' •

5»ioi"
'

American • '

_

Slender ; ; . ..
.

Fair
'

' \
' -

Grey/bald
Grey
155 lbs.
.2-6-33 \ .

.

’

Life } •

'

Hennepin County for crime of
murder 1st degree
October 2 5. 1895. ln_Jient-.nrVv -
Cut scars on forehead and left
side of face. Nose crooked.side of face. Nose crooked.

Occupation Farmer
F.P. Class FBI #240728

9 RA 15
,, - 18 RA 14

Inasmuch/MlDilNS is a convicted bank robber, the above
mentioned photograph is being transmitted herewith to the Bureau,
with a request that copies be made of this latest photo arid

be Jj-prwarded to the Minneapolis and Louisville Offices, in
order that the same can be placed in the Bank Robbery Albums.

In addition to this, these offices should be furnished with
copies of his latest identification record, including all

'

aliases, addresses, names of associates and description. •

The^ureau should also give consideration to placing the
fifigerprints of this individual in the single fingerprint file
Tor bank robbers, and to placing a copy of this latest photo
taken on November 28, 195l» in the bank robber file. . * ~ .

.
.

: -W.-s* v':K ~ : ..
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J r

SAC, Minneapolis (7-30) .
C April 15, 1952

Dir•cto^JgSlft7-^76) — jS J/ 2^* J

brekxd
,>

S3 Reurlet March 24, 1952.

A transcript of the Identification record and three copies
of the submitted photograph of Leonard Rankins, FBI #240728, are
enclosed*

.

The Identification record and photographs of Rankins
are also being furnished the Louisville office*

En^'ylres (4)

cc: louievixle (En es 4)

*? - ih

- 6 ±
- -
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Lr. Uarbo August 61 1.952

,* m

)

D. J. Parsons

ours rm disposition M •
• ; -ii

- *

e/T/

The woapone listed below are being forwarded to the Chief
Clark's Office for appropriate dispositions ^
CALIBER

; . Tffl ;

.

*1*5 :• Thocpson sub-cachlne gun
bS Thomson sub-dochine gee
JtS Thompson submachine gua
•1*5 Thorpeon sub-rachina goa

Gee Riot gun
Gas Qun (Homemade)
Black carrying case and
extra receiver

SERIAL # PIIZ #

2211»

365b
5282
6315

27755

26-k5h3?
62-38785
7-576
62-2977?

65-1675

80-U1

The four nachine guns were obtained la the imre*ligations ef
*

DilliA^er, th- R“^f*rr Carl Strata. A review of the files in each of
these eases revealed tho$ after being deemed no longer of evidentiary value*
they were forwarded to Quantico for training purposes. Quantico advised
that these weapons ere no loader serviceable. Crlae Records has advised
that none of these weapons is dosired by then for exhibit purposes*

The t«o gas guns, receiver sod case are of no evidentiary value.

;> . , .
vL

80-lWl^

cci 26-b51*8?
62-33785
7-576

62-29777
65-1675

HABtbJl

A

c

y

v
V.

r

v -

1
£

NOT RECORDED
Ml SEP 4 1952

63 StP29t<di
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Office Memorandum UNITED STATES GOV

DIRECTOR, FBI

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (7-30)

KID

DATE: Jan

AIR MAIL - SPECIAL DELIVER!-~ „ — -^
lr^^0hr ,

t Mr. Witttsrrowd-

I Tele. RooiX
}.,

—
1 Mr. Holloman.

—

Attached hereto are (1) photostat of writ of habeas corpus filed by VOINEJzoo^—

—

DAVIS 12-9-52 In United States District Court, St. Paul, Minn., and (23^ g^-^~
news item appearing in the "St. Paul Dispatch" of 1-2-53 in connection

" ~J

therewith. .
• ;

The Bureau will recall that VOLNEY DAVIS is a member of the former Karpi
Barker Gang who kidnapped EDUARD 0. BREMER. DAVIS is presently furring
a life sentence In the Federal Penitentiary, Leavenworth, Kansas*.

. a' S r°
:

This is the second writ of habeas corpus and is along similar1 lines to that
he previously filed, which is substantially reflected in report <of-,SA

SAMUEL V. HARDY, St. Paul, Miim., dated U-10-U0 in the BREKID case.\- f £ -iJ -O ...
,

- -O ^ _
This new writ of habeas corpus has just been brought to our. attention by
Assistant United States Attorney WILLIAM ESSLINQ, St. Paul, Kii^ We lmve
conferred with Mr. ESSLING as to just what information and evidence he
desires prepaired in order to defend this writ of habeas carpus. He has
not as yet given us a definite decision on this, but we expect to have
it from him within the next few days. At that time the Bureau wil^ be fully

'

advised by report in this matter.

'-y~
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’ <2-7*25 i

Kidnapjipe
‘

1
Volney Davis, who Is serving I

a life sentence for conspiracy in I

the 1934 kidnaping of Edward G. I

Bremer, St. Paul banker, wants I

to get out of prison. I

He has filed a motion In U. S. I

district court here asking that 1

the sentence imposed on him here I

in 1935, be either vacated or re-

duced. .

Among the reasons he gives

are that he pleaded guilty to

conspiracy ‘without the advice of

an attorney; he didn’t know that

under the Constitution he had the

right to an attorney, and that he

was led to believe if he pleaded

guilty to conspiracy he would get

a lighter sentence.

He charges that several of those

indicted in the kidnaping received

lighter sentences on the conspir-
j

acy charges. He names Elmer
(

Farmer who was sentenced to 20

years; Harold Alderton, 20; James

Wilson, 10, and John Joseph Mc-

Laughlin, five, amohg the 26 in-

dicted, to get lighter sentences.

William Essling, assistant U. S.

attorney, who said the govern-

ment wiU fight Davis* bid for

freedom, said that Davis asks the

* court to bring him to Sft. Paul

- from “Leavenworth federal prison,

> where he now is, to argue his own

a case.
• • •

i m&m

mMm
m-m

VOLNEY^ PjVM ^



rSTATBS OP AMERICA
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^ District op mihhesota
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^gHAUTED $tATB3 OP AMERICA
‘ ^iReBpondent :

. v

/'xTtSkfbe petitioner And dafandant is bursty, ai thin,
'

:.v/V-'’'
':• .AXO^,'/.' j ".“5 iv.^

v
-

• XVv ‘- ;
ij

Spalling tbs ^original And fiwp A4) oople s thereof to 1

•.,•.*•$
. ..Xv.v.£,;-- V;>V <• ’ .:-;V"»:.5-.>r.v: >«>«•"•

•'"’
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£you, and raque st^ng that^jrou juke proper nerrlce of '

Af -.Vy
•• •‘vffA jry.r < » j

;\v' 1

jgthia oaus® pfJaotlon on tbs opposing Alda, and Ontar
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>4WHTBP STATE3 CASES 'AND RUIE S. CP CRIMINAL IAI AND
:

•
‘

.V.<r5
: -.y- -u’ "

-

^PROCEDURE 'SUPPORTING /CONTENTIONS IN jpHIS JIOTIOH.'
'

.— :
••

-r*.r- •'
• - •

. w •• • • .

•

SpKtle .28, faction 1654 U.S.C.A.
‘r- v -

'

'

\¥Johnson X.Zerb st

,

; >1958/504 U. 3. - 458.
" f ' v

^talker ?vJohnston, ^312 U.S. v275. i/^.-'v^VrgrrV-
^L8 U.S.C.A. (Supp) following -'687« , •' V'

s rRloa, l26 P42d) 633, 6374 appiD.^j.1942)
jBTon Moltke *011ei/*S32 U.S. 708 41948) v*„
Curtis ^,^Hlatfc'JL69 P/n(2d) 1019.
C^Frank v.''Jtungum, 237 U,8. 309.
«4£fohnson w.’Eerbst 8uperi“604,-U.S. 458,'462, r

,
5"..

''“^2 *1461,-1465. 4

iplaley *Johnston, $16 , 4J.S.' 101, 86 1 (Ed; ) 1302
%Sorews w^nlted states $25, #.S. 81,120
ffgfoMBd.') 1945. •'•r

:

». .-*3^

~

talker -w. #ohnaton U.S.C.A. '6 Amend.; -

V;
ifo61 .8. Ct • *674 reverslna. 109 Ped. 81.436.

attMeNabb y.'U.S.-SIB D.3.%332 1(1943) * ~

^(Upshaw t.U.S.Y*335 U.S.^,410 (1949) -

:

^McHabb -^Upshaw doo trine, see 43 111. L.
" *Rev. i442. f? !

* -
• v4

.
•.

‘ -? v;
Wnmnr.’U.saiO, ;?2, ;«* 4t.' 457, 465,
>-^86 L.^Bd.)680. • ;> •

•f*8rauer v.'dJ.S.'-^9, NF10;'‘ r- 1'-*?

$Klng Ar.'lolomons, 4, 1, T.R. 251.
yHayman > .U.S. 187, P. (2d ) 453 . t **v

'*®*8r^* 'Sijn&n M2> ^7t S« £05| *72« S. Ct# !

Jt^Btovd v.^Rlnes, C.C.A. 104. P (2 ) 240;
' ^llooney v. Eollohon, H.C.* 294.
isJtorcheTal t. U,S,'274 U,S. 220.
^iU. 3. Law Title 88, Sec. 2255.

, .

' Rules of Criminal Procedure >.

•V Rule a 5, 10, 35, 44. ••»••••
Constitutional Amendments

-v‘5th .Amend., 6th Amend, 8th Amend. *
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UNITED STATE3 DISTRICT COUR$

" ST. 'PAUL, NIHNEBOTA ,

•

.
. v

•

. f- r - y*

: ’
. ^THIIU) DIVISION .'••4-

.VOLNEY DAVIS
Petitioner

No. 6096 Criminal \
^UNITED. STATES OP AMERICA

- '

- . -.-yJteapondent , .

NOTION TO VACATE OR NULLIFY AND/OR REDUCE JUDGMENT

The Honorable and "Learned,.'Judge Nathew M. -Joyce

‘ i : “V Cr^May It please theTCourt . —

-

v "

^Comes ^now your Pe titloner/iVolney Davis, pro so,
•

* W
‘I

*•’
'

"
• 4 •

*

%
'
^

' m
‘"' ** "

, t% ' ,, ; » • m * •

^mnd enters his nano as attorney of record in the
•a. -

.

* ’**
*

;

' ’* ‘ '

•^above captioned -jaroco©dings pursuant to the provisions

Vof Title 28, Section^**** If. S.C.A. and gives notice •

_> •
" -

- %*% $
- gp

~ ** .

"?to the Court that he is going to Jeep control land '*—

%

' ^ v : *1. ..

management * of hi 3 ca se throughout tho life of sane
, . .

* •
' - .

-

'•

.

’*
• ± * -

* '
• •

* \L • -
. in-4> re*

' [* ir - •
•

-vv.An this proceeding.
..

' V~v,;.

JURISDICTIONAL STATED IE?

The
'
Jurisdiction of the Court Is hereby

in accordance with the provision of Title^‘invoked

Section 2255

: Petitioner was arraigned June 3, 1935,
/

.
^-,5.

and was sentenced Juno 7,ji9j5* Petitioner herein

moves the Court to vacate' or nullify, or set aside,

and/or reduce the Judgment imposed by an incomplete

Court for the following reasons , to-wit

:

1. Petitioner was sentenced to a life sentence

without the advice, of counsel on June 7, 19. 5, and

at the. same time four ";pfiK?r. co-defendants charged

on the same indictment for be same .offence were

sentenced to terns .of years as follows: Liner Fanner,

20 years} Harold Aid erton, 20 years; James ^ilcon,

‘lO years, and John Joseph McLaughlin, 5 .years •

.



,Shen Petitioner was sentenced be did not Jcnow
.v •V.-'-

'
‘-hat -the Constitution of the United States liadx

anything -to do. with him as to bis rights#tor _.$hat''
• V- “'..s .. r • X ‘

.
<

*
-

* . . . f-. .
:

ithe Judge sas to protect his Tights hj them. vijn .
-•

'

•x-'*'-'. t. - •' x\ '•
.

' v ;'**r \t

v£fact^^Petitioner "had neverread the Bill Of ^Rights
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.
’ . ^ • -A Come3 >iot tho ^etitlonei- aivi^^ Def©ndant^ ;i

5 " ; ; .

.-••/. ' vv\
w> ’•• • I.;- . Y. * ^r*. - -'

<
#

.' ;%•
•

/ >Y;Y.Volney ;i^yl3Y'liiItlievabpve entitled and munbered Y

.

',1; .Y^^^^^^'^^s&iitiio/Sonprab^^and "learned Court 'YY
:

t•;
. .

•• -
that ftn

..

0rdei,
; ,;

bo **<10 and entered and directed "to .

;

.

- Y>
•

- the Attorney Oonerai of tlae United
. States of

:

>
'

;

'

i .

.

.

;

V,

'

'^YYvi -— and .sentence
;be

Y : >:
»nd3^c^ted, and/or reduced in tho

-tA *

abovo
;
atyled- cause- of action for facts that^follow, Y

- to-arit :
•

' !'• ?:<% ".
.

' YY.
V

‘
- 1. Petitioner was not represented by Counsel. / '

• -2. .. Petitioner was never taken before a United
'

.'•/.•Yvv

States Commissioner, which violates Hulo 5 of .

Y

United States Crininal .Procedure. v

3/ Petitioner was never, presented with a copy of k -

'

the Indictment prior to his trial, which i3 in h.\Zr
: ':,]

viola y-on of Kule .10 o."_ Crl^i.^nal Procedure*

4. Petitioner wag. not thoroughly a-dvisod as to

hi3 constitutional right 3 before entering plea,

or before being sentenced. - - .. .

' k >
. v kkr

' 5. Petitioner did not wholly voluntarily, k V
intelligently, &ni competently waive the right

torfcoun.^ el#
.

.

.
•

.

•;•'•_«
;>

Pot It ion or , being unlearned in law, did not
'

—urneYs: n:l cv -know his constitutional rights

1



w

;
-. s ;

.
vVr< -*3p*

7. Petitioner was held incommunicado in a distant
,

• JT v- •• •

—V— •
• ..

/>••,'.
V...

-• ‘ •

city under Questioning, In chains and In secrecy.

*8. ' Petitioner was led to" believe, by his captors,

*hat if he entered a -guilty .pie a bewould be^given

a terra of years. --t »
-...:

%r«‘J .-••v.w •;?:•• -.v;;,.

an . i .
---

.

• ,.~v . ;
::u.&:ARGUMENTS FOR REASOH HO. 1
•? -3 »• V

v-

'iK,
><'X-

31^ : Petitioner was brought into court direct from
v'i .. f.

'•VS
Ve>

*

-;k

>>

•
•• 'X/ .... « , r

• v^forty hours without >leep and contimxoua questioning, ; 5

';V
-sand was

of -importance

'. that he itould not have « lawyer and ,that he «<^^1»ot

i use a telephone pr aee anyont until he '-wade^Uutate- _

•

^ment . He 'was handcuffed and. ahackled all this .time.

\: tShg h. might h*™ *W »*• lnflu«nc.4 bj thl.
J

-Scondition

•

•
. '-f- •

-'••i.-
*• a • -a«-

rA 'V, f
-v. ;<*•.- ? >-* .• •; .

,

\u.‘ "
..

-’• ' vv.
' * -

.

”:
3jVt

• .7 » r .- „ 'f - <• .»
. ,

' *. -..*•> •* ' ‘ • **

... • -'•-..;/’••••.•
- ; k;.„7,.i.' -•,- - f-r

,

.• . v ;-.- /;
*’
"7 '

.

•' ,?r .-<*?.* - 1

to agreed ito enter apples after he was told there
‘ v* 1

were two count s against him. '."They eald t»ne was ^ '-.•

kidnapping, of which he knew he was not ‘guilty^J^e^
other was conspiracy. They told him if he knew any .1

-

of the people charged with the kidnapping or had ever
;/ |'

associated with them during the^ crime he would b©
J

y-s.

guilty of consph acy. They also^consplracy carried a

less pe/alty than kidnapping. The assistant prosecutor, ^
Mr. Hiessy led him to believe this. It was under

: .

such coalitions he agreed to plead guilty to conspiracy, .;

He was brought into court on the 7th day of June,
:

yV
s -;-^

195R with the above mentioned co-defendants, and if his ....

memory serves him right, he was sentenced first.

the best of his Imovledge, this is what was yald ,t
;

o •.

by the“ Honorable Mathew U. Joyce as he stood there b<^o^

a crowded court room without a friend Of .any kind to

speak for him or advise him in any way. "lour nan0-^.^%^
Volney Davis?", he said. ^ "Yes". "Do you have a‘ lawyer

he said. “Ho, I don't - 1 don't need one, do if "Ho
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. .. a conspirator
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years after each and every one ,
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riavyer to go before ^
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•hafl'ifcly n slith grade ©ducat on ^
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petitioner .
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. ;• Wwiedre, had never read

'w^i^ili qxi e ssential^ rl^^l ^ ^ ^ :
^

did not Isnow

|
1 A^intelllg^17 and -compe

;

^ t to grant

;

' ' -^-v. :• _ #>ven of theiJudge s auv
*

_ I
»4his lights, nor ev ^ counseled nor

"
. V.V.? petitioner was never

him bis righ
a“Counsel

to defend his
. g

^Stold that h. awu
n ooriosition to theM
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ike a complete court. 1
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^ *na intelligently waive so valuable a

rlghtwf oounssl 4s 'Considered indispensable
$&+3r the 'higher court.. i

|g* o.s.^468.;
;

qodixiad $$$
Criminal Procedure. ^fiul. 44 ,®

;M.signm(mt -^Counsel.J*Jf ths 4af(m<jant Appear* In
;

.
$

•^vgcourt vithout a ^counsel Tfche court ah.ll advise him '; ?Sll

Tight to Counsel and .assign oounsel to represent '%

Jtehln at .•?*/ ^f««^|^>rpoee4lng^^»la«« he fiesta 7§

’

^ •»»! -^«yv .>*- \
. ^ ^ •>, v *' ‘*W . 7 ",
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. . -.. •

/
' *

• v
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•
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-

.
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^ Sia

~
-7slxth Amaadffl®at

.

*tato. Defendant .hall anjoy - ••&£*»:'}*£•

-Lc a-a*l»K«*ice of .counselMt every step in his W. .'.'if*' \$§
. .. . , .. v.v^!;.- r • * rv. <

including tlme'^ oo&fer with counsel.*

tTfe .:• ' •PPT.nt ;M»V^,i4.f.nd«.t in a
criminal procaedlrut li about:^ in., fu •'.

- ^ V •'

* •*
rr-

/' V>V .. . r; IT;.
criminal proceeding is about .£o;iose the most

'•

’-ffi-iir '£c' :^r/
f .v' to*.,- V . ^ *.• .' • f

valuable -ass© t he could posalbly own On the race of ^ 7

" thla ®arth lfc In 4eopai4y, land he la lgnorant 'j7:
^

fel-U
r
? ;^;>f:lila Constitutional Rights>iow could. a defend^t

’•'V'^r^ Jw . % • j .’7*: .'w'.'eAnmantantlw J e JL. . e • « . _ L ‘ •.* ^ f - ». uT. ’^9'/

1 / r.-
' ' ' " •• '

* “'\~-J

r
-

J-'/ ..!*• -j
’

• tf .
•• - ~ ^ L«j

r

^ ' >
- ' Walker *va. 'Johnaton, "312 tJ. 8.^75 implicitly held '**•&£*k&i

*

. j/y: that a plea of guilty should not be deemed a waiverV •' :'••••
• '^•ls*>n J. . .

W-
: «.w - * V

7'. •^•7-"
r.i;- £ . « ... . -V

•3^*7 ' Jv\ •

1

7

^ » ?

** fi^pjef
-of counsel . And, Evans vs. gear, 126 P (2d) 635, 637 \

’’
• .

••.•*
<• ^ - ,.

^'{App, D.C, 1942) held that Johnson vs • Zerbst applied v

to conviction Upon a plea of guilty. Von Moltke va. -

- Olle 3 , 332 U.S. 708 (1948 ) (German spy aotlng without •

the advise or knowing waiver of counsel, pleaded guilty

•In a prosecution under the espionage wet at the sug«

gestion of an agent of the F.B.I.) applies this rule

to an Intelligent defendant, financially capable of

providing counsel, but merely' ignorant of her rights* •

In Curtis vs. Hiatt, 169 F' (2d) 1019 Involving

a bank robbery case, the .court .held that the- mere fact

that the court offered to appoint an attorney ( to which

the reply was "no" w I ,m guilty") was not enough to

constitute waiver. The court must establish a factual



r-i*.-.

'# ,••% * •

^foujoiatlon before "it caudetermine whetbe r or not

: there bag b&cn an Intelligent valvar of his rights*

*v iSternlhing .vrtiethen .one convicted of crime

-* ^ ^3E . . .
.* ?St

**

/'-

< 5 -*.- "' -
‘

' "S

•?.' iCr::
.'vha» Tbeen denied due proeepe/ihe entire course of

Hproce€&lngs ,
' end not merely a single step, should be

Considered . * Frankjrs i >Mn«um» 257 U, 3.509) then

—i TS-Vs*,^

:v

V- '« :••>. y-rV 1 V«V
'r--W+ .

^^4^the substantial fright s guaranteed by the Constitution
V; ,.** .:- -.Hi;• *>./• *-• i -

;t;. t

^becomes the ^rut 3® ct-of hollow formality in the 'lower

^.courts, It is -only necessary, and reasonable that

v - •• **'>*?
.

.

, : ,
. .

«-**• r xw; -
.*r. i . \*r* .

•«

n'->: -v

.,... , **•:

*

•> ."i i
-

•• 4; :
S

;

v-. itv-i r H t-^lnot sire ofspelling bf name) . who was an Assistant

;y<i#rosecutGr /lend taUosd to petitioner Chile Jie was
l .

••?. ' -Vi. : ... - •

.. i \> :. T-ist

-£,• .- .2V- ...

\ :/Mv< -

V V- ' •

'^handcuffed in the Federal;Buildlng in St. Paul and

•i
* Awhile petitoner was In Che custody of the F.B.i,

i«’Agents»’ told petitioner there were two ccwnts on

sthe Indictment afad one carried a lesser penalty -

* Conspiracy was tlie one that carried the lesser penalty,

and Petitioner agreed to enter, a plea to that part of

the Indlctaoent , not knowing that the Indictment said,

joor that if he entered a plea to conspi* acy that he

was Also entering a plea to the full Indictment.

, , ARGUMSHTS OH FACTS Bo. 1

1* Petitioner was hot' represented by counsel.

Although Petitioner sent; 'for the minutes of the Court

In 1939, they stated petitioner had counsel. Petitioner

filed a rfrlt at that time ^ knowing he had no counsel . •.

> r&i: vV"V^v^A
V 1

'- H •'
>

. . :~t *-» ^ J

'V



The 'Writ was held .Up until "the Court could enter ~
'• '>.-•* •

- C'

A notion to correct the Court nlnutes to make thorn
• '£ •

,

w

Tho minute

a

• read petitioner did not have counsel
f:f. ... ,

7

y, ;u‘7. •-

^

>*rwsre -also changed to jnalce thorn read: *0n th© "7th day :

L’-’i • - —
•

> -4-V ~* * >V- .*'

»

v '*/'
*

‘ ^Cv* *

•

.*jof ^June,\1935, 'pane the Bnited States Attorney;
• V r

’’
•

- “
. !

^George F. Sullivan, and tfco defendant; -Volney Davls/V
•' *"

• •
'

-
*
5*^- . '

“ f - V'

ySjf

‘appearing In proper vperoon# and haying been asked on
-

. * .. > _T‘.':Vt- •’
*' ~ V

w
-;.3

- June 3 # 103$V whether he was willing toJ?lead jrlthout v

-
. .

. - rf* .
-

, .

• -
,

- » * ..».**• •

•the assistance of counsel, replied that he was,..and;.-.
• -* V..

'

wl ,. .

;v" *
•

%V
./ ,• vi-' *

-Shy treason of the 'plea of -guilty entered herein on
;

y

,

-V' - *
f . ..

- "
... . v • •V-'. & *

•'

•j-the 3rd day -of ;J\ine,
, .i935;>'it is. by jfcbo Court .

"

H
'

-

•
.

.. •• v' >.

.ry^^etit loner contend s that; If his base hcd no
yr-'ifC/V;: - :» :

"
*.

_
N

tf.‘ * *1 v * -

%more Importance
w,

tofche ‘.Court as townie /rlgnts t>y
:

^the United -States' Constitution than for^the Court

,$31erk to le ep the records 'straight during his hearing,

"i that there is oause to show,petitioner did .not receive

'-"'due consideration 'is duari^n^eo;J' hythe Fifth and Sixth

Bill 6f Rights to the Ihilt ed ,State b-Jenendments .of the
' ^*7

•
-- • -

‘ ’ - ' •*.

^Constitution. These reccds sere changed without vi

? knowledge of Petitioner, and without him boing In

Court

AROUMEIJT ON PACT No. 2 '

.
yy -

/'

was arrested in Chicago; tI11,1sq±&

,

•

'
. ;

^
‘

it 12 o’clock • was then taken to Jthe

\B.I. on the 19th floor of the Federal -

>lght elevator - was held there in chains

i 4- ^ aoa Bnvons - was never taken before



people named In it, iorae bf which Petitioner had ' •
-

.

never heKrcT"bf much less knew, make .An Intelligent

waiver of/fids Constitutional Rights by Just hearing

it read, -after "Petitioner had been without sleep for

two days and two nights?
,
* /:

- --
-/f*r ARGUMENT ON PACT Ho. 4 .

n
x

fe4. -Petitioner, to his /knowledge, /was hot Advised
N
v?

.
thoroughly as to^.is Constitutional Rights before ;S£.

-entering plea> AS -no one
.
toldhim why he should have

' a counsel to make the -court complte, nor .that it was
•

: ,
• -5

• '

-

7
~'

7 .
. V* r '-‘

. ,

• -v-
' *• >„ .*•:

Jithe duty of, the Court to "see that If counsel was ",
• - *

« .*% >. . j -V . . . . .
• i

J

.

. . .
*

. * • • .* * -w ; ^ .
.» . ,-

r f

waived that Petitioner -.'’Should be Interviewed as to'
-s .* ^ '

f.,‘ : x
<•

J r*.
v ,

. . - ‘h*

his knowledge of Ills Constitutional Rights and the .l;
' •• f

y
. *\ - •

. • i. .* *
‘

^

‘ /*' x. * «
'

.-.reason he -whould have .counsel Vfco protect him in v
• -

/every stage of the procedure to tho.pause at hand, .//

^Citing this decision In Support of fact Ho. '4s “V -

.

v^ln Curtis vai^Biatt; *169 P (2d) 1019 involving V,’

/a bank robbery case, " the court held that the mere V"
* ’• V, ^ ^a . 1 1 . .

' •• V

/fact that the court offered to appoint an attorney
’ ‘ ^ *i . • V. -W-

: (to which the reply was £Ho, :X»m guilty./) was not

- enough to constitute waiver, '."The court must establish

a factual foundation before it can determine whether

or not there has been an intelligent waiver of his

rights* ’/Petitioner thus contends that the facta which

will be brought out on a full hearing will show' that

the case was disposed of with all possible dispatch,

to such an extent that the procedure violated the re-

quirements of the Fifth and Sixth Amendments. In

determining whether one convicted of crime has been ;

denied due process, the entire course of proceedings,

and not merely a single step,should be considered,

ARGUI-ENT OH FACT Ho. 5

5. Petitioner, having only a Sixth grade education

at time of his trial knew nothing of
f
the workings of

a Federal Court, nor did he knowingly waive any of

~ " ^l,<

&
k?w



his constitutional rights . He only fid what he ??£.

^

was told by the prosecution and the F,B,I, Agents «

*

Tninkilhg they, being the Government offiolala/;Taad

all power and_oould do as thoy 1fan^e^
,J^e^^aK8

^

knew nothing of due process nor Constitutional W-ghts.

Johnson vs. Zerbst, super, 504, U.S. .458, 462j B2 *<

• - .

-: *>.• •--*•* • - v ".
• y . -v v ’*' ' "y4**

.AjJIk

^'L»'M7:lA6\, '-.1465. ifThe right of the accuse^ito be

^informedffhis **ight to counsel .for his defence's ^n^>

‘affirmative duty which the
.
Sixth Amendment, places pn ^

• ». « V < *«^*-L*
r " •*

"v.
*•. ' - .* .*

^ •- v;^.
'

• *
.

’*'*,* ^ ,

+'***'. ~ , .

k ^ •*’ '* • v. 'i

the Goverronent . J It Is » condl^l
?
n

"'Jurisdiction of the .Court . end no^compllahCOjvlth

/this .condition deprives 'the 'oprt.of^urisdldtlMj^s^^^^

. -proceed- 'In Johnson v. Zerbst, SO*V.sMse^^^

.
(therltftt to counsel ) of >$e Six th tosntos'rtt is

||g|
!•' compiled .*1 th, tho 'oourt no longer he. "•Jurlsilotloil to V

'

.proceed.-* laoftlis. *t 4681

31?. il.S; 161 , 86 i. Ed. 1302, vrh.ro it Jwe^eld^ds

^

ipoerced^eixSiltjp deprived the trial

^ Jurisdiction even ".|iiou^ the defendant va. Represented.

%by Counsel# > * . "y/ .

- -SThe' 'rights '

guaranteed by the 81xth inendment J«snJv?

ba waived, but only by an Intelligent and underatand-
^

lng waiver, an! "courts Indulge every reasonable

preeunption .gainst waiver of fundenental oonetltutlonal

• Johnson v. Zerhst, super.
; :

?

. ARGWSUTS ON FACTS Mo, 6

6. Petitioner, being limited in understanding of,..::;.;,y

Federal Cou^t procedure and with only a Sixth grads
:

^
.

education, could not have understood nor known his y

y

Constitutional Rights.

'•The^gove riffient is under an obligation to'deal --

fairly.with persons accused of criminal offence?._ .. y
The jainiinum of its obligation is to. inform the

.

: "

accused of the elements of the offence .charged y



olracy was the lesser. Chargo, 'and one could "get
"

.

’ V- .
.'•«.>£/, v iv?;^ ;V.

rta of years 'for "that ..count . '*~w,
v _

, </
7. T. - r

i
jf

i
- * " .''/>*•’ ?

The 'following ax*®' !!»»•' andgases', cited to uphold

tlonor’s contentions In this Bofelon.
.

’ - N
fe';.

Glassor 'jwa#'
,

>U.."S.-i60»'
<
62. S. Ct.' 457t 465, ,66 tL.

.KtaVr

The oourt said ’^through Ur . Jua1 1ce J*urphy t •.•
c •v\

-"To preserve jthe.protection of the ’35111 1of Bights

hard •pressed defendantsVrW® ‘Indulge ^iyery yeasona

fundamental Tights

.

^v.,- -TVA- 'iSer-'.vHV -i. . "v^v
*
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'
'

'
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‘
:nr ot ec

-

1ion"hf the TSlxtii Ame rriment ; *^ls yrcfesslonal

xm rlence mayThe a^faetorSin determining whether lie •>£ -.S&iM?

tually waived his irlghta' to the assistance ;of pounsolr
'

--- : *-3he accused and record
. .. .

' j , h’
\ .

- • v-

X Sr :
•

, *.

-Kfacts Jthat ^how
*

‘
• *• •* T ‘-

i^
* •

vfrom confinement .and setting aside of the
, Jy .

v .^
-f ^ _.,y . v

*.
* 'V
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1
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'
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*• V^v

"secured by such meansV^Johnson vs. Zerbsty-^supra.
'

; .

-
.

v,
...

;

;•.•
T

: - •. .
.

y.* >-• ?;*'.'?•.• *%.
.‘ A conviction must be, good in all Its parts r the

Indictment must be supported by both — lacking -the se

; : 'ok. .

• >•„.

qualities fundamental in phe administration of
.
justice,

the entire procedure Is yoid.';’ Brauer vs."United States

rtf . ~ ? ''' '
^

P 10 J King vs. Solomons, 4, 1, T.R. £51. ‘
•

- -A conviction received in violation of a de^endantb
‘

i;

Constitutional Rights is void for want of the elements

of due process and the proceedings thereby violated

may be challenged in any jappropriate manner re : Brown r

vs. Rlnes, C.C. A.‘104 P (2) 240; Mooney vs,Hollohan,

H.C . 294. •/

Iri the case of Walinr vs. Johnston 312 U,S.v275,

the Court said: ,"A petitioner, cannot bo denied the J
'

opportunity topr ove -the .truth of the allegations he

_ make s
.

"

The Sixth Amendment to the United States Con-

stitution says, "and to have the assistance of

10

’"•‘v-fc



*'%* ''Vfy

-*^v

>*

: CUI. for his defense •”
>-*&

: Von Moltke v * Grille s , Isupa • / The court

Kerchlval y. U.S* 274 U«S, 220 said:

citing
i.A,- ... -o U-: i

*-:V<' * •'• - - -> .-• A ;.yv‘ ; --

>”A plea of guilty differs in purpose and effect '•**- Jc

' : -V .'•' \ . r\*S'?*-V+#Z-<i •>
:

••> f- * .AAfc*
. 'V-Av * v ~rv

^''V'rf -
'•-*?*- ->i •^’s:

from a mere admission or extra-judicial confession;

, j It • t& jitself i& ^conviction, gout of just conslderatio]
n\:'Vv: .

sue,:.
. . V- for persons accused of - crime , courts are careful that

-.a plea of guilty shall "Hot be accepted unless made AA
r*

'

-

of the -con-
‘v;’.'--- V

4
--

"*v
- * v

W' A *
-A-f ,

'*•'"• aequence

s

.
" |(underlined .'writer * s italics)

£ - -*» — - - * -• .>: n •• a .

1

>A;;
:

?}

• ! S#R .
.1** A A*. "T **A * v*. *-.Ar

•A waiver of the Constitutional Bight to-theas-
y-~ t .> V v

p->.

.
“j -V

“

'
• - ••

V 'v
v:- ; -.A i;4 -

•
-

distance of counsel is of no less moment to An accused s • s

-who must decide ifhethler to plead guilty than to "an

^^accused who stands trial. , . . .. (id)
^

-V
;
A'i-AA y

•’The right to have "the assistance of counsel

V

. *
**

'•'i ;
* / ^ **?

x„*f. ^ ^r'* ..
-• / ( v.

•»'-
/. ^

.
„’ • * \ v -

is ‘too’ fundamental' and absolute to require Courts v 'V
•

’ ’C f-
V

:..^v

-y.to indulge in nice calculations as to the amount 'of A .'

' prejudice arising from its denial «

"

, :
'•

.. ;A-' ' A
. In the .case, of the eleven . communists convicted :

’3 ‘

V -.

•;.'•
•

•;
. #

.

'•
•

y-’ *
.
-

.

*. I':
* ‘

v '. .

•..

'

^ for conspiracy to overthrow the Cnited States Govern- -v

• ment , Supreme,.Court Justice 'Jackson ruled : ?2he right

of every American to equal treatment before the law *

is wrapped V5> in the same constitution bundle with

; those of the cormunists."

: The Court z*uled in the communist defendants'

favor, and made certain that the Constitution was

adhered to in every respect.
"

* t-
f

\

IK CQHCLUSIOK V ;T
v

'';' '
'•'

- Petitioner has written this motion in the best.

'

manner at his co/maand. Petitioner prays the Honorable

Judge Mathew K, Joyce will excuse mis tale s In grijmsar,

phraseology, construction, and repetitious statements.

Petitioner has made this motion in good faith.

‘S~narae is not UBed in any overt act in

' -11 • -
'

'
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ToIson

ClMi_

MlChol»_

Koeen

Traejr

Belmont

SAC, Minneapolis (7-30)

Director, FBI (7-576) — ;O S/J

January 16, 1953

BKEiCIC

Reurlet dated January 6, 1953, enclosing Photostats :

of the papers filed in a habeas corpus proceeding by Volney
Davis#

^ ; '.X-jm -

It Is noted that this Is the second writ or habe&s :

corpus filed by Subject Davis and that It contains allegations
similar to those previously alleged concerning Bureau Agents
vhich vere fully refuted and the wit denied in 1940*

*-

^ You are instructed to carefully review the various
allegations now being Bade by Davis and discuss then with the
0. S. Attorney. In your discussion with the 0* S. Attorney you
should make certain that each allegation will be properly refuted.
You are also to ascertain his desires as to any additional
investigation and then make certain that sane is thoroughly end
promptly handled.

You are requested to keep the Bureau advised as to any
pertinent developments In this matter#

V
BKHidv

>
' V

•rr j
**

i*vj

-TO

jr ..

\
X i \ . —i ,

>—
' -

•
*

‘ £• ’ '
. • V

••
-

; t - • •

• f

PQM^EBl c’’ • j k

—
JAN 21 1953 V v^k\

{ * z «•

- MAILED 20 r\r ;T ?.-•?
j

OCX

pm\
70 FFR

. tC : /
' / '
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Office Met

TO i

FROM s

SUBJECT:

r
*

i ) V-

'dlim • UNITEE GOVERNMENTS

Director, FBI (7-576) dates 2/4/53 Mr. BrlmonT

SAC, Minneapolis (7-30)
- : vn,

(£\BREKID
'

j
Mr. Clegg.

1 r>i

*}:

*

Re Minneapolis letter to Bureau, 1/6/53 end Bu^e^';^n^~
to Minneapolis, 1/16/53* V * i *’•. Ht’:. -an

V'j *>. k:*oo

A review of the affidavit filed by VOLNE^/yAVlS j Gandy

with the Clerk of U. S. District Court, .St, Paul, Minnesotay
fleets that the allegations set forth in this affidavit are-
similar in most respects to those set forth in his application'
for release on a write of habeas corpus, which was filed in U.S.V

District Court at San Francisco, California, in 1940, with the
exception of the following*

1* In this petition DAVIS claims he was not taken
.before a United States Commissioner at the time of his arrest
fin Chicago, Illinois*—

2. That he was given a copy of the Indictment;

3* That he was not thoroughly advised as to his
constitutional rights;

~4» That he was led to believe he had been given
a term of years

t
rather than a life sentence.

~T
- <p

On January 6, 1953* this case was discussed with
AUSA WILLIAM ESSLING, St. Paul, Minnesota, by SA SAMUEL W. HARDY
of this office. At this time Mr. ESSLING did not request any
further investigation regarding allegations made by DAVIS
inasmuch as the allegations regarding treatment by Bureau agents
had been set forth In DAVIS' petition in the U. 3. District Court
at San Francisco, California, and had been refuted by agents in
reports of SAs SAMUEL W. HARDY, St. Paul, Minnesota, 4/10/4©,
JOHN E. BRENNAN, St. Louis; Missouri, 4/15/40 and HAROLD E.
[ANDERSON, Oklahoma City, 4/24/40.

* Mr. ESSLING advised that he would review the United
*' /'States Attorney's file in this matter and file an answer to

VOLNEY DAVIS* allegations with the Honorable MATTHEW M. JOYCE,
Judge of the U. S. District Court at Minneapolis, Minnesota*

0 ^ *• • : -
t - By letter dated January 16, 1953* the United States

Attorney wrote a letter ;to' Honorable MATTHEW M. JOYCE, in which
he requested the court :to make its Order summarily denying the
petition of DAVIS. A copy of this, letter is attached.

SOI-Q30U003U

>7
j

1

PRCjNJO
> /

5STEEP181953

.WDEXE0-I07



I
t )

1

> 1

1

I

„• ^ -Si.- ^rr-r*a <- . . K 7
Letter to Director, FBI (7~576 )

." ~ '-V V •*•'’-
"V .'

MplS. 7-30 -
.

'.
_ ;;

•

;

f
‘ Y On 1/21/53 the Honorable MATTHEW JOYCE denied the

petition of VOLNEY DAVIS, and a copy of the order of Honorable .

MATTHEW M. JOYCE denying this petition le also attached hereto.

In view of the foregoing, no further Investigation
la being conducted by the Minneapolis Office In this matter.
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Honorable Matthew M. Joyes, * 7 , * j
United States District JUste, Jt,

'

Daited States Courthouse, „.. -r- - r

Minneapolis (l), Minnesota,
....

• * r - »

^; :V

:

X 1

.

v; ,>-v

\ • v

t: » V” V-

Vet Tolaey Davie -vs- United States,
Id* 6096 Or., Third Division,
District of Minnesota,

Dear Judge Joyeet- ..1

: " ~ '

M •••'

’' ' ''•

v ,

The Cleric has forwarded to as soae Motions and Petitions
>r Tolasy Davis by which he seeks to have the Judgaent and sentence
in this case, vacated, nullified or reduced. The copies furnished
as are carbon copies aad indicate that the original aad four copies —
were filed, so we as suae that the original coving papers are avail-
able to 70a.

Xt appears that the petitioner Is seririag relief under Title
28 u.S.C. 2256 . Me believe that the files and records conclusively
show thet tiie petitioner Is entitled to no relief aad that the

.
petitions oan be suaa&rlly denied. The Statute above cited eontesp-
lates such disposition. \-* ** -* ' '/,V* . .

'
*

‘ \ .

~
'

r. :
' ;

! >

The faets in relation to petitioner are ns follevsi -
'

'

(1) Tolaey Davis was Indicted tor n United States Grand lory
on /canary 22, 1935* The Xadletaent charged violation of Chapter 271, •

-

72nd Congress, Tirst Session (b? TT.8. Statute at Large, Tel. 1, page
326) . This was the Lladberg Vidnap Act aad a copy Is attached hereto
for eoavealeaee. This law was subsequently anended but the original
Act to the one under which Daria was Indicted. %

. % . i •• V • *

(2) te January 22, 1935* the date the Indictneat was returned.
a Tarrant for arrest of Davis was issued by the Cleric of U. S. District
Court at St. Paul, and bond fixed at $100,000.00. * v V

(3) Davie was arrested on thle Tarrant on Jane 1, 1935* nt
Chicago, Illinois, and reaoved to St. Paul, Minnesota, on June 2, 1935*

y-
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\

ledge Joyce - #2
January 16, 1953

(4)

On June % 1935* lie mi iml^nad you Is
Si. Aral, At this time he wee advised el hie right*, weired counsel,
end after the Xadieteent we* reed te hie hy the Clerk in epee Court,
he entered a plea of *guilty* thereto. Sentence wee deferred te v

l»ae 7, 1735. .j
;

i . L.;'

(5)

Oa June 7, 1935, Defendant wee eeateneed aad ooaaitted to
the custody *f the Attorney General of the thlted State* for a tern of
hi* natural life.

(6)

Oa Kerch 18, 1940, Peri* petitioned the United Statee District
Court for the Vorthern District of Cellforale, Southern Division, for a
Writ of Hahea* Corpus. This petition wee heard Wy Honorable Harold
louderhach, and denied. On lone 24, 1940, the saae said Judge denied
Darls 1 petition for allowance of appeal in ferae pauper!*. A oopy of thle
certificate denying the petition for appeal, la attached.

In the California petition, copy of which i* attached, and which
wee prior to the enaotaent of Title 28 TT.3.C. 2255 . Dari* set forth all ...

of the fact* upon which he Weses hi* present petition. In the present
petition, Dari* set* forth ground* for relief which at first nay sees te
appear a* new grounds Vnt which are in substance the ease as in hie

f
previous petition. ‘

.. ^ l •

./ *• • ' j-' * ;V

The ground* for rolief set forth in the present petition are eight
in

,
number and we should like to disease then briefly in that order.

They are as follows

j

(1) "Petitioner was act represented War counsel.* . .

'

This was epeelfloally stated In the prior petition te the •

California Court aad was deterained adverse to Davit at that tine, ,

(2) *Petltloner was never taken before a Halted States Pen-

nlssloner. which violates Rule 5 of Doited Statee Criminal Procedure.*

In respect to thle ground for relief, it oan he noted that the
Dulse of Crlalnal Procedure didnot eons into offset until lovenWcr 1,

1945, and are to govern crlalnal proceeding* conaeneed after that date.
....

It sea further he noted that even under the present Doles there was no
necessity at that tine for taking Davie before a United States Oonnlseloner
ee he was arrested pursuant to a Warrant issued upon an Xadtetaeat of a
Grand Jury and Woad was fixed Wy the Court. Thus no purpose at all would
have Ween served Wy taking Davis before a United States Coaals* loner.

*



Judge Joyce - #3,
January 16, 19 53?
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(3) "Petitioner v»i never presented with » copy of tbs
In’Uctagnt -prior to hit trial which 1« a violation of Bui* 10.
Criminal Procedure ."

Hare again it can bs noted that the Buies of Criminal
Procedure did not cone Into effeot until Bovenber 1, 1945* Under
Hale 10, the requirement that a defendant he fornlehed a copy of the
Indletaent prior to trial, Is a new requirement. Such requirement V

did not exlct at the time Davis was arreated, arraigned and aentensed*
This question as to the fumlthing of a copy of an^ Indletaent, vat
eoneidered in Cuckovlch re. United State*. 170 Fed fed). 89. and
certiorari denied. Tto U. 3. 905 . This cate holds that at the tine
of arraignment and plea of "guilty" there vaa no requirement that
defendant be furnished with a copy of the Indletaent; that It waa not
aeeass&ry that defendant ha fornlehed with auoh copy. *

(h) "Petitioner waa not thoroughly advised aa to hla Constitu-
tional righta before entering a plea, or before being sentenced."

This vae considered In the previous California petition and
determined adverse to the defendants.

(5) "Petitioner did not wholly, voluntarily. Intelligently and
competently waive Indictment to counsel ."

This waa determined In the California petition.

,

' \ / '• *. ' =- v ' '1

(6) "Petitioner, being unlearned in the law, did not understand
or know hie Constitutional rights."

This was determined in the California petition.

4? - •

' '

(7) "Petitioner wee held Inconmunloado in a distant city under
anastloalnr In chains and secrecy."

This was determined la the California petition. Because this
defendant had previously escaped fron the ysderal Bureau of Investlgatl
it was necessary to exerelse grant precaution In keeping him In custody
Vevertheleas the record Clearly shows that Defendant's plea of "guilty"
and waiver of eounsel was made by hla with full knowledge of nil the
facts, and an opportunity to pro tset himself.

(8) "Petitioner was led to believe hr his cantors that If ho

"jraiifr! to tmiAJtS'. .jsLm.h .taru’if jygf«* * -—
Defendant node this same claim In his previous petition and

relief was denied hla. It has been determined that a life sentence
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under the Llndherg Kidnap lot above referred to is a proper sentence. \
k
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' See late* to. Johnston (9 Clr.^ Ill 7*1 fed) 966 In which tin

% name question no raised and a life eentenoe held proper, and la this
ease certiorari vac denied, :>

V« hare attsohed to this letter a eepy of affldavlte and paper*
furnished the California Court together with the Order of Judge Louderhade
denying the pauperle appeal In which Judge Louierhack etatee as follow* t

.

•The record* of the eaee dlselot* that petitioner intelligently waived
the right to counsel. The petitioner shows no nerlt la the proposed
appeal.* - ’

•. ./V

V* have not retained eople* of these doounente in ear file and If
they ean he returned at disposition of thi* natter, it will he appreciated.

he feel, therefore, thnt In thle natter the Court would he Justified
in naking its Order sumsarlly denying the petitions of Deris. If the
Court feel* that there should he a haarlng of any further proof, we should
appreciate a date being set for Such hearing so that we nay obtain such
witnesses as nay he necessary. Ve feel In any event that if such hearing
were ordered, thnt there 1c as necessity for bringing Davie fren the i

Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas, and Title 28 TT.8.0., Section 2253
clearly indicates that each is net necessary. .

‘ A. /• . *. “
Hetpeotfulljr jrowtt . w .. ^

' i> *
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Inal.

PHILIP linttl, •

United States Attorney.
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milTED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF MINNESOTA

THIRD DIVISIC®

United States of America, )

Plaintiff, )

-VS-
‘ '

’•''l . )
'
' '*

.

'

'
.)

Tolney Davis, ) \
Defendant. )

Vo. 6096 Criminal

ORDXR -

Tolney Davis aoves this court under Title 28, Section 2255. for

an order vacating or setting aside the life sentence imposed upon him in 1935

following his plea of guilty to an indictment charging him with violation of

the Lindbergh Act, h8 Stat. 761, and prays leave to file the same in forma

pauperis. Authority to file such a motion in forma pauperis is unnecessary.

The grounds for relief set forth in the motion are, briefly, that petitioner

was not represented by counsel and did not intelligently waive his right

thereto; that he was never taken before a United States Commissioner and was

never presented with a copy of the indictment as required by the Federal Rules

of Criminal Procedure; that he hwas not advised of his constitutional rights;

that he was held Incommunicado, in chains, and in secrecy, prior to his arraig

ment; and that he was led to believe by his captors that if he entered a plea

of guilty he would be given a term of years.

Substantially the same grounds were presented to the United States

District Court of the Vorthern District of California, Southern District, earl;

In 19^0, in a petition for a writ of habeas corpus. The petition was denied

as was his subsequent application to appeal in forma pauperis. While this

fact alone would be persuasive authority for a denial of the notion here, none-

theless I have carefully examined the now voluminous files and records in peti-

tioner's case and I find no merit in any of his claims. The record conclusive-

ly shows, and corroborates my own recollection in this regard, that the peti-

tioner was fully apprised of hie right to have counsel and freely and intelli-

gently waived his right thereto. Also, there was no necessity for taking pe-

titioner before a United States Commissioner since he was arrested pursuant

to a warrant issued upon a Grand Jury indictment. At the time petitioner was

arraigned there existed no requirement that he be furnished with a copy of the



Indictment. While It hae been the Custom of this court to insure this bein£

done, the record here 'is silent in that respect. The record does show, hove

•
•

’

that petitioner vae made aware of and was folly acquainted with the nature ol

the charge against him, and that the indictment was read to him in open court
t.. .

«*-• - • ’» * • ‘ '
'•-* * . :

*
•

*
• \ ' v * /. \

before his plea was entered* The record also negates the claim of petitioner *,

; , r* •
. •. \ ,A

;
. :

.

-
’

that he was held Incommunicado 9 in bhalns and secredy, although there is no

doubt that he was closely guarded* and rightly so in view of his past escape

record* For is there anything in the record which gives any support to his

claim that he was promised a term of years if he pleaded "guilty** The valid-

ity of a life sentence under the Lindbergh Act as it existed at the time of
•: ,

v .i ; r '

sentencing* was considered and held proper in Bates v* Johnston , (9 Cfr*) t 111

F* (2d) 966* At any rate* none of the latter claims constitutes grounds for

the relief specified in Section 2255 of Title 28* United States Co6e.

The within motion follows a volume of correspondence addressed

to this court by petitioner, and in the opinion of the court is largely in-

fluenced by the hope that thiB court will permit Ms natural sympathy to over-

ride the consideration he must give to the merits of petitioner^ claims. This

t& court cannot do. The files and records show conclusively that the peti-

tioner is entitled to no relief, and hiemotion is therefore denied.

, T* 1
’ ‘

; # jt> t

"
-

. . a V? i

\ ; .

* ' MATTHEW M. JOTCX
United States District Judge,

Dated January 21st, 1953*

-2-
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Director* FBI (7~576)

!EKID

Feurlet 1-6-53# and Bulet 1-16-53# concerning the
habeas corpus proceedings filed by Volney Davis*

. ;>V

You are requested to advise the Bureau eonceming •

the Investigation or affidavits required by the U* S. Attorney
to appropriately defend against this habeas oorpus action. Sueh
investigation should* of course* be completed promptly and jthe
Bureau should be furnished with copies of reports of same^a^
least two weeks prior to the date of the hearing* /p

cc: Mr. Lelshear

WRH: jeg^^
a-

RECORDED* 106 |FEb, 10 1953

137

i d l->
{/frctfr. '’Vi Urtft*

: ** la 195
FEB 0- 1953

• r.

y*-

v'C£

*





K 'J -

Office Ale ium • united s government

) TO 1 Mr. Rosen
i

)
1

ROM >

SUBJECT

:

F. L. Price

VOLNEY DAVIS
KIDNAPING

It

datb: Janu&ry 26 , 19^4
Talsea .

/
\r* 2i~

Calls l±ilB p.ra*

SAC Mllnes, St* Louis, stated that a story is
, r

appearing in the "Globe Democrat" today indicating that IJ
'

the TJ* S. Cirouit Court of Appeals has handed down a ruling‘s
concerning Volney Davis, who was convicted in connection
with the Bremer kidnaping oase* According to the newspaper
reports, the Court of Appeals ruled that Davis was entitled
to a District Court hearing on his claim that his sentenoe
be set aside because he entered a plea of guilty without
knowledge that he had the constitutional right to have the
advice and counsel of an attorney* Milne s stated that from
information available at this time it appears that Davis waa^
sentenced through the District Court at St* Paul, Minnefyua*

ACTION TAKEN:

Viatmowd.
Tele. Kau_
Hello—a_
Goody

Mllnes was Instructed to furnish additional details
on this matter to the Bureau and to St* Paul as soon as
available*

Ee was Instructed to immediately get copies of the
Circuit Court of Appeals ruling and forward them to the Bureau -

and Minneapolis*

Ee was instructed to have the Minneapolis Division
make a

4
search of its files and confer with the U* S. Attorney

and determine the basis for Davis's appeal and the true facts
as revealed by the files of the Minneapolis Division and the
U* S. Attorney's Office*

hnbecosded

copy

filed

m
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FEBHUARX 2, 1954 AIRTEL

SAC, MINNEAPOLIS AIR MAIL

BREKIDy RE ST. LOUIS AIRTEL DATED JANUARY 27, 195*. RE APPEAL OF

VOLNEX DAVIS. SUBMIT INFORMATION REQUESTED IMMEDIATELY.

HOOVER

: rmb(^

Jr

RECORDED

- 153

= 5STEB9 1954

T«er J
Gmrt

yfl
Uofcr <

Vt*t«rro*d—
T«|«. Roe* —
Hollo**.
Sizoo

‘ Mi« Cmm*f -

MAILED 9

FEB 2 - 1354

COMM -FBI

FEB 3 1S54
t

r ^ I? W1 &
130 .

"

1954

““
n ?

e r"
, HrrF»*r.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF I

UNITED STATES DEP

AIR TEL
Transmit the following TKYA'ceye message to:

2/k/Sk

TICATION

OF JUSTICE

DIRECTOR

FBl4 MINNEAPOLIS
/ ( ©

DIRECTOR, FBI (7-576)
'

BREKID. RE ST. LOUIS AIRTEIr-Te-BifllSCTOR, 1/27/54, AND MINNEAPOLIS

AIR TEL TO DIRECTOR 2/2/54. ALEX DIK, AUSA, ST. PAUL, MINN.,

ADVISED TODAY THAT AUTHORITY WAS REQUESTED FROM DEPARTMENT BY

LETTER DATED 1/23/$±, TO PROCEED WITH THE HEARING ORDERED BY

THE CIRCUIT COURT OF -APPEALS FOR TEE 8TH CIRCUIT ON A PETITION

OF-VOLKEY DAVIS. DIl-1 ADVISED CERTIORARI WAS NOT RECOMMENDED

TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE REASON THAT THE MATTER SHOULD BE

DISFOSED OF AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE BY HOLDING HEARING BY JUDGE

JOYCES} AND PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF 28, USC, 2255. DIM

STATED FURTHER IN. .HIS RECOKKEIDATION TO THE DEPARTMENT THAT

JUDGE JOYCE TRIED THIS CASS 19 YEARS AGO AND IS NOW 77 YEARS

OF AGE. DIM ADVISED THAT HE IS AWAITING THE DECISION OF THE

DEPARTMENT, AND STATED THAT IN THE EVENT DEPARTMENTAL AUTHORITY

IS GIVEN TO PROCEED WITH THE HEARING, A REQUEST KAY BE MADE

IMMEDIATELY OF JUDGE JOYCE TO HAVE VOLNEY DAVIS BROUGHT FROM

USI^"iSav3w0RTH TO ST. PAUL ABOUT 2/15/54, FOR THE PURPOSE

OF DETERMINING WHETHER DAVIS DESIRES TO HAVE AN ATTORNEY

4

APPOINTED FOR HIM BY THE COURT AND AISO FOR THE PURPOSE TO , / S-, L

Ifco^ /- lS 76VP'SF :AMG
7-30

END PAGE ONE 25

A I

FEB
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Transmit the following Teletype message to:

PAGE TWO

SET THE DATES FOR THE HEARING WHICH MR. DIM BELIEVES WOULD BE

SOMETIME IN MARCH, 1954* MR. DIM STATED THAT IN THE EVENT

A HEARING. IS AUTHORIZED, HE DESIRES THAT THE FOLLOWING ITEMS

BE COVERED IN PREPARATION FOR THE SAKE: 1. ALL PERSONS WHO

ARE AVAILABLE AND WHO WERE IN THE COURT ROOM OH JUNE 3, 1935, AT

THE TIME OF VOLNEY DAVIS' GUILTY PLEA AND ON JUNE 7, 1935, AT

THE TIME OF HIS SENTENCE, SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED AND STATEMENTS

JtAHEN FROM THEM CONCERNING THEIR RECOLLECTION AS TO WHETHER OR

NOT EE WAS ADVISED OF HIS RIGHT TO COUNSEL BY JUDGE JOYCE AND

WHAT VOLNEY DAVIS SAID CONCERNING HIS DESIRE TO BE ASSISTED

BY COUNSEL. 2. THE ARRESTING OFFICERS WHO ARRESTED VOLNEY

DAVIS ON OR ABOUT JUNE 1, 1935, IN CHICAGO, ILL, SHOULD’ BE

INTERVIEWED CONCERNING HIS CLAIM THAT HE WAS THERE HELD IN

CHAINS AND NOT ALLOWED TO SEE ANYONE. 3. PERSONS SHOULD BE
.

INTERVIEWED CONCERNING THE TIME THAT VOLNEY DAVIS WAS ARRESTED,

WHETHER OR HOT HE MADE ANY REQUEST TO MAKE A TEIEFHONE CALL OR

TO SEE A LAWYER, AND THE FACTS SURROUNDING SUCK CIRCUMSTANCES.

1

4. PERSONS SUCH AS FBI AGENTS, US ATTORNEYS OR ASSISTANT? USA's,

AT THAT TIKE, SUCH AS MR. GEORGE A. HEISEY, NOW REFEREE IN

BANKRUPTCY, MINNEAPOLIS,- MINNESOTA, SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED

END PAGE TWO
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Transmit the following Teletype message to:

PAGE THREE

CONCERNING ANY PROMISES THAT VOLNEY DAVIS ALLEGES WERE MADE

IF HE WO jLD ELEAD GUILTY TO CONSPIRACY CHARGE THAT WOULD

RESULT IN HIS BEING SENTENCED TO LESS THAN LIFE IMPRISONMENT

,

AND FOP A TERM OF YEARS. 5. FBI AGENTS SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED

CONCERNING WHETHER OR NOT VOLNEY DAVIS ASKED THEM FOR PERMISSION

TO TALK TO A LAWYER AND THEY IN TURN TOLD HIM, "WE ARE ALL

LAWYERS AND WE; WILL TAKE CARE OF YOU. " A REVIEW OF THE

MINNEAPOLIS FILE REFLECTS TEE FOLLOWING SPECIAL AGENTS PARTICIPATED

IN Tift APPREHENSION, QUESTIONING AND REMOVAL AND TRANSPORTATION

OF VOLNEY DAVIS: APPREHENSION : SAC MELVIN H. PURVIS , SA'S

R. C. SURAN, M. J. CASSIDY, H. A. MARTIN, M. CHAFFETZ; QUESTIONING

ANT) GAVE SIGNED STATEMENT TO: SA's R. C. SURAN AND K. CHAFFETZ;

GAVE WAIVER OF REMOVAL TO: SAC MELVIN H. PURVIS AND SA R. C.

SURAN; TRANSPORTED (BY CHARTERED PLANE) FROM' CHICAGO TO ST. PAUL:

SA'S R. C. SURAN, M. C. CASSIDY, E. 2. KUHNEL, E. H. WILLIAMS,

H. W. STEWART, F. M. HEADLEY; MET AT HINNEAI OLIS AIRPORT AND

GUARDED BY: SAC HAROLD E. ANDERSON AND SA'S SAMUEL W. HARDY

( PRESENTLY ASSIGNED MINNEAPOLIS OFFICE) , JOHN E. BRENNAN,

AND JAMES W. KLEES (PRESENTLY RESIDING ST. PAUL, AND NO LONGER

^•CTnvm T5V BTTRKATlY THE BUREAU IS REQUESTED TO FURNISH THE



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Transmit the following Teletype message to:

PAGE POUR

MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION AVAILABLE ADDRESSES OP THE ABOVE LISTED

SPECIAL AGENTS. HOWEVER, LEADS TO LOCATE AND REINTERVIEW

SPECIAL AGENTS AND COURT OFFICIALS WHO TOOK PART IN INSTANT

CASE ARE BEING HELD IN ABEYANCE PENDING RECEIPT OP AUTHORIZATION

FROH THE DEPARTKENT BY THE USA, ST,. PAUL, TO PROCEED WITH THE
i&d****l

HEARING. KANSAS CITY AT USP^'LEAVENWORTH , WILL DETERMINE

WHETHER ANY DETAINERS HAVE BEEN FILED AGAINST VOLNEY DAVIS,

AID WHETHER DAVIS HAS TO SERVE A7Y SENTENCES IN ADDITION TO

THE PRESENT LIFE SENTENCE ON THE CHARGE OF CONSPIRACY-KIDNAPPING,

AID ADVISE THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION FOR THE INFORMATION OF

TKE#SA AT ST. PAUL. THE BUREAU WILL BE KEPT INFORMED IN THIS

MATTER.

HOMAHD
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FEBRUARY 9# 1951* A 7. ftTEL
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' SAC, MINNEAPOLIS (700) AIRMAIL

BREAID. REURAIRTEL FEBRUARY 5» LAST. THE POLLOWINO ARE THE LATEST
. . .

• h -

AVA IIABLE^ADDRESSES OF THE LISTED SPECIAL AGENTS AND FORMER SPECIAL

AGENTS IN YOUR AIRTBLl HfROID 8. ANDERSON, ASSOCIATION OF CASUALTY AND

SURETY EXECUTIVES, 60 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK? JOHN E. BRENNAN

1*1*10 DRESDEN, ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI* M. J. CASSIDY, SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE,

FBI* MAXWELL CHAFFETZ, GREENE MANOR, GERMANTOWN, PHILADELPHIA 1*1*,

PENNSYLVANIA? FRANK M. HEADLEY, KELLY-SMITH COMPANY, GRAYBAR BUIIDINO,

1*20 LEXINGTON AVENUE, NEW YORK, NEW YORK? JAMES M. KLEES, U. S.

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA! E. £. KUHNEL,

SAN ANTONIO OFFICE, FBI? HAROLD A. MARTIN, 1790 PENIGROVE AVENUE,

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA; MELVIN H. PURVIS, 1356 CHEROKEE ROAD, FLORENCE,

SOUTH CAROLINA? HARRY W. STEWARD, WIDEMAN, WARDLAW AND CALDWELL,

11*01-12 HARVEY BUILDING, WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA; R . C . 3URAN , SAH

DIEGO OFFICE, FBI? EARL H. WILLIAMS, 720 FOURTH STREET, WEST DES MOINES,
V &

IOWA. BEFORE ANY FORMER SPECIAL AGENTS ARB SUBPOENAED, CLEARANCE SHOULD

BE OBTAINED PROM THE BUREAU. YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATELY SUBMIT PENDING
- f".- ' -

• '1 • .

REPORT INCORPORATING ALL INFORMATION DEVELOPED TO DAIS BY RETURN MAIL.

TV

. . - ImM?' 1
'^ave«i;-

-J
*0 ’ ,,iV

•'"'tirV--

BUFILB: 7r576

£8 o |
St! bt

.

{

t»U

V
*

T.lm JTStfC
Ladd
Nichols »'

Belaost

3«**
Sla»is

Rosea .

Tracy -

Gearty

.

COMM - Pel

F£B- 9 1954

MAILED 19

Viatcrrovd * rcD IK Yj* 1
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SBAL BUREAU OF IHVESTIGATK

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

f f LULL E L -

Transmit tbs following Teletype message to:

FBI^JCANSAS CITY

pTRN-n.'rnp, t?trt—(^576

)

2/10/54 9:45 AM

Mr. Tolso:

Mr. Ladd
Mr. Nichols

Mr. Belmon
Mr. Clegg.

Mr. fcTlvi

Vr
ai;

»

y

Mr. Mohr
Mr. Trotter —
Mr. Winltrrowd-

Tele. T
Mr. Hollctaaa

Miss Candy

—

(/_BREKIDi RE MINNEAPOLIS AIRTEL TO BUREAU 2/4/54. C. P j ZAKTKH7

RECORD CIERK, USP, IEAVENWORTH , KANSAS ADVISED THAT A DETAINER

WAS PILED AT THAT PRISON AGAINST VOLNEY DAVIS ON 6/27/53 BY

THE STATE PENITENTIARY, MeALESTER, OKLAHOMA SHOWING THAT DAVIS

IS WANTED POR A LIFE SENTENCE FOR MURDER. ZARTER SAID THIS

DETAINER IS STILL IN FORCE. RUC.

ELLSWORTH

END

2 cc: Minneapolis (7-30)

WMH:bcl
4'

7-37

StCORDEO • 28

* 5 FEB 16195A

Approved:.

/iSZ* • /53P-0
^FEB 11 1*54

' ‘ \

>

Sant ¥ Par.

% 1—v
I Mr« Ros&ii^*
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X BUBBAD OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

AIRTEL
Transmit tbe following message to:

2/5/5U

£
i

/

4I n*+. Y..,u r '
Mt. L*dd___

Mr. Clegg
Mr. GlaviE

FB/, Iffl^^EAPOLIS

CTOR, FBI (7-576)

AIR MAI.

. Harbo
r. Rosen.

Mr. Tracy.

Mr. Mohr_
Mr. Trotter

Mr. Wintcrr
Tole. Room
Mr. H Horn

Mils Ganc'y

CjBKEKIp) HE BUAIRTEL DATED 2/2/ LAST AND ST. LOUIS AIRTEL TO DIRECTOR

DATED 1/27 LAST. FILES OF USA, ST. PAUL, MINK., WERE REVIEWED FOR

BASIS FOR VOLNEY DAVIS' CLAIM THAT HE HAD ENTERED A PLEA OF GUILTY

IK THIS HATTER WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE THAT HE WAS ENTITLED TO COUNSEL, BUT:

THERE WAS NC COURT EITCRTEE PRESENT IN COURT ON 6/3/35 WHEN DAVIS WAS

ARRAIGNED IN ST. PAUL. THE TERM MINUTES OF THE COURT REFLECT THAT UPON

EEING QUESTIONED BY THE COURT (JUDGE MATTHEW M. JOYCE), THE DEFENDANT

STATED THAT HF, DID HOT DESIRE THE ADVICE OF COUNSEL AND ENTERED A PLEA

OF GUILTY TO THE CHARGE IN THE INDICTMENT AND THE SoURT DEFERRED

SENTTiflCE UNTIL 6/7/35. FILES OF THE USA'S OFFICE, ST. PAUL, MINN.,

CONTAIN COPIES OF AFFIDAVITS GIVEN IN 192:0 IN OPPOSITION TO PETITION

FOR A WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS OF VOLNEY DAVIS, WHICH AFFIDAVITS REFLECT

THAT VOLNEY DAVIS WAS QUESTIONED PRIOR TO ARRAIGNMENT AS TO HIS DESIRES Vi?

FOR AN ATTORNEY AND THAT DAVIS STATED THAT HE DID NOT WANT AN ATTORMEtW '-./

. V
THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS GAVE THE ABOVE AFFIDAVITS IN 19l*0: US DISTRICT

JUDGE M. 11. JOYCE, (FORMER) USA GEORGE F. SULLIVAN (DECEASED), (FORCER)

DEPUTY DLEHK OF COURT JOSEPH T. LYNCH, (FORCER) BAILIFF EDWARD R. PTCHA,

CC: ST. LOUIS (7-1*3) (2KFQj) RECORDED - 28. ^ feb 8 1*54

h 5J3&1,
6195*' rAr * Per.



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

AIRTEL
T.'ar.s.~il *.he following message to:

PAGE T.VD

DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT WILLIAM H. ECKLEY, SA SAMUEL W. HARDY, (FORMER)

SAC HAROLD E. ANDERSON, (FORMER) SA JOHN E. ERENNAN, NEWSPAPERMAN

ROBERT THOMPSON. ALISA AIEX DIM, ST. PAUL, MINN., ADVISED THAT ORIGINALS

OF FOREGOING AFFIDAVITS ARE IN PILES OF CIERK OF US DISTRICT COURT,

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF., AND THAT SAME HILL BE SUBPOENAED IN THE EVENT

THE DEPARTMENT AUTHORIZED HEARING FOR DAVIS AT ST. PAUL. BUREAU WILL

EE KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENT IN THIS MATTER.

HOWARD

4f

->

Sent,inrrived

:

M Per,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

4^
AIRTEL u

Transmit the following ///*///?/message to: DIRECTOR /

Mr. To! son

Mr. Lad
Mr. Ki

Mr. Belmo
Mr. Clegg

MrA Glavi

MVJ H*rb

MINNEAPOLIS 2/2/54 SP:

IRECTOR

CBRKHID . RE ST. LOUIS AIRTEL TO DIRECTOR 1/27/54. BY

LETTER DATED 1/28/54 USA OFFICE, ST. PAUL, ADVISED THAT

THE U.S. COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE 8TH CIRCUIT ON 1/25/54

ORDERED THAT A HEARING BE HELD ON THE PETITION OF VOLNEY

DAVIS UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 28, USC, SECTION 2255.

MR. ALEX DIM, AUSA, ST. PAUL, HaS REQUESTED THAT PERSONS

SUCK AS USA OR AUSA'S, COURT OFFICIALS AND BUREAU AGENTS

WHO WERE IN THE COURT ROOM AT THE ARRAIGNMENT AND SENTENCING

OF VOLNEY DAVIS IN 1935 BE LOCATED AND REINTERVIEWED IN

ORDE& THAT THEY HAY BE SUBPOENAED FOR THE HEARING. AUSA

DIM BELIEVES THAT HEARING ON THE PETITION OF VOLNEY DAVIS

WILL BE HELD AT ST. PAUL DURING LATTER PART OF FEB. OR

FIRST PART OF MARCH, 1954. INVESTIGATION IS BEING CONDUCT.

BY THE MINNEAPOLIS DIVISION AND A REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED, 7
HOWARD
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URGENT

BREKID.' REBUAIRTEL FEBRUARY NINE LAST. REPORT BEING

FORWARDED BUREAU AIRMAIL FEBRUARY TWELVE. BUREAU REQUESTED

TO FURNISH FROM AVAILABLE INFO ADDRESS OF A. H. JOHNSON

FORMERLY ASSIGNED TO CHICAGO OFFICE NINETEEN THIRTYFIVE.
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3URGENT
-SAC, MINNEAPOLIS

3REKID. REURTEL FEBRUARY ELEVEN, LAST.' BUREAU RECORDS

INDICATE ADDRESS OF A. H. JOHNSON AS CARE INVESTIOATORS,
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INCORPORATED, SUITE FOUR NAUGHT FIVE, ONE TWO NAUGHT NINE

SOUTH LA* SALLE STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.
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